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PREFATOEY LETTER, 

FAOM THE 

REVEREND DOCTOR DRIASDUST OF YORK, 



TO 



CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, RESIDING AT FAIRY- 
LODGEi NEAR KENNAQUHAIR, N. B. 



Very worthy aik^d ^sae Sib, 

±o your last letter I might have answer- 
ed, with the classic^ ** Hand equidem in^ 
mdeoy miror magis.^^ Foir though my con- 
verse, from infancy, has been with things 
of antiquity, yet I Ipve not ghosts or 
spectres to be commentators thereon ; and 
truly your account of your conversation 
with our great parent, in the crypt, or most 
intimate recess of the publishers at Edin- 
burgh, had upon me much the effect of 
VOL. I. a 
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the apparition of Hector's phantom to the 
hero of the ^neid — 



€t 



Obstupui^ stetemntque comie.' 



And, as I said above, I repeat that 1 
w(Hidered at the Vision, without envy- 
ing you the pleasure of seeing our great 
progenitor. But it seems that he is now 
permitted to shew himself to his family 
more freely than formerly ; or that the 
old gentleman is turned somewhat garru- 
lous in these latter days ; or, in short, not 
to exhaust your patience with conjectures 
of the cause, 1 also have seen the Vision 
of the Author of Waverley. I do not 
mean to take any undue state on myself, 
when I observe, that this interview was 
marked with circumstances in some de- 
gree more formally complaisant than those 
which attended your meeting with him 
in our worthy publisher's ; for yours had 
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the appearance of a fortuitous renoohtre^ 
whereas mine was preceded by the com-- 
munication of a large roll of papers^ con- 
taining a new history^ cdled Fetebil 
OF THE Peak. 

I no sooner found that this manuscript 
consisted of a narrative, ruiyiing to the 
length of perhaps three hundred and 
thirty pages in each volume, or there- 
abouts, than it instantly occurred to me 
from whom this boon came ; and having 
set myself to peruse the written sheets, I 
began to entertain strong expectations 
that I mighty peradventure, next see the 
author himself. 

Again, it seems to me a marked circum- 
stance, that whereas an inner apartment 
of Mr Constable's shop was thought a 
place of sufficient solemnity for your au- 
dience, our venerable senior was pleased 
to afford mine in the recesses of my own 
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lodgings^ inira^ parietes^ as it were, aiid 
without the chance of interruption* I 
must also remark, that the features, form, 
and dress of the Eidolon^ as you well term 
the apparition of our parent, seemed to me 
more precisely distinct than was vouch- 
itofed to you on the former occasion. Of 
this hereafter; but Heaven forbid I should 
glory or set up any claim of superiority 
over the other descendants of our com- 
mon parent, from such decided marks of 
his preference — Laua propria sordet. I 
am well satisfied that the honour was be> 
stown not on my person, but my clothe- 
that the preference did not elevate Jonas 
Driasdust over Clutterbuck, but the Doc- 
tor of Divinity over the Captain • Cedant 
arma tog^e — a maxim never to be forgot- 
ten at any time, but espedally to be re« 
membered when the soldier is upon half- 
pay. 
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But I bethink me that I am keeping 
you all this while iu the porch, and wea- 
rying you with long inductioi)s»when you 
would have me properare in mediam rem. 
As you willy it shall be done ; for as his 
Gnce is wont to say of me wittily, '' No 
man tells a story so well as Dr Driasdust» 
whm he has once got up to the starting- 
po6t.''--Jbco9e hoc. But to (tontinue. 
, I had skimmed the cream of the narra* 
live which I had received about a week 
since, and that with no small cost and 
pain ; for the hand of our parent is becoine 
so small and so o^bbed, that I was obli«- 
ged to use strong magnifiers. Feding 
my eyes a little exhausted towards the 
dose of the second volume, I leaned back 
in my easy chair, and began to considw 
whether several of the objections which 
Jbave been particularly urged against our 
father and patron, might not be considered 
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as applying, in an especial manner, te the 
papers I had perused. ** Here are fig- 
ments enough,'' said I to myself, ** to con- 
fuse the march of a whole history — an- 
achronisms enough to overset all chrono- 
logy ! The old gentleman hath broken all 
bounds — abiiU'-^evasit — erupit/* 

As these thoughts passed through my 
mind, I fell into a fit of musing, which 
is not uncommon with me after dinner, 
when I am altogether alone, or have no one 
with me but my curate. I was awake, 
however ; for I remember seeing, in the 
embers of the fire, a representation of a 
mitre, with the towers of a cathedral in 
the back-ground ; moreover, I recollect 
gazing for a certain time on the comely 
countenance of Dr Whiterose, my unde 
by the mother's side — ^the same who is 
mentioned in The Heart of Mid-Lo- 
thian— whose portrait, graceful in wig 
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and canonicals, hangs above my mantle- 
piece. Farther, I remember marking the 
flowers in the frame of carved oak, and 
casting my eye on the pistols which hang 
beneath, being the fire-arms with which, 
. in the eventful year 1746, my uncle meant 
to have espoused the cause of Prince 
Charles Edward ; for, indeed, so little did 
he esteera personal safety, in comparison 
of steady high-church principle, that he 
waited but the news of the Adventurer^s 
reaching London to hasten to join his 
standard. 

Such a doze as I then enjoyed, I find 
compatible with indulging the best and 
deepest cogitations which at any time 
arise in my mind. I chew the cud of 
sweet and bitter fancy, in a state betwixt 
sleeping and waking, which I consider 
as so highly favourable to philosophy, 
that I have no doubt some of its mpst 



VUl PREFATORY LETTER. 

distinguished systems have been oom- 
posed . under its influence* My servant 
is^ therefore^ instructed to tread as if up^ 
on down— n)y door4iinge8 are carefully 
oiled — and all appliances used to prevent 
me from bdng prematurely and harshly 
called back to the broad waking-day of 
a laborious w<»ld* My cust<»n9 in this 
particular^ is so well known, that the 
very school-boys cross the alley on tip* 
toe, betwixt the hours of four and five. 
My cell is the very dwelling of Morpheus. 
There is indeed a bawling knave of a 
broom-man, quern ego— but this Is mat- 
ter for the Quarter-Sessions. 

As my head sunk back upon theeai^« 
chair, in the philosophical mood which I 
have jqst desgribe^ and the eyes of my 
body began to dose, in order, doubtless, 
that ti)ose of my understanding might be 
the moi:e widely opened, I was startled 
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by a knoek at the' door, of a kind mcMre 
authoritatively boista'ous than is given 
at that hour by any visitor acquunted 
with my habits. 1 started up in my seat^ 
aod faeu'd the step of my servant hurry- 
ing ak>ng; the passage foUowed by a very 
heavy and measured pace, ivhich shook 
the long pak*floored gallery in sudi a 
manner, as forcibly to arrest my atten«- 
tioii. *^ A stranger, sir, just arrived from 
E^nburgh by the l^orth Mail, desires to 
speak with your Reverence/' Such were 
the words with which Jacob threw the 
door to the vreXl ; and the startled tone 
in .whidi he pronounced them, although 
there was noticing particular in the an- 
nunciation itself, prepared me for the ap- 
proach of a visitor of uncommon dignity 
and importance. 

The Author of Waverley entered, a 
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bulky and tall man, in a travelling great- 
coat, which covered a suit of snuff-brown, 
cut in imitation of that worn by the 
great Rambler. His flapped hat, for he 
disdained the modem frivolities of a tra- 
velling-cap, was bound over his head with 
a large silk handkerchief, so as to pro- 
tect his ears from cold at once, and from 
the babble of his pleasant companions in 
the public coach from which he had just 
alighted. There was somewhat of a sar- 
castic shrewdness and sense, which sate 
on the heavy penthouse of his shaggy 
grey eyebrow — ^his features were in other 
respects largely shaped, and rather heavy, 
than promising wit or genius; but he 
had a notable projection of the nose, si- 
milar to that line of the Latin poet, — 

— " immodicum surgit pro cuspide rostrum." 
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A stout walking-stick stayed his hand 
-.-a double Barcelona protected his neck 
— ^his belly was something prominent, 
^' but that's not much/' — ^bis breeches 
were substantial thickset — and a pair of 
top-boots, which were slipped down to 
ease his sturdy calves, did not conceal his 
comfortable travelling stockings of lambs 
wool, wrought, not on the loom, but on 
the wires, and after the venerable ancient 
fashion, known in Scotland by the name 
of ridge-and-^urrow. His age seemed to 
be considerably above fifty, but could not 
amount to threescore, which I observed 
with pleasure, trusting there may be a 
good deal of work had out of him yet ; 
especially as a general haleness of ap- 
pearance — the compass and strength of 
his voice — the steadiness of his step — the 
rotundity of his calf— *the depth of his 
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hem^ and the sonorous emphasis of his 
sneeze, were all signs of a constitution 
bulk for permanence. 

It struck me forcibly, as I gazed cm 
this portly person, that he realized, in 
my imagination, the Stout Gentleman in 
No. II., who afforded such subject of va* 
rying speculation to our most amusing 
and elegant Utopian traveUer, Master 
Greoffrey Crayon. Indeed^ but fcx one 
Mttle trait in the conduct of the said 
Stout Gentleman — I mean the gallantry 
towards his landlady, a thing which would 
greatly derogate from our Senior^s dba- 
racter — ^I should be disposed to conclude 
that Master Crayon had, on that memo- 
rable occasion, actually passed his time in 
the vicinity of the Author of Waverley. 
But our worthy patriarch, be it spoken 
to his praise, far from cultivating the so* 
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dety of the fair ^ex, seems, in avoiding 
the commerce of womankind, rather to 
imitate the humour of our friend and rela- 

* 

tibn, Master Jonathan Oldbuck, as I was 
led to conjecture, from a circumstance 
which occurred immediately after his en- 
trance. 

Having acknowledged his presence 
with fitting thanks and gratulations, I 
proposed to my venerated visitor, as the 
refreshment best suited to the hour of 
the day, to summon my cousin and house- 
keeper. Miss Catharine Whiterose, with 
the tea-equipage; but he rgectedmy pro- 
posal with disdain, worthy of the Laird 
of Monkbarns. ** No scandal-broth," he 
exclaimed ; ** no unidea'd woman's chat- 
ter for me. Fill the frothed tankard — 
slice the fatted rump — ^I desire no society 
but yours, and no refreshment but what 
the cask and the gridiron can supply.** 
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The beef-steak, and toast and tankard^ 
were speedily got ready; and whether 
an apparition, or a bodily presentation, 
my visitor displayed dexterity as a trench- 
er-man, which might have attracted the 
envy of a hungry hunter, after a fox- 
chase of forty miles. Neither did he 
fail to make some deep and solemn ap- 
peals, not only to the tankard aforesaid^ 
but to two decanters of Liondon parti- 
cular Madeira and old Fort ; the first of 
which I had extracted from its ripening 
place of depositation, within reach of the 
genial warmth of the oven ; the other,firom 
a deep crypt in mine own ancient cellar, 
which whaome may have held the vin- 
tages of the victors of the world, the 
arch being composed of Roman brick. I 
could not help admiring and congratu- 
lating the old gentleman upon the vigor- 
ous appetite which he displayed for the 
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genial cheer of old England. " Sir," was 
his reply, ** I must eat as an English- 
man, to qualify myself for taking my 
place at one of the most select compa- 
nies of right English spirits, which ever 
girdled in, and hewed asunder, a moun- 
tainous sirloin, and a generous plumb- 
pudding." 

I inquired, but with all deference and 
modesty, whither he was bound, and to 
what distinguished society he applied a 
description so general. I shall proceed^ 
in humble imitation of your example, to 
give the subsequent dialogue in a dra- 
matic form, unless when description be- 
comes necessary. 

Author ofWaverley. To whom should 
I apply such a description, save to tho 
only Society to whom it can be thorough- 
ly applicable — ^those unerring judges of, 
old books and old wine — the Roxburghe 
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Club of London ? Have you not heard 
that I hare been chosen a member of 
that Society of select Bibliomaniacs ? 

Driasdust {Rummaging in his packet.) 
I did hear something of it from Captain 
Clutterbuck, who wrote to me— ay, here 
is his letter — that such a report was cur- 
rent among the Scottish antiquaries, who 
were much alarmed lest you should be 
seduced into the heresy of preferring 
English beef to seven-year-old black-faced 
mutton. Maraschino to whisky, and tur- 
tle soup to cock-a-leekie ; in which case, 
they must needs renounce you as a lost 
man.-—" But,** adds our friend — his hand 
i. rather of . nuUtary d«ciption-better 
used to handle the sword than the pen 
— " Our friend is so much upon the 
SHU N — the sJiun^ I think it is — that 
it will be no light temptation which will 
withdraw him from his incognito.'* 
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Author. No light temptation^ unques- 
tionably ; but this is a powerful one, to 
hob or nob with the Tords of the literary 
treasures of Althorpe and Hodnet, in 
Madeira negus, brewed by the classical 
Dibdin — to share those profound debates 
which stamp accurately on each *' small 
volume, dark with tarnished gold,** its 
collar not of S. S. but of R. R. — to toast 
the immortal memory of Caxton, Valdar- 
ar, Pyn^on, and the other fathers of that 
great art, which has made aU, and eadi 
of us, wliat we are. These, my dear son; 
are temptations, to which you see me 
now in the act of resigning that quiet 
chimney-corner of life, in which, un- 
knowing and unknown — save * by means 
of the hopeful family to which I have 
given birth — I bad proposed to wear 'out 
the end of lifers evening grey. 

VOL. I. b 



X¥ni PBBFATOKY LETTER. 

8p saying, our venaraUe friend took 
afiQlber emphatic touch of the tankard, as 
if the very expressimi had suggested that 
specific remedy against the evils of life 
i^ckmimended in the celebrated response 
o( Johnson's andiorit^-- 
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Come^ my lad, and drink Kome bear." 



When he had placed on the table the 
silver tankard, and fetched a deep sigh 
to collect the respiration which the long 
draught bad interrupted, I could not help 
echoing it, in a note so pathetically com- 
passionate, that he fixed bis eyes on me 
with surprise. ^^ How is this ?^ said he^ 
somewhat angrily ; ^* do you, the crea* 
ture of my will, grudge me my prefer* 
ment? Have I dedicated to you, and 
your fellows, the best hours of my life for 
these seven years past ; and do you pre* 
sume to grumble or repine, because, in 
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thbse which are to oomeb I seek for voiiie 

enjoyment of life in society so congenial 

to my pursuits ?" I humbled mysdf be>- 

foro the offended Senior, and profesaed 

my innocence in all that could possibly 

give him displeasure. He seemed partly 

appeased, but still hent on me an eye of ! 

some suspicion, while he questioned me 

in the words of old Norton, in the ballad 

of the <* Rising in the North Country,'' ] 

Author, What wouldst thou have^ Francis Norton ? i 

Thou art my youngest son and heir; | 

Skwdetbing lies brooding at tb j heart— 
Whate'er it be^ to me declare. 

Driasduit Craving, then, your patnv 
nal forgiveness for my presumption, I 
only sighed at the possibility of your 
venturing yom*self amongst a body of 
critics, to whom, in the capacity of skil- 
ful antiquaries, the investigation of truth 
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k an especial duty, and who may there- 
fore visit with the more severe censure 
thoseaberrations, which it is so often your 
pleasure, to make from the path of true 
history. 

^ Author. I understand you. You mean 
to say these learned persons will have but 
little toleration for a romance, or a ficti- 
tious narrative, founded upon history? 

' Ihiasdust. Why, sir, I do rather ap- 
prehend, that their respect for the found- 
ation will be such, that they may be apt 
to quarrel with the inconsistent nature of 
the superstructure ; just as every classical 
traveller pours forth expressions of sor- 
row and indignation, wh^i, in travelling 
through Greece, he chances to see a Turk- 
ish kiosk rising on the ruins of an an- 
cient temple. 

Author. But since we cannot rebuild 
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the temple, a kiosk may be a pretty things 
may it not ?. Not quite correct in archi*- 
tecture, strictly and clasiically critidzed ; 
but presenting something uncommon to 
the eye, and something fantastic to th^ 
imagination, on which the spectator gazes 
with pleasure of the same description 
which arises from the perusal of ah East- 
em tale. 

« Driiisdust. 1 am unable to dispute with 
you in metaphor, sir ; but I must say, in 
discharge of my conscience, that you stand 
mudi censured for adulterating the pure 
soiu*ces of historical knowledge. You ap- 
proach them, men say, like the drunken 
yeoman, who, once upon a time, polluted 
the crystal spring which supplied the thirst 
of his family, with a score of sugar loaves 
and a hogshead of rum ; and thereby con- 
verted a simple and wholesome beverage 
into a stupefying, brutefying, and intoxi- 
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eating flnid ; swdeter^ indeed^ to the tast^ 
limn the natural ly inph, btat» for that rery 
reason, more seductively dangerous. 

j^mihar. I allow yonx metaphor. Doe- 
tor ; but yet, Aough good punch cannot 
supply thie want of spring-^water, it ia, 
when modestly used, nomahumhk^e; and 
I should have thought it a diabby Himg 
of the parson of the parish, had he helped 
fo drmk otit tfat! wdl on SatiiTday mght, 
and ]^0aGhed s^^ainst the honest bosj^ta- 
blejneoman on Sunder momiiig. Idiould 
have answered to Inm, that the Tery fia- 
Tour oT the fiquov slH)uld have put him 
aft once upon hia guwd % and tbat^ if he 
had taken a drop over much, he ought to 
blame his own imprudence more tlnm the 
bosfntality of his entertainer. 

Drm&dust. I profess I do not exaetiy 
see how tibis applies. 

Amibor. No ; you are one of those nu- 
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merous disputants, who wHUnerrer f<dlow 
thdr metaphor a step farther thoD it goes 
theu: own way* I will explaiiir A poor 
fellow, like myself, weary with ransfld&- 
ing his own barreh and bounded imagiD»- 
tion, looks out for some gmeral subjeet 
in the huge and boundless field of history, 
which holds lorth exampkb of tivery kind 
•-^lights on some personage, or sotne oom*- 
bination of circumstancte, or some stac- 
king trait of manners, whidihe tfainksmay 
be advantageonsly used as the basis of a 
fictitious namiAiTe^bedizens it with such 
colouring as his skill suggests«-<nntiamMits 
it with such romantic dreumstances as 
may heighten the general effect— investsit 
wUh such shades of character, as will best 
octttrast with each other^-^tmd thinks, per« 
haps, be has done tome service to the pub- 
lic, if he can present to tkiem a ttrdy ficti- 
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V 

tious picture, for which the original anec-* 
dote or circamstance, which he made free 
to press into his service, only furnished a 
slight sketch. Now I cannot perceive the 
slightest harm in this. The stores of his- 
tory are accessible to every one ; and are 
no more exhausted or impoverished by 
the hints thus borrowed from them, than 
the fountain is drained by the water which 
we subtract for domestic purposes. And 
in reply to the sober dbarge of falsehood, 
against a narrative announced positively 
to be fictitious, one can only reply, by 
Prior's exclamation, 

'' Odzooks^ must one swear to the truth of a song ?" 

Dria^ust Nay; butlfearmethatyou 
are here eluding the charge. Men do not 
seriously accuse you of misrepresenting 
history ; although I assure you I have seen 
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some grave treatises, in which it was 
thought necessary to contradict your as- 
sertions. 

Author. That certainly was to point a 
discharge of artilla'y against a wreath of 
morning mist. 

Driasdust But besides, and especially, 
it is said that you are in danger of causing 
history to be neglected — ^readers being 
contented with such frothy and superficial 
knowledge, as they acquire from your 
works, to the effect of inducing them to 
neglect the severer and more accurate 
sources of information. 

Author. I deny the consequence. On 
the contrary, I rather hope that I have 
turned the attention of the public on va^ 
rious points, which have received elucida-^ 
tion from writers of more learning and re- 
search, in consequence of my novels ha- 
ving attached some interest to them. I 
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BHght giTeinttaiioet, bat I hate yanity— . 
I hate vanity. The fabtory of the divining 
rod is well known — it is a slight valueless 
img in itself but indicates, by its tnotion^ 
whdre veins of predons metal are eonceal' 
ed below the earth, which afterwards en* 
rich the adventurers by whood they are la- 
boriondy and carefully wrought. Idaini 
no more ni^t for nay Ittstoricsl hints ; bui 
this is somethings 

l>riasitla9^. We severer avtiq^^ 
may grant that this is true ; to ^it, that 
your works may occassonally have pttt 
men of solid judgment upon researches 
wttch they would not peibaps have odier- 
wise tliought of undertaking. But this 
vrUl kave you still accountable for mis- 
leading Ibe young, the indolent, mA the 
giddy, by tbustin^ into their hands 
works, whidi, whfle they have so mudi 
the appearance of conveying information, 
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88 may prore perhaps a salve totlidr con* 
sciences for ^nploying their leisuife in the 
perusal) jet leave their giddy brains con* 
tented with the crude, uncertain, and often 
fidsestatementSy which youtrnovelsabound 
with. 

Autkor. It would be very unbecoming 
in me, reverend sir, to accuse a gentleman 
of your doth of cant ; but pray is there 
not something Ulce it in the pathos with 
which you enforce tbeae dailgers ? Iliv^, 
on the contrary, that by introducing the 
busy and the youthful to '^ truths severe 
in &iry fiction dressed/' I am doiligaieal 
service to the more ingenious and th« 
more apt among them ; &a the love «f 
knowledge wants but a beginning.««^he 
kast spark will give fire when the trdln 
is properly prepared ; ilnd having been 
interested in fietitioufl advefitures^ ascrir 
bed to a historical period and duuraeters, 
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the reader begins next to be anxious to 
learn what the facts really ware, and how 
far the novelist has justly represented 
them. 

But even where the mind of the more 
careless reader remains satisfied with the 
light perusal he has aiBbrded to a tale of 
fiction, he will still lay down the book 
with a degree of knowledge, not perhaps 
of the most accurate kind, biit such as he 
might not otherwise have acquired. Nor 
is this limited to ininds of a low and in- 
curious description ; but, on the contrary, 
comprehends many persons otherwise of 
high talents, who, nevertheless, either 
from lack of time, or of perseverance, are 
willing to sit down contented with the 
slight information which is acquired in 
such a manner. The great Duke of Marl- 
borough, for example, having quoted, in 
conversation, some fact of English history 
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rather inaccurately , was requested to name 
his authority. ** Shakespeare's Historical 
Plays," answered the conqueror of Blen- 
heim ; ** the only English history I ever 
read in my life." And a hasty recollection 
win eonXce^y of u, how much better 
we are acquainted with those parts of 
English history which that immortal bard 
has dramatized, than with any other por- 
tion of British, story. 

Driasdust And you, worthy sir, are 
ambitious to render a similar service, to 
posterity ? 

Author. May the saints forefend I 
should be guilty of such unfounded va- 
nity ! I only show what has been done 
when there were. giants in the land. We 
pigmies of the present day, may at leasts 
however, do. something ; and it is well to 
have a pattern before our, eyes, though 
that pattern be inimitable. 
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DrioHhut. Well, sir^ with me you must 
have your own course ; and for treasons 
well known to you, it is impossible for me 
to reply to you in argument. But I doubt 
if all you have said will reconcile the pub- 
lic to the anachronisms of your present 
volumes. Here you have a Countess oi 
Derby, fetched out of her cold grave, and 
saddled with a set of adventures dated 
twenty years after her death. 

AtUhar. She may sue me for damages, 
as in the case Dido versus Virgil. 

Driasdust. A worse fault is, that your 
manners are even more incorrect than 
usual. Your Puritan is fidntly traced, in 
comparison to your Cameronian. 

Author* I agree to the charge ; but al- 
though I still omsider hypocrisy and en^ 
thusiasm as fit food for ridicule and satire, 
yet I am sensible of the difficulty of hold<- 
ing fanaticism up to laughter or abhor- 
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rdpfie» without using colouring which may 
give offmo^ to the sincerely worthy and 
religious. Many things aire lawful whidi 
we ^e taught are not convenient ; and 
itt^fi are many tones of feeling which are 
top resectable to be insulted, though we 
do JRQt altogether sympathize with them. 

DrioHckist Not to mention, my worthy 
sir, that perhaps you may think the sub- 
ject exhausted. ♦ 

Author. The devil take the men of this 
generation &r putting the worst construc- 
tion on their neighbour's conduct ! 

So saying, and flinging a testy sort of 
adieu towards me with his hand, he open- 
ed the door, and ran hastily down stairs. 
I started on my feet, and rang for my 
servant, who instantly came. I demand- 
ed what had become of the stranger — he 
denied that any such had been admitted 
— I pointed to the empty decanters, and 
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he — he — ^he had the assurance to intimate 
that such vacancies were sometimes made 
when I had no better company than my 
own. I do not know what to make of 
this doubtful matter, but will certainly 
imitate your example, in placing this dia- 
logue, with my present letter, at the head 
of Peveril of the Peak. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Very much your faithful and 
obedient servant, 

Jonas Driasdust. 



Michaelmas^ay, 1892, 
York. 
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CHAPTER I, 



When dvil dndgm tat CV4W )i«8^ 
And men f«ll out they knew not wh/ ; 
When fovl woidi, Jcalouiiec, and feift. 
Set IIbUdi tofgecher bj the e^ifp*- 

BUTLEB. 

Ul^iLLiAM^ the Conqueror of jj^giand^ wm, 
or supposed himself to be^ the fathev of a ctiw 
tain William Pe^reril^ who attended him to tko 
battle of Hastings, aod there diatingniJbed hfan« 
sel£ The HberaLmiaded Monardi, vho assifr* 
med in his obartevs Ae yeiitabla tide of GuliaL 
mus BastaiduBy was not likely toli^faia aon^s ifle. 
gttina^ be anjr bar to the course of hb rojwl 
&vour> vhen the lam of England were imnd 
fronr the mouth of the Normaa victor» ami the 
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lands of the Saxons were at his unlimited dispo- 
sal. William Peveril obtiuned a liberal grant of 
property and lordships in Derbyshire, and became 
the Mseotor of that Gothic fortress, which, hitng- 
ing over the mouth of the Devlin's Cavern, so well 
known to tourists, gives the name of Castleton to 
the adjacent village. 

From this feudal Baron, who chose his nest 
upon the principles: cm which an eagle selects her 
eyry, and built it in such a fashion as if he had 
intended it, as an Irisiiinan said of the Martello 
towers, for the sole purpose of puzzling poste- 
rity, there was, or conceived themselves to be, 
descended (for their pedigree was rather hypo- 
thetical) an opulent family of knightly rank, in 
the J same county^ I>a*by. The great fief <^ 
Castleton, with its adjacent' wastes and forests, 
and all the wonders whidi they contain, had been 
forfdted: in« King John'^s stormy days, by one 
William. Peveril, and had been granted anew to 
the Lord Ferrers of that day. Yet this William^s 
descendants, though no longer possessed <^ what 
they allq^ to be iheir criginal property, were 
long distinguished by the proud txtk 4if PeveriU 
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of the Feak; which servtd to outtk their Ug^ de-> 
scent, and loiiy pretetisionB. . ' ) 

In Charles the Secoad^s tifliey the teptema/t^, 
tive of this ancient fimly wds Sit Beotbey Pe«w 
yetiU a man who had many of th^ ordimory aU 
tributes of an old-fashioned country gentleaian^: 
and. very fevf individual traits to distinguiah hink 
from the getetal portnut of that woj^thy class of 
mankind. He was pi^oud of staall advantaiges,: 
angry at small djisap[^oihtments,ifioapable of fonn-' 
ing any resolution or opinion abstrabt^ firom hiar 
own prejudices — ^he was proud of hisUf th, lavisb 
in hi$ hou9ekeepingy ibonrivial with his kindred 
and acquaintances, who would ailaw^his'superio^' 
rity in rank*--C(»itentioiia and qiianelsome with: 
all that crossed his pretdinons— «kind to the pocuv 
except when they plundered his game-— * royalist 
in his political opinions, and one whodetesledr 
alike a Roundhead, a poacher, and a Presbyte- 
rian. In religion Sir treoffrey was a high dunrch*^ 
man, of so exalted a striain that ntaHy thought be 
stilt nourished in private the Roman Gatholic te« 
nets, whicli hi& family had only renounced in .hia 
father's time, and that he had a dispensatioa for' 
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cetttmaiiag in ontwaBdl obBenraacei to the Pro- 
tefttant faith. There was at leaat voeh a acandal 
anogit tte Puritaiu, mi the mflocnce which 
Sir CkxiBfey Fvrenl oevtanfy appeared to posaesa 
aaaoqpt the Cothdie geotkaaen of Derbyshm 
aod Chednre^ lutinid to give oooBteaanoe to the 



'SaekwaaSor Gaoflb^^whoiDigfaihave passed 
i* Ua gwra widioUt ftutbcr diatinctioa thn a 
htaiB-plate m tbi lAiaiictel^ had he oot lived in^ 
timea whii^ ftmsed die moat inactive spirits into 
exttrtbn, as a iempeit inflneAoes the slu^sh wa. 
IBVS of die deadest mem. When the CivU Wars 
broke out, Peverii of the Peak, proud firoao pedi- 
gtee, and brave tgreoBstitiatioiiyrnaedar^iaiient 
fisr the Khig, andnriiewed tipan aavend ooonoiia 
moae ca pacit y to coaaasandy thaa meii had heve- 
toftve given him ereoit fiar* 
> £vea in the midst of the civil tucmoil, he fell 
in love wida, and manied, a beaatifbl and aaQiaUe- 
jaimg lady of tlie noble house of Stanley; snd 
from that time had the mme merit in his loyalty, 
asitdivoroed him from her society, unless at very 
brief internds, when his duty permitted an occa^ 
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viattoluihoine. floomiiig^tobtallufed 
ham kis miliury duty bj domettie nidiieetiieats^ 
Feveril of tbe Peak fought on for fteverai t^^tf^ 
jpeafB of civil war^ and perfonned his part with 
Hiflkie&t 'gallantry, until his regiment was sor- 
piued and cut to pieces by Poyntft, Cromwciirs 
entexpriaing and suooessful general of eavdry. 
The defeated cavalier escaped from the Held of 
battkv <^y ^^^ A ^^^^ descendant of Wflliam tbe 
Cbnquam, 'disdaining sufaaciisBioB, threw himself 

4 

iato his dwn castellated manuon^-hottse, which was 
ottasked and defended in a siege of that irregular 
kind which caused tbe destruction of so many 
biutmial residences during tbe course of these 
mJiappy wars. Martzndale C«stk, after having 
suffered severely from the cannon whidi Crom* 
well himself bronght against it, was at length 
surrendered wb«i at the last extremity. Sir 
Geoffrey bmiself became a prisoner^ and while 
hb hborty was only restored upon a promise of 
liemaining a. peaceful subject to the Common- 
wealth in f^ture, bis former deUaquencies, as 
they were terin^ by the ruling party, were 
verely punished by fine and sequestration. 
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; But.ii^herfabfoB^Bdptoimsevliiorthefearof 
further unideasant oohsequences to his person oil 
property, could prerent Peveril of the Beak fjroni 
joining the gallant Earl of Derbj the night bcforer 
the fatal engagement in WigganJane, where that 
EarPs forces were dispersed. Sir Greoffce j had 
his share in that action, and escaped with the re. 
liques of the royalists after the defeat, to join' 
Charles II.. He witnessed also the final* ddisat' 
of Worcester, whare he was a second .time inadc^ 
prisoner, and as being, in the opinion of* Crom-i 
well and the language of tbe'times, an oI»tinate. 
malignant, he was in great danger of having sha^' 
red witji the Earl of Derby his execution at JBol* 
ton-Ie->Moor, as he had piartalcen .with him the* 
dangers of two actions. * But Sir Greofirey^s life- 
was preserved by the interest of a friend, wha 
possessed influence in the councils of Oliver.*- r 
This was a Mr Bridgenorth,. a gentleman of mid-J 
dling quality, whose father had been successful in' 
some coibmercial .adventure during the peaceluli 
reign <tf James I. ; and;^o had beqtieadied im 
son a considerable sum of money, in addition to 
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the) amall patnmon^ which he inherited from his 
fftther. 

. The. substantial, though moderate-sized brick 
building of Moultl^assie Hall, was but two mile^ 
distant from Martindale Castle, and the young 
Bridgenorth attended the same school with the 
heir of the Peverils. A sort of companionship^- 
if not intimacy, took place betwixt them, which 
continued during their youthful sports-— the ra- 
ther that Bridgenorth, though he did not at heart 
admit Sir Geoffrey ''s claims of superiority to the 
extent which the other'^s vanity would, have ex-* 
acted, paid deference, in a reasonable degree to' 
the representative of a family so much more an* 
cient and important than his own, without con* 
Reiving that he in any respect degraded himself 
by doing so. 

. Mr Bridgenorth did not, however, carry his 
complaisance so far as to embrace Sir Geoffrey V 
side during the Civil War. On the contrary, a9 
an active Justice of the Peace, he asasted emi- 
nently in arraying the militia in the cause of the 
Parliament, and for some time held a military 
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M^mnisitodii ift that aerriee. ThiB^tnmjmeAjaw^ 
ing to his religious principles, for he was % zea* 
Ions PresbytimaB, partly to his pditioal ideas, 
which, without being abscJutely democratical, fa- 
voured the pc^ular side of the great natioDal 
quesdon. Besides, he was a mooied nan, and to 
9. certain extent had a shrewd eye to his wiorldly 
interest. He understood how to improve the op* 
p(»*tumtie8 which civil war afforded, of advandng 
bis fortune^ by a dexterous use of his capital ; 
and he was not at a loss to perceive that these 
were likely to be obtnned by joimng the Parlia^ 
ment ; while the King^s cause, as it was managed, 
held out nothing to the wealthy but a course of 
exaction and compulsory Ioans» For these rea- 
sons, l^idgenorth became a decided Roundhead, 
and all friendly communication betwixt his nogh* 
boar and him was abruptly broken asunder. 
This was di»ie with the less acrimony, that, du-* 
ring the Civil War, Sir Geoffrey was almost con* 
atantly in the field, following the vacillating and 
unhappy fortunes of his mastar; while MajcH* 
Bridgenorth, who soon renounc^l active aniitary 
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service, resUkd chiefly in LoDdon, and only oc- 
ca^(mally visited the Hali, far the purpoee of 
^tektkg his wife and tamily. 

Upon these visits he learned, and it was witli 
great ple»sare be received the intelligenoe, that 
Lady Peveril bad shewn much occasional kind* 
ness to Mrs Bridgenorth, md bad actually given 
her and her fenuly rtialter ia Martindale Castle, 
frtienMonkrasfiae Hall was threatened with {ullage 
by a body of Prince Rupeit^s ill-dbciplined cava- 
Bears* This acquaintance had been matured by 
ftieqttent walks together, which the vicinity of 
their pkces of residence suffered the Lady Pe« 
verfl to arrange with Mrs Bridgenorth, who 
deemed bersstf much honoured in being thus 
iMlmiHed iafto Ae society of so distinguished a 
kdy. Mik)or Bridgenorth heard of this grow, 
nag intimacy with great pleasure, 'and he deter- 
mined to repay the obligation, as far as he could 
wMiout much hurt to himself, by interfering 
wi4i all bift influence, in behalf of h^ unfortu^ 
iMAte husband. It was chiefly owing to Major 
Bridgenorth's mediation, that Sir Geoffrey's life 
was saved alter Worcester battle. He obtained 

1 
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him pa'misdon to compbuudfor bis estate OO; 
easier teims than maay who bad beea less obsti-j 
nate in malignancy; and, finally, when, iii order ^ 
to raise the money to pay the composition, the 
Knight was obliged to sell a considerable portion, 
of his patrimony, M^or Bridgenorth became the 
purchaser, and that af a larger price than had- 
been paid to any cavalier under imch circpp* 
stances, by a member of the Committee for Se^ 
questrations. It is true^ the prudent comi^it^ 
tee-man did not, by any means, lose i^ight .of^ 
his own'interest in the transaction, for. the price, 
was, afteii alU very moderate, and the property: 
lay acQacent to Moultrassie Hall, the value ol- 
which was at least trebled by the acquisition. 
But then it was also true, that the unfortunate; 
owner must have submitted to much Worse con^ 

• 

ditions, had the committee-man used, as others, 
did, the full advantages which his situation gave^ 
him; and Bridgenorth took cii^dit to himself,r 
and received it from others, for having, on thi» 
occasion, fairly sacrificed his interest to his liber 
rality. . :. 

Su* Geoffrey Peveril was of the same opiniooy 

3 
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and i the rather that Major Bridgenorth seemed 
to endare his exalti^ion with great moderation, 
and was disposed to shew him personally the 
same defeiienee in the rise of bis fortunes, which 
be had exhibited formerly in their early acquaint- 
ance*. It is but justice to fifajor Bridgenorth to 
observe, that in this conduct he paid respect as 
much to the 9iisfortiine9 as to the pretensions of 
his far^descended neighbour, and that, with the 
frank generosity, of a blunt Englishman, he con* 
ceded points of ceremony about which he him« 
self was indifferent, merely because he saw that 
his doing so gave pleasure to Sir Geoffrey. 
- Feyeril of the Peak did justice to his neigh- 
bour s delicacy, in consideration of which he for* 
got many things. He forgot that Major Bridge* 
north was already in possession over a fair third 
of liis estate, 4ind had various pecuniary claims 
affecting' the remainder, to the extent of one- 
third more. He endeavoured even to forget, what 
it was still more difficult not to remember, tljke 
altered situation in which they and their mansions 
now stood to each other. 
• Before thp Civil War, the superb battlements 
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and turrets of Marlindale Castle, situated on a 
rock of some eminence, looked down on the red 
brkkrbidte ball, as. it stole put fixmi tke green . 
plantations, just as an oak in Martiiiclale Ciiase 
would have looked beside one of the stunted and 
formal joung beech-trees with whidi Brii^nortii 
had graced lus avenue; bist after ifaenege which 
we: have oommenianitedy dm enlarged andangi 
mented Hall was aanraf^predominant in die land, 
scape over the shattered and hlarikfrned ruins of 
the Castle, of wbicli onlj one wing was kft ha^ 
bit^le, as the youthful beedv inallitaTigonr of 
shoot and bud, would shew to thesame aged oak 
stripped of its boughs, and rifted by lightning, oae- 
half lipd in shivers on the ground^ and theolher 
remaining a Uackened and ungraceful trunk, rent 
and splintered, and without either life or leaves. 
Sir Geoffrey could not but £eel, that the situatioki 
and prospects of the two neighbours were ex«i 
dbanged aa disadvanta^sously for hamsdf as the 
appearance of their asanflions ; and that though 
the authority c^ the man in office binder the Par*, 
liament, the sequestratmr, and the Qoomitteep 
nan, had been only everted for the pKotiotioii of 
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the ca^dScv and the mafignant, they would bare 
heen as effectual if applied to procure his itttcv 
ruin ; and that he was becone a dient) while his 
neighbour was elevated into a patron. 

There were two conaiideiatioiu^ besides die ne* 
cesRtyof the case and the. constant advice of fait 
lady, whidi ie«abled Peveril of the Peak to en* 
dure, with some patknoe» thia state of degrada» 
tion. The first was^ that the polatics of Ma}or 
Bridgenotth began, on many pouits, to as8aaii«- 
milate themselves to his own. Aa a Ftcaby te# 
rian, he wb& not an utter enemy to monarchy, 
and had been consideraUy shocked at the unex^ 
pected trial and execution of the Sing ; as a cL 
vilian and a man of pcopcarty, he feared the do^ 
mination ot the military ; and though he wished 
not to see Charles restored by force of arms, yet 
h^ arrived at the eonclasioii, : that to bring back 
the heir cf the rdyaii faimly on such terms of com* 
position as might ensure the proteedon of those 
popular imaiounitiesi and privileges for which thr 
L ong Parliament had at jBrat oontended, wouldbe 
the surest, and mo0t d^esifable terminationi loi the 
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mtitationsof State .which bad agitated Britain.' In* 
deed, the Major'^8 ideas on this point approached 
so nearly Uiose of hb neigbour, that'he bad well 
nigh suffered Sir Geoffrey, who had a finger itf 
almost all the consprades of th^ BoyaIist6,'to 
involve him in the unfortunate rising o( Penrud* 
dock and Groves, in the W£st, in which many of 
the Presbyterian interest, as w^U as the eayalier 
party, were engaged; ' Aild. though his habitual 
prudence eveotufJly kept him out of this and 
other dangers. Major ftidgenorth was considered, 
durii^ the bfet years of Cromweirs domination, 
and the inter-regnum which succeeded, as a disaf- 
fected person to the Commixnrealth, and a fa<» 
vourei* of Charles Stuart. . 

fiiit besides this approximation to the same 
political opinions, another bond of intimacy uni« 
ted the families of the Castle and the Hall. Ma- 
jor Bridgenortb, fortunate, and eminoitly so in 
all his worldly traqsactions, was visited by severe 
and reiterated roisfbttupes in his family, and be* 
came, in this particular, an object of compas- 
aion tahis poorer and more decayed neighbour. 
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Betwixt the breaking out of the Civil War and the 
Restoration^ he lost saccesslvely a family, of no 
less than six children, apparently through a de- 
licacy of constitution which, cut.off the little.prat- 
tlersat the early age when they most wind them- 
selves around the heart of the parents. . 

In the beginning of the year 1658, Major 
Bridgienorth was childless ; , ere it ended, he had a 
daughter^ indeed, but her birth was purchased by 
the death of an affectionate wifb, whose constitu- 
tion bad been exhausted by matemal grief, and by 
the anxious and harrowing reflection, that from 
her the children they bad lost derived that delicacy 
of health, which proved unable to undergo the tear 
and wear of existence. The same v<nce which told 
Bridgcnorth that he was father of alivii^ child^ 
(it was the friendly voice of Lady Pjeveril,) com* 
municated to him the melancholy intelligence that 
he was no longer a husband* The feelings of jVia* 
jor Bridgenorth wei» stifong and deep, rather than 
hasty and vehement ; aild his grief assumed the 
form of a sullen stupor; frdia which neither the 
frieiidly remonstrances of Sir GeoSreJr, who did 
not fail to be with his n^ghbour^at this 
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iDg ooBJmictuTe, eren though he knev he omat 
«ieet the Piresbjteiiiuipattor, nor thegfaoBfcljr eiu 
horUtkxBB of tlus hitter peraoD, were aUe to roiise 
the iinfortunAte widower. 
• At length L^adj Pevcrily with the vea^ mven- 
tion of a female aharpoied bjr the tight of daa- 
treas and the feeUpgs of aympathy, tried on'the 
auffiner one of those esEperimenta by whidi grief 
IS often awakened from deapdndeaey into tean. 
-She placed inBridgenorth^s arms the infant whoae 
birth had coat him ao dear, and eonjuied him to 
remember that his Alioe waa not yet dead, rince 
she surviTed in the hdpleaa ehild ahe had left to 
his patenial cave* 

<< Take her away— take her away T aaid ^ 
unhiq[ipy man, and they were the first worda he 
had qpoken ; '^ let me not lode on her-^t ia but 
toother blossom that has bloomed to fade, and 
the tree that bore it will never flourish more !^ 

He almost threw the diild into Lady PeveriTs 
arms, placed his hands before his fiice, and wqpt 
aloud. Lady Peveril did not say, '^ fie comfort- 
ed,^ but she ventured lo pvomiae that the hk)s- 
som should ripen to fruit. 
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Never, never f* said Bridgenorth ; " take the 
unhappy child away, and let me only know when 
I shall wear black ibr her— Wear black (* he ex- 
cljumed, interrupting himself, ^ what other co- 
lour shall I wear during the r»nainder of my 
life?'' 

'^ I will take the child for a season,'* saidi Lady 
Peveril, '< innce the sight of her is so ptdnful to 
you ; and the little Alice shall share the nursery 
of our Julian, until it shall be pleasune and not 
pain for you to look on her." 

** That hour will never come," said the unhap- 
py father ; ** her doom is written^-— she wHl follow 
the rest— Gbd's will be done.— Lady^ I thank you 
-—I trust her to your care ; and t thank God 
that my eye shall not seeber dying agonies.'* 

Without detaining the reader's attention long- 
er on this punful theme, it is enough to say that 
the Lady Peveril did undertake the duties of a 
moth^ to the little orphan ; and perhaps it was 
owing, in a great measure, t^her judicious treats 
ment of the infant that it's feeble life was preser- 
ved, sihi^e the glimmo'ing spark might probably 

• 

have been altogether smothered, had it, like' thi^ 
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Major'*s former children, undergone the over*, 
care and over-ntirsing of a mother rendered ner« 
youslj cautious and anxious by so many succes- 
sive losses. The lady was the more ready to un* 
dertake this charge, that she herself bad lost two 
infant children ; and that she attributed the pre- 
servation of the third, now a fine healthy child of 
^ree years olc^ to Juliana's being subjected to ra^ 
thera different course of diet and treatment than 
was then generally practised. Sho resolved to fel- 
low the same regimen with the little orphan which 
she had observed in tb^ case of her own boy, and 
it was equally successful. * By a more sparing use 
of medicine, by a bolder admission of fresh air, 
by a firm yet cautious attentimi to encourage ra- 
ther than to supersede the exertions' of nature, 
the puny infant, under the care of an excellent 
nurse, gradually improved in strength and in live- 
liness. 

Sir Geoffirey, like most men of his frank and 
good-natured disposiUpn, was naturally fond of 
children, £^nd so much compassionated the sor- 
rows of his neighbour,, that he entirely forgot his 
being a Presbyterian, until it became necessary 
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that the infant should be christened by a teacher 

. . • » , 

of that persuasion. 

This was a tiying case— the father seemed in- 

« • 

capable of giving direction, and that the thresh- 
old of Martindale Castle should be violated by 

a ..... 

the heretical step of a dissenting clergyman, was 
matter of horror to its orthodox owner. He had 
seen the famous Hugh Peters, with a' Itible in 
Dne hand and a pistol in the other, ride in triumph 
through the court-door when Martindale was surr 
rendered, and the bitterness of that hour had en-: 
tered like iron into his souK Yet such was jLady 
Peveril's influence over the prej udicies of her htis- 
band, that he was induced to connive at the ce-' 
remony taking place in a remote garden-house, 
which was not properly within the precincts of the 
Castle-wall. The lady even dared to be present 

r 

while the ceremony was performed by the reve- 
rend Master Solsgrace, who had once preached a 
sermon of three hours length before the House 
of Commons, upon a thanksgiving occasion after 

the relief of Exeter. ' Sir Geoffrey Peveril took 

. . • -■ • . 

care to be absent the whole day from the Castle, 
and it was only from the great interest which be 
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took Ih the washiog, perfuoung, and as it were 
purification of the summer-house^ that it could 
have been guessed he knew anj thing of irfiat 
had taken place in it. 

But, whatever prejudices the good Sjoight 
might entertain against his neighbour's form of 
religion, they did not in any way influence his 
feeUogs towards him as a sufferer under severe 
affiietiDil. The mode in whidi he shewed his sym- 

« 

pathy was rather nngukr^ but exactly suited the 
character of hoA, and^the terma on which they 
stood with each other. 

Morning after morning the good Baronet 
made Moultrassie Hall the termination of his 
walk or nde, and said a angle word of kindness 
as he passed. Sometimes he entered the old par- 
lour where the proprietor sate in solitary wretch* 
edness and despondency ; but more frequently^ 
(for Sir Geoffirey did not pretend to great taknts 
of conversation^) he paired on the terrace, and 
stopping 04; halting bis horse by the latticed 
window, said aloud U> the mekmcholytinmatey 
<< How is it with you. Master Bridgenorth ? (the 
Kmght^ would never acknowledge bis neaighbottr''s 
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Unitary rank of Major;) I just looked in td biA 
you keep a good hearty man, and to tell you thai 
Julidn is well» and little Alice b well, and all axe 
well at Martindale Castle.^ 

A deep sigh, sometimes tousled with << I thank 
yoa, Smt Geoffrey; my grateful duty waits on 
Lady Perml,^ was generally BHdgenorth's only 
answer. But the news was received on the one 
part with the kindness which ni^as designed np« 
on the other ; it gradually became less piainfaf 
and more interesting : th^ lattuce window was i)e- 
ver closed, nor was the leathern easychair, which 
stood next to it, ever empty, when the usual boor 
ei Che BaronetV momentary risit tfpproached.-^ 
At length the expectation of that passing minute, 
became the piTot upon which the thoughts of 
poor Bridgenorth turned during all the rest of 
the^ day. Most tnen hare known the influence of 
saeh brief but ruling moments at some period of 
th0ir lives. The moment when a lover passes the 
window of his niistress*«-the moment when the 
efttcure hears the dinner-bell, is that into which 
is crowded the whole interest 6t the day— 4:he 
hours which precede it aire spent in anticipatidn ; 
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the homrs which follow, in refleet»>n on what 
has passed'; and ftOKj dwelling on each brief cbr- 
cumstance, gives to seconds the duration of mi- 
nutes, to minutes that of hotirs. Thus seated is 
his lonely chair, 'Bridgenorth could catch at a 
distance the stately step of Sir Geoffrey, or. the 
heavy tramp of his war-^horse, Btack Hasti^s, 
^ich'had borne him in many an action; he 
could hear the hum of ^^ The Ejng shall en- 
joy his own agatn,^ or the haUtpal whistle of 
f ^ Cuckcdds and Roundheads,^ die into revei^n* 
tial inlence,' as the Knight a'pproached the man- 
sion of affliction; and then came the strong 
hale voice of the huntsman-soldier with its u^al 
greeting. 

By degrees, the communication becione some* 
thing more protracted, as Major Bridgenorth^s 
^ef, like all human feelings, lost its overwhelm- 
ing violence, and permitted him to attend, in steie 
degree, to what passed around him, to. dischairgie 
various duties which pressed themselves, and to 
pve a share of attention to' the situation of the 
country, distracted as it was by the contending 
factions, whose strife only tenninated in the Re^ 
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stovation. StHl, hoMTever, though 'slowly Tecover- 
iiig ifrom the efi^ts of the shock which hehad sas- 
Udned) Major B^ridgenorth felt himself as yet un. 
able to make up bi^ mind to the efibrt necessary to 
see his infant ; and though separated by so brief 
a j^ace from the beiiig in whose, existence he was 
move interested than in any thing'the world af- 
Ibrded, he only made himself acquainted with the 
windows. of the apartment whete little Alice was 
lodged; and was ofien observed to' watch them 
from the teri-aee, as they brightened in the evemng 
under the influence of the setting sim. In truth, 
diough a strong-minded man in most respects, he 
was unable to lay a»de the gloomjimpresaonthat 
this reinainix^ pl^g^ of affection was soon to be 
conveyed to that grave which had already de« 
voured all beudeis which was dear to him ; and 
he awiuted in miserable suspense the moment 
when he should hear that symptoms of the fatal 
malady had begun to 'shew themselves. 

But the rmce of Pevenl' continued to be tha^ 
oi a comforter, until the month of April, 1660, 
wheii it suddenly assumed a new and different 
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tooe. .*' The Kiag shall eojoy his own ag«iii/*. 
fiir from ceasing, as the hasty tread of Black 
Hastings came up the ayenue, bore bttrtbea tp 
Ibe cltttter of his hoofs on the paved court- jardy 
as Sir Greoffrey sprang from his great wttr-saiitcUey 
now once more, garnished with {Hstols of two feet 
in length, and, armed with steel-eqfv back and 
bveBSt^ ajld a truncheon in bis hand, be rushed 
into tl% apartment of the aatomshed Major, with 
his ^yes qparkliii{g^ and his cheek inflamed, as he 
caBcd oi^-^^^^Upi up, neighbour! No tine 
now to mope in the diimney-eomer* Where is 
your buSlcoat md broadsword, man ? Take the 
true md^ once in ytmr life, ttid mend past tm* 
teiM9L The King is all lenity, man — att royal 
nature and mercy. I will get your full pardon.^ 

^ What means aU this ? said Bridgenortb--.<< is 
att well wkh yoia— all weB at Martindale Castl^ 
Sir Geoffrey r 

^ Well as yon oocdd wish Aem, Alice and Ju- 
lian and sdl But I have news worth twenty of 
tkit^Monk has dechued at London i^ainst 
those stinking seoundreb the Ruttip. Fairfax 
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is up in Yorkslure— Ibr the King— for the Kingi 
man ! Churchmen^ Presbylerians and all, are in 
buff and bandelier for King Charles I hare a 
letter from Fayrfax to secure Derby and Cheateiw 
fieEdy with all the men I can make^ Dm^jp, \nm^ 
fine that I diould take orders from him ! But 
neyer mind that-^all are friends now, and joa 
and I, good neighbcatv, will charge abreast^ as 
good neighbours dioold. Sce^ there, read*-«Tead 
«*Hread-— and then boot and saddle in an instant 

' Hey for cavaliers— ho for caTaliers^ 
Pray i<x caYalien, ^ 

Dub-a-dub^ dub-a^dub. 

Have at old Beelzabub^ 
Oliver shakes in his bier/ " 

After thundering jEorth thk elegant effusion 
of loyal enthusiaraa, &e sturdy cavalierls heart 
becuaie too friU. Hethrewhimself inaseat^ and 
exclaiming, *^ Did ever I think to Hve to see thb 
I^tppy day r be wept, to his own surprise,- as 
much as to that of Bridgenorth» 

Upon considering the crisis in idiidi the eoun- 
try was placed, it appeared to Mspor Bridge* 
north, as it hadt done to Fairfax, and other lead- 
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ers^ of the if^re^yterian party, that their frank 
embracitig of the roy^ interest was the wisest 
and most patriotic measure which they could 
adc^t in the circumstances, when all ranks: and 
plasses of men were seeking refuge from the un- 
certainty and varied oj^ression attending t'he re- 
peated contests betwieen the faetimis of Westmin- 
ster Hall and of Wailingford House. A^ocord- 
ingly he joined wi^h Sir Greoffrey, with less en* 
thuaasm indeed, but with equal sincerity, taking 
such measures as seemed proper to secure their 
part of the country on the Eing''s behalf, which 
was as effectually and peaceably executed as in 
other parts of iEngUnd. The neighbours were 
both at Chesterfield when news arrived that the 
King was laiided in England ; and Sir QeaSrey 
instaiidy announced his purpose of waiting upon 
his Majesty, even before his retiuti to the Castle 
of Martindale. 

"^ Who knows, naghbour,"* hcHiaid) <* whether 
Sir Greoffrej^ Peveril will ever return to Martin- 
dale ? Tides must be going amongst them yon- 
der, and I have deserved something amdng the 
resU— Lord Peveril would sound well— or stay, 
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Earl of M^urtmdate — no, not of Martindale— L 
Earl of the Peak. — Meanwhile,' trust' your affairs 
to ine^ I will see yoii'secui'ed-^I wbuld you had 
been no Fresby teH^, neighbdur^-^a koi^thood^ 
— ^I mean a knigbt'bachelor/not a knighubaro. 
net,— would have served your turn t^ell." 

" I leave these things to my betters, Sir Greof- 
frey,^ said the Major, ** and desire nothing so 
earnestly as to find all well at Martindale when 
I return.'' 

^* You will— you will find them all well,*" said 
the Baronet ; " Julian, Alice, Lady Peveril, and 
all of them — ^bear my commendations to them, 
and kiss them all, neighbour. Lady Peveril and 
all — ^you may kiss a Countess when I come back ; 
all will go well with you now you are turned ho- 
nest man.'' 

" I always meant to be so. Sir Geoffrey," said 
Bridgenorth, calmly. 

" Well, well, well — ^no offence meant," said the 
Knight, ^^ all is well now— so you to Moultrassie- 
Hall, and I to Whitehall. Said I well, aha ! So 
ho, mine host, a stoup of Canary to the Eing'*s 
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health ere we get to horse— I forgot, neighbour 
—-you drink no healths.^ 

'< I wish the Eing^s health as sincerely as if I 
drank a gallon to it,^ replied the Major ; <^ and 
I wish you, Sir Geoffrey, all success on your 
journey and on your return." 
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CHAPTER IT. 

Why ihiUky we will hvn beHcmmg ef bee?et, 
Bioftchiag of barrelB, bnuadishing of spiggotfl ; 
Blood shall flow freely, but it shall be gore 

Of hendf and flodu^ Mod T«nMm and paoltitF) 
Joined to the brave heart's-blood of John-a-Barleycorn. 

Old PJay. 



' Whateviee Tewards Cbftples might huVe con- 
descended to bestow in acknowledgment of the 
gufferings and loyalty of Peveril of the Peak, he 
had liohe in his dii^Kis^l equal to the pleasmtt 
vUdi Providence had reserved t(x Bridgeaortli 
on his return to D^bysinre. The eicertion to 
wludi be had been summoned, had liad the usual 
effect of restoring to a oertiun eictait Ae aetivitj^ 
and energy of his chanieta^uind he felt it would 
be .imbecoming to relapse into the state of l^kar- 
jpc melaneboly from which it had roused himi; 
Time also had its usual eSect ii| aiitig^ittog the 
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subjects of his regret ; and when he had passed 
one day at the HaU, in regretting that he could 
not expect the indirect news of his daughter's 
health, which Sir Greofirey used to communicate 
in his ahnost daily call, he reflected that it would 
be in every respect becoming thi|t he should pay 
a personal visit at Martindale Castle, carry thi- 
ther the remepibrances of the knight to his lady, 
assure her of his health, and satisfy himself re- 
specting that of bis daughter. He armed him- 
self for the worst-*he called to recollection the 
thin cheeks, faded eye, wasted hand, pallid li|>, 
which had marked the dedayii^ health of aB his 
&ftfm^ iafants. 

. << I shall see,^he said, ^^ these signs of mortal* 
ity once mbr^*— I fihall once more see a bdoved 
being to whom I'have given birth gliding to the 
gnvre whtdioUght to inclose me long before hcr^ 
No matter— 4t is'ufamanly ao long to shrink from 
that whidi: must-be^Grod's will be done/^ 
He went aononiijgty, on the subsequent mora- 

« 

ingi, to Martindale Cai^e^ and gave the lady the 
welcome assui^ees of her husband's safety* and 
of his hopes of preferment. 

14 
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<< Far the fiis^, may Almighty God be pni- 
sed r food the Lady Peyeril ; *< and be the other 
as our gracious and restored Spvereigii may wiH 
it We are great enough for our means, and harf 
anesns sufficient £ar contentment, though not for 
iplendour* And now I see, good Master Brui^ 
north, the folly of putdng faith in idle presenti* 
mentsofevil. So often had Sr Geoffrcy^st repeat- 
ed attempts in favour of the Stuarts led him into 
aew midbrtunes, that when, the other morning, 
I saw him once more dressed in his fatal armour^ 
and heard the long ulent sound of his trumpet, 
it seemed to me as if I saw hk shroud and heaid 
his death-knell. I say this to you, good neigh- 
bour, the rather because I fear your own miod 
has been harassed with antidpati^is of impoid^ 
ing calamity, which it may please God to avert 
in your case as it has done in mine ; and here 
comes a sight which bears good assurance' of it.^ 

Thedoor of the apartment opaaed as she spoke, 
and two lovely children entered. The eldest, 
Julian Peveril, a fine boy betwixt four and five 
•years old, led in his hand, with an air of digni^ 
fied support and attention, a little girl (rf eight- 

VOL. I. c 
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^om months^ who rolled and tottered along^ k^ep. 
log herself with difficulty upright by the asaisU 
anee of her dder^ stiooger^ and masculfaie conu 
panion. 

Bridgemath cast a hasty and fearful ghmoe 
upon the countenance of his daughter^ and even 
in that glimpse^ perceived, with exquisite delight^ 
that his fears were unfounded. He caught her in 
his arms, pressed her to his heart, and the cbiU^ 
though at £nt alarmed at the vehemence of his 
caresses, presently, as if prompted by Nature, 
smiled in reply to them. Again he held her at 
some distance from him, and examined her more 
attentively ; he satisfied himself that the ocMn« 
plexion of the young cherub he had in Us arms 
waff not the hectic tioge of disease, but the clear 
hue of ruddy health ; and that though her little 
frame was slight, it was firm and springy. 

*^ I did not think that it could have been thus,^ 
he said, looking to Lady Peveril, who had sat 
observing the scene with great pleasure ; *^ but 
praise be to God in the first instance, and next, 
thanks to you, madam, who have been his in< 
strument/* 
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Julkn must lose his play4elIow now, I sup^ 
pose P"^ said the lady ;.'^'but>die Hall is not disa 
tant^ and I will see myJittle charge often. Dame 
Martha, the house*keeper at Moultrassie, liaa 
sense, and is earefuL I will tell her the' rules I 
Imve Observed with little Alice, an d * " 

^^ God forl»d my girl should erer come to 
Moultrassie,^ said Major Bridgenorth hasUlyj 
^^ it has been the grave of her race. The air of 
the low grounds suited them not— <Hr there ia 
perhaps a &te connected with the mansion. I 
will seek for her some other place of abode*^^ 
! <^ Tl^at you shall not, under your favour be it 
spoken, Major Bfidgenorth,^ answered the lady^ 
<^ If you do so, we miist supppse that you are 
undervaluing my qualides as. a nurse. If she 
goes not to her fatherVhcmse, she shall not quit 
mine. I will keep the little lady as a pledge of 
her safety and my own skill ; and since you are 
afraid of the damp of the low grounds, I hope 
you will come here frequently to visit her.'' 

This was a proposal which went to the heart of 
Major Bridgenorth* It was precisely the* point 
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wbidi he would have given worlds to arrive at, 
but which he saw m> diaoce (^ attainiag* 

It is too well known, that those whose families 
are'loi^ pursued by sudi a fatal disease as existed 
in his, beoome, it nuiy he said, superstitious re- 
specting its fatal effects, and ascribe to place, cir« 
eumstance, and individual care, much more per- 
hiqw than these can in> any case contribute to 
avert the fatidity of constitutional distemp^. 
Lady Peveril was awmre that thb was peculiarly 
the impresdon of her neighbour ; that the depes* 
aon of his s{»rit8, the excess of his care, the fe>- 
Verishness of his apprehensions, the restraint and 
glooin ci the solitude in which he dwelt, were 
realty calculated to produce the evil which most 
tif all he dreaded. She pitied him, she felt for 
faiqi» she was grateful for former protection re- 
ceived at his hands— she had beccxne interested 
in the child itself. What female fails to feel sudi 
interest in the helpless creature she has tended 7 
And to sum the whole up, the dame had a shar^ 
o{ human vanity; and bring a sort of Lady 
Bountiful in her way, (for the character was not 
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tben confined to the old and the foc^ab,) she wat 
pEoud of theiskill bj ^hich she had ayerted the 
probable attacks of hereditary malady, so inye- 
ferate lit the fiunily <^ Hridgenorth. It needed 
not periiapi^ in other eases, that so many reasons 
diould be assigned for an act of neighbourly hu« 
inanity i but dvil war had so lately torn the coun- 
try aisunder, and broken all the usual ties of vi* 
dnage and good neq^bourUood, that it was un^ 
usual to see them preserved among persons of 
diffisrent pdlitical opinions^ 

Major Bridgenorth himself felt this ; and while 
the tear of joy in bis eye shewed how gladly be 
would accept Lady Peverirs proposal, he could 
not help stating the obvious inconveniences at^ 
tlendant upon her scheme, though it was in the 
tone of one who would gladly hear them over* 
ruled; ^ Madam,?* he said, *< your kindness makes 
me the happiest and most thankful of men ; but 
can it4)e consistent with your own convesiience f 
Sir Geoffrey has bis opinions on many points, 
-which have differed, and probably do still differ, 
from mine. He is higb4)om, and I of middling 
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parentage onljTk He uses thejChurcb Service, and 
I the CatediiBm ef «tfae Assembly of Dtrines at 
Weatminster— -«»^ 

<< I hope youirill find^itescribed m neither oE 
them,^ said the Ladjr .PeYeril, ^^ that J may not 
be a mother to your motherless child. IfiMust, 
Master Bxidg^Kirthy the joyfiil Bestoradon of 
his Majesty, a work wrought by the direet hand 
of Providence, may be the means of doab^ and 
healing all dvil and religious dissenaons^among 
us, and that, instead of shewing the supericMr pu^ 
rity of our fiiith, by persecuting those who think 
otherwise from ourselres on doctrinal points, we 
will endeavour to shew its real Christian t^i- 
dency, by emulating each other in actions of 

f 

good*will towards man> as^die best way of shew* 
ing our love to Grod«^ 

, *^ Your ladyship speaks what your own kind 
heart dictates,^ answered Bridgenorth, who had 
his own share of the narrow-^mindedness of the 
time ; <^ and sure am I, that if all who call them- 
9elve8 loyalists and ciMrahers, thought like you*-^ 
tnd like my friend Sir Geofirey—rCthis he added 
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after a moment's pause, being perhaps rather 
complimentary than mncere)— -we, who thought 
it our duty in time past to take arms for freedom 
of conscience, and against arbitrary power, might 
now sit down in peace and contentment. But I 
wot not how it may falL You have sharp and 
hot spirits amongst you; I will not say our 
pow^r was always'moderately used, and reyenge 
is sweet to the race of fallen Adam.^ 
' *^ Come, Master Bridgenorth,^ sud the Lady 
Peveril, gaily, " these evil bmemi^s do but poin^ 
out'conclusions, which, unless they were so anti« 
cipated, are most unlikely to come to pass. Yoi^ 
know what Shakespeare says : 

* To fly the boar before the boar purfues, 

Were to incense the boar to follow us, 

And make pumiit when he did mean no chaie** 

But I crave your pardon-^it is so long ance we 
have met, that I forgot you love no play books.^ 
*^ With reverence, to your ladyship,^ said 
Bridgenorth, <^ I were much to blame did I need 
the idle words of a Warwickshire s^qller^ to 
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teach me my grateful duty to* your ladyship on 
this odcanon^ irfaioh appoints m^ to be direeted^ 
by you in all things wfaidh my bonscienee viH 
permit.'* 

^* Since you permit me such influence, then,^ 
rejdlied the Lady Peveril, ^ I shall be Inoderal^ 
in exercising it, in order that I may, in iny do*' 
mination at least, pye you a faivounUe impress 
aon of the new order of things. So,, if you will 
be a subject of imne for one day, neighbour, I 
am going, at my lord and husbaxuTs command, 
to issue out my warrants to invite the whole 
neighboui^iood to a solemn feast at the Castle, 
upon Thursday nextj and I not only pray yoil 
to be personally present yourself, but to prevail 
on your worthy pastor, and such neighbours 
and fnends, high and low, as may think in your 
own way, to meet with the rest of the neigh- 
bourhood, to rejoice on this joyful ooeaaon of ilie 
King^s Bestomtion, and thereby to shew that w^ 
are to be henceforward a united people.* 

The parliamentarian Major was consideraUy 
embarrassed by this proposid. Helookediipwaird 
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and downward and around, east his eye fir^ to 
the oak-carved ceiling, and anon fixed it upiMl 
die floor; then threw it around tberoook dll it 
]%;hCed on his child, the sight of wbon suf^gested 
another and a better traiki of rtefleetions than ceib 

« 

iog and floor had been able to supplj* 

^' Madam,^ he said, *^ I hare long been 4 
stranger to festivity, perhaps from constitutional 
melancholy, perhaps from the depression which 
is natural to a desolate and deprived man, in 
whose ear mirth is marred, like a pleasant air 
when performed on a mistuned instrument But 
though neither my thoughts nor temperament are 
Jovial or Mercurial, it becomes me to be grate« 
fttl to Heaven for the good he has sent me by 
the means of your ladyship. David, the man 
after God^s own heart, did wash and eat bread 
when his beloved child was removed-— mine is 
restored to me, and shall I not shew graUtude 
under a blessing, when he shewed resignation 
under an infliction ? Madam, I will wait on your 
gracious invitation with acceptance; and such of 
my friends with whom I may possess influence, 
and whose presence your ladyship may desire. 
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shall aooompany me to the festibritjr^ that our 
Israel may be as one peopW^ 

Haying spoken liiese words with an aspect 
whidi belonged more to a martjrr than to a guest 
Indden to a festival, and having kissed, and so. 
lemnly blessed his little girl. Major Bridgenortb 
tbok his departure for Moultrasne Hall. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ucre'i nettber want of appetite nor moatlu ; 
Fray Heaven wel>e not icant of meat or mirth I 

E¥BK VBpai ordiiiary oecasdons, «iid ivhere 
ineans were ample, a great entertaiDment in those 
xlayi^ was not sueh a sinecure as in modem tim^« 
when the lady who presides has but to intimate 
to her menials the day and hour when she wills 
it to take place. At that simple period, the lady 
was expected to enter deeply into the arrange^ 
ment and provision of the whole affair ; and from 
a little gallery, which comi^unicated with her 
own private apartment, and looked down upon 
the kitchen, her shrill vdice was to he heard, from 
time to time, like that of the warning spirit in a 
tempest, rising above the clash of pots and 
«tew-patts— the creakiog of spits—rthe clattering 
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of marrow-bones and cleayers— 4he scolding of 
cooks— and all the other various kinds of din 
which form an accompaniment to the dressmg a 
large dinner. 

But all this toil and anxiety was more than 
doubled in the case of the approaching feast at 
Martindale Castle, where the presiding Genius of 
the festivity was scarce provided with adequate 
means to carry her hospitable purpose into effect 
The tyrannical conduct of husbands, in such 
toises, is universal ; and I scarce know one facmse* 
holder of my acquaintance who has not, on some 
ill-omened and mott inccmveniieiit season, an* 
nounced suddenly to his kmooent help-mal^ that 
he had invited 



^ SMne odiMfr Major Xodc, 
To dnp m At sijE o'dock,'* 



to the great discomposure of the lady, and the 
discredit perhaps of her domestic arrangement 
Peveril of the Peak was sUU more thoughtless ; 
for he had directed his lady to invite t^ie whole 
honest men of the neighbourhood to miake; good 



FKVEBIL OF THK FJCAK. 45 

daeer at Mariiiidak Castle, in honour of the 
blessed Restoration of his most Sacred Majesty, 
without precisely explaining where the provisions 
were to come from. The deer-park had lain waste 
ever since the si^^ ; tlie dore^^sot could do little 
to furnish forth such an entertainment ; the fish- 
ponds, it is true, were well provided, (which the 
ndghbouring Presbyteiians noted as a suspicious 
eireumsUmce ;) and game was to be had for the 
riiootang, upon the. extensive heaths and hills of 
Dedbj»hire. Bat thoBe were but the secondary 
parts of a banquet ; and the house^steward and 
baitiff, Lady Peveril^s only coadjutors and coun. 
4Milor8, eould not a^ree how the butdier-meat-* 
the most substantial part, or, as it were, the main 
body of the entertainment-^was to be suppliecL 
The house-steward threatened the sacrifice of a: 
fine yoke of young bullocks, which the bailiff, 
who pleaded the necessity of thdr agricultural 
services, tenaciously resisted ; and Lady Peverirs 
good and dutiful nature did not prevent her from 
making some impatient reflections on the want of 
consideration of her absent Knight, who had thus 
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thoughtieBiBty placed her in so embttrhissiog a ci-* 
tuation« 

These reflections ware scarcely jtat, if a man is 
only responsible for such resolutions as he adopts 
irhai he is fully master of himself. Sir Qeat* 
frey^s loyalty , like that of many persons in his si^ 
tuaticm, had^ by dint of hopes and fears, victories 
and defeats, stni^^es and suffimngs, all arising 
out of the same moving cause, and tunung, as it 
were, on the same pivot, acquired the diacacter 
of an intense and enthussasdc pe«non ; and the 
singular and surprisiog change of fcMrtune, by 
which bis bigheist wishes were not only gratified, 
but far exceeded, occasioned for some time a kind 
of drunkenness of loyal rapture which seemed to 
pervade the whole kingdom. Sir Geoffirey had 
seen Charles and his brothers, and had been re- 
eved by the merry monarch with that graodTul, 
and at the same time frank, urbanity by whidi he 
conciliated all who approached him ; the Knight^s 
services and merits had been fully acknowledged, 
and recompence bad been hinted at, if not ex- 
pressly promised. Was it for Peveril of the 
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Peak, in the jubilee of his spirits, to eonsidcfr how 
his wife was to find beef and mutton to feast his 
n^ghbours? 

Luckily, however, for the embarrassed ladjr, 
there existed soiaeoiiewhohadcomposureof mind 
sufficient to foresee thb difficulty. Just as she 
had made iip her mind, very reluctantly, to'be« 
come debtor to Migor Bridgenorth for the sum 
necessary to carry her husband*8 commands into 
effect, and whilst she was bitterly regretUng this 
^ieparture from the strictness of her usual econcu 
my, the steward, who, by the l^e, had not been 
absolutely sober since the news of the Xingis 
Jaadiog at Dorer, burst into the apartment, 
^mapping his fingers, and shewing more marks' 
'of de%ht than was quite consistent with the dig- 
nity of my lady^s large parlour. / 

f ' What means this, Whitaker ?^ said the lady, 
somewhat peevishly ; for she was interrupted in 
the commencemdit of a letter to her ncaghbour on 
the unpleasant business of the proposed loan,-*- 
^^ Is it to be alwisys thus with you ?«-«Are joa 
dreaming?^ 
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*^ A vincm of good omen, I trust^^ avd the 
tteward, with a tnunqihaiit flourish of the hsnd; 
'< far better than Pharaoh^ though, likfi his, it 
be of fiit kiae.'' 

f^ I pr*jthee be plain, nian,^ said the ladj, '* or 
fetch some one who can i^peak to purpose.^ 

" Why, odds-my-life, madam,* said the .slew* 
ard, *^ mine asand can speak for itsdfl Do you 
oot hear them few ? Do you not hear them UeatF 
A yoke of fat oxen, and half a score prime web- 
then. Thecastkis victualled for this bout, let 
ithem storm when they wiU ; aod Gatherill may 
hanre his damned Maiiia jdoughcd to the boot* 

The lady, without foith^r questioning her 
dated domestic, soae aad .wtfit to the window, 
where she certainly bdield the. osen and sheep 
which had given rise to Whitaker^s exultation. 
,^ Whence come they ?* said she in some sur- 
prise. 

^* Let them construe that who can,* answered 
Wbitaker ; ^ the fellow who drove tfiem was a 
west^oouBtryman, and only said they came from 
a friend to help to furnish out your ladyshqp^s 

1 
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mlferMinmekit ; ih4 nan would not sti^ to drink 
m*i am aorrj ho ivould Jiot 8(my to drink-*»I 
Icrcrvii ydor kdyship^s pttdon fiir ntit keoping 
liim by the eari to druik-*^t was not ay firak*^- 

<< That 111 be a«noni it was not,'' said die hidy. 

<' Nay> m^dam^ by Gn^, I a^nn^e you it wias 
n6f^^said the Bealoua steward ; ^ £ar satber than 
ithe Gastle should lose eredit^ I drunk his health 
mysdf in double ale^ tbou^ I had had my itioni* 
iig draught idfeady« I tell you the nakod trath) 
. my lady^ by Ch— 4^* 

^* It was no great dauifMJthmm^ IaU{qpose,^shid 
the lady ; ^< but^ Whitaker^ augpoa^ you should 
.tfiew your joy m suoh oteaswn% by ddniting and 
^weidiBg a little less^ JBtber idiah a Uuk wmt^ 
imMild it not be as well, dunk yon?'' 

«^ I crave your ladyship's psrdoo^^ said.Wbtt* 
Jl^fii^ wjlth nulph jrey^raase I '^I haft I kkkawny 
Jdao^. J aal youir ladysbipls pooi^ serratat t and 
I know it does Hot hooomeine to drink and swear 
iike your ledyjabip-*4hil; is, like ik hondur^ Sir 
^fiMlrqr^ I would say* But I picay yoH^ il I «m 
jM( to dmk and swear aftcs: my.dc^rise^ holware 
,tmn t4 Jujlow Fererii of the Pnkli atewasd^o^^aiid 
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I 'maj Bay butkr too, since I haye had the keys 
'of. the .cdlar. ever nnce old Spiggots was shot 
dead on the north-west turret, with a Uack jack 
in his handjT-I saJj how is an old cavalier like ine 
to be known £roin those cuckoldy Round-heads 
that do nothing but fast and pray, if we are'not 
to drink and swear according to our degne ?" i 
' . The lady was silent, for die well knew ispeedi 
availed nothing ; and, after a moment^s pause, 
preceeded tO' intimate to the steward that she 
would have the persons^ whose^ names were mark- 
ed in a written paper, winch she ddiverod to him, 
invited to the approaching banquet. * 

Whitaker, instead of recdving the list with 
the mute acquiescence o^a modani Major Dcmio, 
carried it into the recess of one of the windows, 
-and, adjusting his spectacles, b^an to read it to 
himself. The first names h&ng those of distin- 
guished cavalier families in the ndghbourhood, 
he muttered over in a tone of approbatioi^-^ 
paused and pshawed at that of Bridgenoi^thT— yet 
acquiesced, with the observation, ^^ But he is a 
good neighbour, so it may pass for once.^ But 
. when he read the name and surname of Nehemiah 



I 
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Solsgraoe, the Presbyterian parson, WhkakerV 
patience altogether forsook him ; and he declared 
be would as soon throw himself into Eldon-hoky 
as consent that the intrusive old puritan howlety 
who had usurped the pulpit of a sound orthodox 
divine, should ever darken the gates of Martindald 
Castle by any message or mediation of his. '^ Tha 
false crop-earedbypocrites,^ cried he, with ahearty. 
oath, ^^ have had their turn of the good weather* 
The sun is on our side of the hedge now, and we 
will pay off old scores, as sure as my name is 
Bichard Whitaker.'* 

*^ You presume on your long services, WhiU 
aker^ and on your master^s absence, or you bad 
not dared to use me thus,^ said the lady. - 

The unwonted agitation of her voice attracted 
the attendon of the refractory steward, notwith* 
standing his present state of elevation ; but he na 
sooner saw that her eye glistened, and her cheek 
reddened, than his obstinacy was at once subdued.. 
^^ A murrain on me/' he said, ^^ but I have made 
my lady angry in good earnest I and that is an un- 
wonted sight for to see. — I crave your pardo%. 
my lady I It was not poor Dick Whitaker dispuT 
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t^ your honourable coi&mftiidd, bat oAf thut 
second draught of double ale. We baire fnjt m 
double stroke of nhak to it, aft jour lady ihip wett 
knows, eret sinpe the hap|^ Restomtioli; To ba 
mkte I hate A fanatic as I do the dottM foot of 
Man; but then yowr bondumMie ladyship hath 
k iight to invite SatM Muiseir, dloveu f<MI aaad 
flH, to Martmdaie G^stle ; alld to iend Ine to hsM^ 
gate with a billet of in^^tatioa-^J-Mid sb your ¥SL 
shall be done.^ 

Thd invitations #ere sMt iouImI aooordili^ly, 
in all due form ; and one of the bullotks wsa settt 
down to be roasted #hole at the narit^t^pUce of 
k little yiUage ealted MaHindale-Mouhtassie, 
which stood considerably to thi^ eastward b6th of 
Ami Castle and Hdl, froitt Wfaieh it took \Xk double 
naui^, at about 1^ eqiiid disltat&oe from JsoA ; so 
ftal suppose a line di^#b fltM the Otte mailKii^ 
house to the othe^, to he liie Mse df a ^is^, 
^e village would hscVe <icctipted the siifielit togle. 
As the said viRage, dface the iMe tl'IMSfS^teoce of 
a ptfrt of Peveril's jpltbperty^ b^lotiged h> Sir 
CredflVey and to Biidgenordiy ih nteriy eqtnd 
^irtxons, Die My jtudged it hdt j^rbjp^.td dK- 



pute the right of the latter, to add some bogs- 
heads of beer to the popular festivity. 

In the meanwhile, she could not but suspect 
the Major of being the unknown friend who had 
relieved her from the dilemma arising from the 
want of provisions; and irfie esteemed herself 
happy when a visit from him, on the day prece* 
ding the proposed entertainment, gave her, as 
she thought, m pj^or^unity pf e^pr^iwg her 
gratitude. 
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CHAPTER III. 

No, nr— I win not pfedge— I'm one ef diofe 
Who think good wine needs neither bush nor preface 
' - Tomakeit-wdeoine. If you doubt my word^ 
Fill the quait-cup, and see if I will choke on*t. 

Old Play, * 

Thebe was a serious gravity of expresaon in 
the disdamation with which Major Bridgenorth 
replied tx} the thanks tendered to him by Lady 
Feveril, for the supply of provisions which had 
reached her Castle so opportunely. He seemed 
first not to be aware what she alluded to, and when 
she explained the circumstance, he protested so 
seriously that he had no share in the benefit ccm- 
ferred, that Lady Peveril was compelled to be- 
lieve him ; the rather that, being a man of a plain 
downright character, affecting no refined deUcacy 
of sentiment, and practising almost a quaker- 
like sincerity of expression, it would have been 
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tnucb contrary to Ins general diaracter to have 
made such a diia^owal^ unless it were founded 
in truth. 
, *^My present Visit to jou, madam,^ said he, 
*' had indeed some reference to the festivity of 
to-morrow.^ Lady. Peveril listened, but as her 
Visitor seemed to find some difficulty in.as:press. 
ing himself, she was compelled to ask aft expla^ 
nation. . ** Madam,^ said the Major, ** you are 
not perhaps entirely ignorant that the more ten- 
der-HX^nscienced among iis have scruples at cer- 
tain practices, so general amongst your people at 
times of rejoicii^, that you may be said to insist 
upon them as artides .of faith, or at least greatly 
to resent their omission ^ 
' ^' I trust,.Master.Bridgenorth,^ said the Lady 
Peveril, not.f ully comprehending the drift of hia 
discourse, ^^ that we shall, as your entertainers, 
carefully avoid all allusions or reproaches found* 
ed on past misunderstanding.'*^ , 

'< We would expect no less, madam, from your 
candour and courtesy,^ said Bridgenorth ; ** but 
I perceive you do not fully understand me. To 
be plain, then, I allude to the fashion of drink* 



fligBealthi^ nd pl^giog eacb oth0:'kl dfai^^fata 
tf stfODgliqiiory lAkh mbftommigusaMUHdertt 
a superfluous and onf ul provoking of each oAts 
to dtbftucberjy and the excmiBTe use of strong 
dnnki and wfaicb, beades, if derived, as learned 
divines i»VQ supposed, from the custom of the 
faUnded Pagans, who made fibilticms and inve&cid 
idols irfien they drank, may be justly said to 
have somethiijg In ijt heathemsb, and allied la 



i» 



The lady had already hastily considered all 
the topics irUch were likely tointroduioe difGoisd 
into the proposed festivity, but this very ildiou-r 
lous, yet fittal discrepancy, betwiat the manners 
of the parties on convivial oeoasiona, had entire^ 
^ e^tapei her. She endeavoured to sooth the 
objecting parfy, whose brows wem knit like ode 
who had fixed an (^nnion by which he was deters 
elinad to abide, 

^< I grant,^ she said, ^' my good neighbour, that 
this custom is at least idle, and may be {M*ejudicial 
if it leads to excess in the use of liquor, which is 
apt enough tb take plads without sudi ernvtena^ 
ijm. But I think, ^when it; hath not Uus aopse* 
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qtwnce^ it 19 a tbidg tndiffiMnt, affords an unatii. 
moiis mode of expfestmg our good wiskestoouf 
frietidft, and our loyal duty to our soverrign ; md^ 
without meaning to put anj force upon the iadk 
nation of those who bdieve otherfrue, I cannot 
see how I can deny my guests and friends tha 
privilege of drinking a health to the King, or to 
my husband, alter the dd English fashion.^ 

^ My lady,"" said the Major, << if the age of 
fashion were to commend it. Popery is one of the 
oldest Enigltsh fashions dlat I have heard of; 
but it it our happiness that we are not benighted 
like ouir fathers, and therefore We must act ac^ 
cording to the light that is in us^ and not after 
dieir darkness. I had myself the honour to at- 
tisnd the Lord-Keeper Whitelocke, when, at the 
tabfas of the Chamberlain of the kingdom of 9we^ 
den, hie did positively rtifuse to pledge the health 
of faiB iQa^eb, Christina^ thereby ^vbg great o£. 
fence, and putting in peril the whole purpose of 
that Voyage ; whkh it is not to be thou^t so 
wist a man would hava done, but that he hehl 
saiBh compli^wee a thing not merely ihdiiKrent, 
but ratlier mM and damnable.'' 
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<< With all respect to Whitelocke,'' said the 
Ladj Peveril, ^< I oonlinue of my own oiMnicHiy 
thoii^, heaven knows, I am no friend to riot or 
waaaaH. I would fain accommodate myself ta 
your scruples, and will discourage all other 
pledges.; but suiely those of the King and of 
Peveril of the Peak may be pennitted.'" 

<' I dare not/^ answered BridgoKirth, *^ lay 
(erven the ninety-ninth part of ia grain of incense 
upon an altar erected to Satan.^ 
: f^ How, air r said the lady; '< Do you bring 
Satan into comparison with our master King 
Charles, and with my noble lord and husband F* 

^* Pardon me, madam,^ answered Bridg^x>rtb» 
<^ I have no such thoughts— ^indeed they would 
ill become me. I do wish the Klng^s health and 
Sir Greoffrey^s devoutly, and I will pray for both. 
But I see not what good it should do their heidth 
i£ I shoiidd prejudice my own by qua£Sng pledges 
out of quart flagons.^ 

^^ Since we cannot agree upon this matter,** 
said Lady Peveril, '^ we must find some resource 
by which to offend those of neither party* Sup^ 
pose you winked at our friends drinking these 
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^edges,' and we should conniTe at your sitting 
stiU?'' 

But neither would this compoation satisfy 
Bridgenorth, who was of opinion, as he expressed 
hknselfy that it would be holdii^ a candle to Bel- 
Kebub. In fact, his temper, naturally stubborn, 
was at present rendered mudi more so by a pre- 
Tious conference with his preadier, who, though 
•a Tery good man in the main^ was particularly 
and illiberally toiacious of the petty distincticMis 
wUeh his sect adopted ; and while he thought 
with considerable apprehension on the accession 
of powar which Popery, Prelacy, and Peveril of 
the Peak, were like to acquire by the late Revo- 
lution, became naturally anxious to put his floek 
on their guard, and prevent their being kidnqf^ 
ped by the wolf. He disliked extremely that 
Major Bridgenorth, indisputably the head of the 
Presbyterian interest in that neighbourhood, 
liiould have given his, only daughter to be,> as 
he termed it, nursed by a Canaanitish woman'; 
and he told him plainly that he liked not this go- 
ing to feast in the high places with the uncircunl- 
in hearty' and looked on the whole convivi- 
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ilRy only as a nHiktog«.iiifinry m tbe ipmiat iof 
Tirzab. 

Upon VBC&Ly'mg this jrebiike fnmi bii paHor, 
Biidg?iiorth bqgan to WMpeot be might haife 
been partly wrong in the readiness vbichy in bm 
first ardour of gratitude^ he had shewn to mth 
ter into intimate iatercoane with the Castle. of 
ItfarrindaiJR ; biU be was too proud to avow this 
to the preacher, and it wbm not till after a eonaU 
dcrable debate betwixt tbein, that it was aantt^ 
aHy agreed dbmr presence at the eBtartaimnent 
shbiild depend upon tbe eon^itiim^ that no healths 
or jrfedges shpuld be gtven in their pwacn ce* 
Bridgenorth^ tfaerefiiip, as the delfgnte and re- 
pr^tetatire of his party, was bound to stand firm 
il^ainst all entreaty, tfid the lady becape greatly 
Mkbamsaed; She now regretted smcerely ihft 
her wdi lateoded invitatioii had carer becfn gnrte, 
fiir she fixreaaw thai its rejeetion was to awaken 
all former sulgecte of jqaarrri, and perhapa k> 
lead to new irkilnaoes amcmgst people wfaoi had 
not many years auios been eofpged in mini irav. 
To yield up the dispuieid f^gioi to die VttJbf^ 
rians, would have been to dScnd the Oamatier 
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peirty) and Sir 6eoffi*e]r m particulia% imthe most 
mortal degree i Ibr they liwde it as firm 4 pmni 
of hommr to give heilthft, and oompd othen to 
pledge them, a« tbo Puritafid made it a dcwp aatt- 
cie df religion to teAifiie both« At kngtk the laidy 
ahaaged the discourse, ititrodiiodd that of M^ot 
nk^Da«^th*s chUd, cau^ it lo besteC for, ^nd 
]^t k^ his arms. The mother^k stratagem took 
^ifect ; taty though the parliomobtfii^aii mqorittood 
fit^, tke f«t^, as ixk the o^ df the iSmiemar 
dftSbotfy trsd softened, and he agreed thai iaa 
fMefods £^^Mld a»sejpt a eompvomiie. This wa% 
Ibi^ the It^jcit tnms^lf, the revm-and ifirVine, MA 
sutih of tbMi:' Abends ai» held e^t Purifsati UhMm^ 
should form a separate party in th^Laige jPattear^ 
lAU^^^e H^l 4sho^ld tie 0d^;u^ed hy the jovial 
CftTiili^a; aiid t)iat eadi p«rQr should l-i;gubiiia 
A^ potliEtionb ttHter "AA 6wn ^^OHStaeiKie^ mt a& 
t^ their oim ftshioti. • 

Mt^ Btldg^t^A h^itMf seihiM g^^^t^ M. 
Bc^r^ lifter ihU itepc^tafit m^^ hafl baM iat^ 
^. He hjid bdd it ttiatt^f* of ton«ei«na6 m te 
Mtiribbdi^ iil maifitfldttifig his oivft oplttioii,*but awi 
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vently tneVilable necesaty of affronting Lady 
Peveiil, by the refusal of her invitation. He rer 
named longer than usual, and spoke and smiled 
more than was his custom. His first care, on his 
return, was to announce to the clergyman and his 
congregation the compromise which he had made, 
and this not as a matter f(n: deliberation, but one 
upon which he had already revived ; and such 
was his authority among them, that though the 
preach^ longed to pronounce a separation of the 
parties, and to exclaim — ^^ To your tents, O Is- 
rael r he did not see the chance of bdng second-^ 
ed by so many, as would make it worth while to 
disturb the unanimous acquiescence in thdr de^ 
legatees proposal. 

Nevertheless, each party being put upon the 
alert by the consequences of Major Bridgen<»rth^ 
embassy, so many points of doij^bt and delicate 
discussion were started in. succession, that the 
Lady Peveril, the only person, perhaps, who was 
dearous of achieving an effectual reoomliatioa 
between them, incurred in reward for her good 
ioAentions. the censure of both factions, and had 
mucii reason to r^^t her weU-meant project of 
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briogiDg the Capul^ts and Montagues of Oerby- 
flbisre together on che same occasion of public fes« 
-fivity. 

. As it was now settled that the guests were to 
form two different parties, it became not only a 
subject of dispute betwixt themselves, which 
should be first admitted within the Castle of Mar<- 
tindale, but matter of serious appreh^ision to 
Lady Peveril and Major Bridgenorth, lest, if 
they were to approach by the same avenue and 
^ntrance, a quarrel might take place betwixt 
them, and proceed to extremities, even before 
ihey reached the place of entertainment The 
lady believed she had discovered an admirable 
-expedient for preventing the possilnlity of sudi 
interference, by directing that the Cavahers 
should be admitted by the principal entranee, 
while the Roundheads should enter the Castle 
through a great breach which had been made in 
the course of the siege, and across which there 
had been mnce made a sort of bye-path, to drive 
H&e cattle down to their pasture in the wood« By 
this contrivance the Lady Peveril imagined. she 
had altogether avoided the various risks which 
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iQight ooeur from two meh parties eaaocwaimng 
«Mh other, and dispating for pfeoedeBce. Sereid 
other drcumstances of less importance were mi^ 
Jilsted at the same time, and apparently ao much 
to the tatigfactiott of the^ Presbyterian teadieri» 
that, in a loiog ketuxe on the rabject of the Mar** 
riage Oarment, he was at die pains U> eKpiain to 
his heareiB) that outward apparel was liot alone 
meant by that scriptaxal expresnon^ bot also a 
imaUble frame of mind for aijoyment of peaoef ol 
fastitTi^; and thcrafoBe he e:&horted the brethren, 
that whatryer might be the cnora of the poor 
hCnded malignants, with whmn they were in sonie 
atet io eat and drink upon the monow, they 
os^taot on Ais oedasion to diew any evil will 
ogaiBst them, lest they should thereiii faeeeme 
jttwuMgrs of the peace of laraeL 

Honest Doctor Dnomierar, the ejedted Eplato- 
fial Vicar of Martindale cma Moultrassie^ preadb- 
«d to the Cavaheia on the same subjoet* He 
had aenred the duie before the breaking dut flf 
the AebeUian, and was in high fatolir with Sir 
fieoffis^, not merely on adcount of his oound iolt- 
dmAcxxy and deeplemiling, but his eAquifl^ 
in playing at bowls, and his facetious conversa* 



IM oter a pipe and taDknd of Oetdbiiv Wat 
riifiw latter aooompiUhmeHtSy the Doctor had tli« 
iioooor to be recorded by old Century While 
amongst the roll of lewd, inoompetent, profligate 
deigymen of the Chiudi of Engfamdj whom he 
deBoanced to God and many on aooonnt duefly of 
ibt heiaons tin of pUying at gamee of skill and 
dianoe, and of joining in the social meetingB of 
thdr pariAioners. When the Singes party ba» 
gan to lose ground. Doctor Dummenr left Us 
vicarage, andybetaking himself to the canip,ihew* 
ed upon several ocoastocui, when acting as dwp. 
lain to Sir GreofiBy Peveril^s rqpment, thai his 
pdttiy bodily presence indudedastout and maa* 
cnline heart Whenallwaslostyaadhehimesif, 
fiith most other loyd divines* was deprived of 
his living, he made sudi shift as he could; now 
lavUsig a the garrets of old friends in ^he Uni* 
varsity, who shaved with htm, and such as huDi 
tlM sLender means of livdiiood which the evil 
times had left them ; and now lying hid in ihe 
houses of the oppressed mxA sequestrated gentry, 
who respected at once his diaiactsr and sdBteu 
ings. When the Restomtion took ^aee, Doctor 
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Dunimarar emerged fiom some one of hiB h]£^ 
places, and hied him to Martaadale CSastte, to ea- 
enjoy the triumph inseparable from tins hiqppj 
change. 

^ His appearance at the Castle in his full clerical 
dress, and the warm reception which he reodred 
from the ndghbouiing gentry, added not a little 
to the alarm which was gradually extending it- 
self through the party which were so latdy the 
uppermost. It is true Doctor Dumraerar framed, 
(honest, worthy man,) no extravagant riews of 
elevation or preferment; but the probabili^ of 
his beihg replaced in the living, from which he 
had been •vpeHfd under very flimsy pretences,' 
inferred a severe blow to the Presbyterian divine, 
who could not be considered otherwise than tm 
an intruder. The interest of the two preachers^ 
therefore, as well as the sentiments of their flocks, 
were at direct variance ; and here was another fa< 
tal objection in the way of Lady Feveril'^s scheme 
of a general and comprdiensive healing ordinance.* 
Nevertheless, as we have already hinted. Doc- 
tor Dummerar behaved as handsomely upon the 
occasion nB the Presbyterian incumbent had 
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done. * It is true, that in a sermon which he preach- 
ed in the Castle hall to several of the most dis^ 
tingaished cavalier families, besides a world of 
boys from the village, who went to see the novel 
circamstance of a parson in a cdssock and stir« 
plice, he went at great length into the foulness 
of the various crimes committed by the rebellious 
party dtnring the late e^l times, and greatly mag« 
nified the merciful and peaceful nature of the ho- 
nourable Lady of the Manor, who condescended 
to look upon, or receive into her house in the way 
of friendship and hospitality, men holding the 
principles which had led to the murther of the 
King — ^the slaying and despoiling his loyal sub- 
jects—and the plundering and breaking down of 
the Church of God. But then he wiped all this 
handsomely up again, with the observation, that 
rince it was the will of their gracious and newly 
restored Sovereign, and the pleasure of the wor- 
shipful Lady Feveril, that this contumacious and 
rebellious race should be, for a time, forborne by 
their faithful subjects, it would be highly pro- 

r 

per that all the loyal liege^men dhould, for the 
piresehty eschew subjects of dissen^on or quar- 
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ml «]lh 4heie ^ops of Sbiqici; vliicb kpflca «f 

^liflt'thev couiii not loair -sbfltaiii Aon tkcur nU 
fatiMti»m pcactices^ in which caise^ the jxijraliilp 
wfiiiI4 itand e?tc<i^pttted befiire God and auim in 
(partirpntiqg ^J^em from the face 4if Ihe earth. 

Tlie QloteobaeirTa^of the nemarkabk saMues 
of the times firom whioh we draw th^ eveoU of 
our hialoryj bi^v^ kf^ it iipoa record, that Ihaee 
Iwo sevecal aemoii^ much mmtaary, doid)tlei% 
to 4he iatention of the wordi j diTioe^ hj ▼koiP 
th^ weie 4cilm)red, hild ^peater effect ia eoEitfh 
p^mtii^ Hum iaoompovBif thedi^mteebetwixit 
the two Ai^tioiia. Under such evil ai]|fjoe% a^d 
with pcmeqpoDdi^g fcnrehodi^gs oa the mhid of 
L|Qc(y ?«ve«il9 the day of festivity nl kmgii nr- 

By ^EennfA^ roate^ and fismiiig eecli « aort 
of Tirorca rinp as if the adhd^nta of aaEh sartv 
were demoMa^tfexhihitingitg itwagth aiidiMWi»- 
hens thp t^wQ di<fer#at fiftioDs apppoiicbed May- 
tiadale Caetle ; and^ ^i^Pmntdid tfaqr leem in 
. drees, aqi^ ^ mamieirf, tlbat it accm c d f*if 
4he revellen c^f a hndaliiBrtY, andlfce sad attend- 
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iiitft wpon a fdnenil sokmnitf , were aioving to^ 
wifds the same pmnt from dUkretA quartette 

The Puiilaiiieri pa^ was by far tiie fewer m 
numbers, for which two exedknt reasons miglit 
le given* In the first place^ they had enjoyed 
power for s^eid years, anc), of eoarse, beeaaie 
aapopular among the oommon people, nei^p at 
tfiy time attached to those, who, beingiBtheittu 
medBate possesuon of authority, are often obliged 
t» empk^ it in cxmirolting their humours. Be^ 
sides, the eountry people of England had, and 
still have, an ammated attachment ta field sporte^ 
and a natural imreslFaiBed joviality of £spos»b 
tioa^ which rendered Aem impatient under die 
seftre discipline of the f anatical preachers^ md 
wete not less nntmnUy disoontentied with the mt^ 
Utary despotism of Cronwell^s Maj^w^Genends* 
Seeondly, the people were fidde aa usual, amA 
the retnm of the Kmg had novelty in it, and waa 
tbfliefafe popoki > Thendeof diePantnawaa 
alK> deserted at this period by a numerooaickM 
of move thinking and prudential pmons^ wha 
navsa tesaok theaa tiU thegp heoame uiisctunalisi 
Tlmee ssgacuoMa* iwasciwcas #eie catted in that' 
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age th^ Waiters upon Providence, and de^i^^ it 
a high delinquency towards heaven if they a£- 
forded countenance to any cause longer than it 
vras favoured by fortune. 

But, thovgh thiis forsaken. by the fickle and 
^e selfish, a solemn enthufflasoa, a stem ^and 
determined depth of principle, a copfiifence in 
the sincerity of thdr own motive^, and the qiai^ 
ly English .pride which incline^ them to diiig 
to. their former ppimcms, like the traveller in 
the fable to his dpak, the more strongly that 
t)ie .tempest blew around them, detmned in the 
ranks of the Puritans many, who, if no longer 
f onnidable from numbers, were still so from their 
character. They consisted chiefly of the middling 
gentry, with others whom industry or successful 
speculations in oommerce or in mining had raised 
into. eminence — ^the persons who feel most um- 
brage from the overshadowing. aristocracy, and 
are usually the most vehement in defence of what 
they hold to be their rights. Their dress was in. 
general studioudy ample and unostentatious, or 
only remarkable by the.oontradictory affectation 
of extreme simfdicity or cardmsness. The daric 
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colour o£ their cloaks, varying from abiolute 
Uaek. to what was. called sad-coloured,— -*tbeur 
9teeple^crowned.hat8, with tbdr broad riiadowy 
brims^-^their long swords, suspended bj a nm- 
pie strap around the loins, without shoulder^ 
belt,. sward-knot, plate, buckles, or any of the 
other .decorations with which the Caraliers loved 
to adorn their trusty rapiers,-*the shortness of • 
their Jiairj which made their ears appear of dispro- 
portioned, dze,— above all,^ the stem and gloomy 
gravity of their looks, announced their belonging 
to that class of. enthusiasts, who, resolute and un- 
dismayed, had cast down the former fabric of go- 
vernment, and who now regarded with somewhat 
more than suspidon, that which had been so une&* 
pectedly substituted in its stead. , There was gloom 
in their countenances, but it was not that ofxle- 
jection,. far less of despair. They looked like ve- 
terans after a defeat, which may have checked 
their career, and wopnded their pride, but has 
left thdr courage undiminished. 

The melancholy, now become habitual, which 
overcast Major Bridgenorth^s countenance, .weU> 
qualified him to act as the chief of the group who 
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mm advaiieed from the nllage. When Ihqr 
iMcfaed &e poiai by wUcklhcj wefefint to tarn 
ande iDlo the wDodb which suROiuidcdtheCiiib^ 
thej £dt a momeBtarj ioipniaett of draredirtioiiv 
as if thgr wore yiddiag the high loed to thtir dd 
and oft-defieflied eiieniies the CandMa WheB 
thej began toaiondtlttwiiM&igpadiywhiebhMl 
been the daUy pwMWfp of the cattle, the apeaing 
of the wooded ghde gare thcan a inew of Ae 
caHk^htch, half duked with the nddbiah of the 
breadi, and of the brcacb itadf, wfaidi waa; 
at Ae ai^;te of a barge aqoaie Jtankjayitawer, 
half of whieh had been battered into rainv lAUt 
the other f eegoient remained in a state ejumilji 
shattered and pvecaiious, and aeemed to be tai*> 
tttiag above the huge aperture ia Ae walL A 
stem still snile was exehanged amcaig the Pars. 
tMiSyastbe ngfatmnindedtheaief thewtetiea. 
of fimaer days. Hddftst Clegg, a nilhmght ef 
JhAjf who had been himself acfipa attka^siege^ 
pointed to the breaeb, and said^ widia griaasBiile 
t« BCr Sohgiaoe, <aUttle aaii([^ that when my 
oin hmd hc^Md to level the eaDBM wfaicb (MsBflr 

psinled agaiBBt yen tower, we sheold have bam 
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obliged to dimb like fbxts up the irery walls 
whidi we won by our bow and by our qpear* 
Metbought these maligiisnts had then enough of 
shutting their gates and making high their horn 
against us.^ 

*^ Be patient^ my brother/^ said Sdsgrace; 

^^ be patient^ and let not thy soul be disquieted. 

I We enter not this high place ^dboiiourably, see- 

[ ing we ascend by tlie gate which the Lord open- 

I ed to the godly."" 

i The wards cf the pastor were like a spark to 

i gunpowder. The.coimteBaiicesofdieiiioiiniful 

j nsliaue suddenly expanded, and, aoceptii^ what 

f had laBen from him as an omen and alig^ fri«s 

bc«reD hoiw they were to interpret their pseseM 
situation, they uplifted, widiooe consent, ooeot 
the titiimphant songs in which the israelile»celiu 
heated the wtoiies wfaicii had been r&otdbmhH 
to f&em over the heatfioi iidudntants of the Pikbu 
mised t.— mI — . 

^ Let God atue, and then hit foei 

aiatt tomliemdiPM to ffi|^ 
Hit enemies for fear shall null 

And Matter oat of sj^t ; 
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** And as WIS mdtt bcfoie the tire^ 

And wind blows smoke away, 
80 In the presence of the Lordy 

The wicked shall decay. 

*^ Crod'fl army twenty thousand is. 

Of angels bright and strong. 
The Lord also in Sinai, 

Is present them among. 

" Thou didst, O Lord, ascend on high. 

And captive ledat them all. 
Who, in times past, thy chosen flock 

In bondage dM entfazaL" 

< These souAds of devotional triumph reached 
the joyous band of the Cavaliers, iirho, decked in 
ivhatever pomp their repeated misfortunes and 
impoverishment had left them, were moving to- 
wards the same point, thou^ by a different road, 
and were filling the principal avenue to the Cas- 
tle, with tiptoe mirth and revelry. The two par- 
lies were strongly contrasted ; for, during that pe- 
riod of civil dissension, the manners of the diffe- 
rent factions distinguished them as completely as 
separate umforms might have done. If the Pu- 
ritan was affectedly plain in his dress, and ridi- 
culously precise in his manners, the Cavalier 

\ 19 
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often carried hid loTe of omaiDeiit into tawdry 
finery, and his contempt of hypocrisy into £- 
eentioys. profligacy. Gay gallant fellows, young 
and old, thronged together towards the anment 
Castle, with general and joyous manifestation. of 
those spirits, which, as they had be^buoym^t 
fpough to support thdr owners during tb^ worst 
of times, as they tenn^ Oliver^s usiirpation^ 
were now so inflatied as to trunsport them nearly 
beyond the reach of sober reason* , Feathers wa- 
ved, lace glittered,, spears jingled, steeds curacth 
led ; and here and there a petronel, or pistol> wsiB, 
fired off by. some who found his. own natural ta- 
lents for making a noise inadequate to the dig* 
nity of the occasion. Boys,-r-for, as we said be- 
fore, the rabble were with the uppermost party^ 
as usual,-— haUowed and whooped, ^' Down with 
the Rump,^ and ^t Fie upon Oliver !^ Musical in* 
Struments, of as many different fashions as were 
then in use, played all at once, and without any 
regard ta each others tune ; and the glee of the 
pocasion, while it reconaled the pride of the high- 
bom of the party to fraternize with the general 
route, derived an additional zest from the ood- 
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adcMM triumph, thai Am exultatkn wa»l n>rt by 
Iheit nm^honn^ the creBt-fdlai BoiJiid&e«d& 

When the loud md woaoman Bwtll at th# 
]MflIm4uiiey multipiied bj aH the eeheeti of Ae 
diffs and nunout haUs, came liiH iipoa ihtif 
ear, aa if to warn then how httle they weva to 
Mdkon upon the defateuimk of their tid¥e tm f km, 
at int ft was answered with a seottfvl kugb^ 
wsed to aa much height as the sGofSm^ ^in>gs 
would pennit, in cnder that it migbt canj to the 
piahnodiBts the contempt of thdr auditon ; but 
thii wae a foreed exerdon of par tj i^deen. There 
ia eometlnng in mdancholy' fedii^ mote natural 
to» an imperfect and luffering stale than in those 
of gaiety, and when Aey are hioaght into colK* 
sioD, Ae ibnner seldom fail to triumphs Ifalii^ 
netaUtram and weddin^-pfooassieft were to BMel 
Jimeaipectedly, it wH readily be aUowed that tlM 
awth of the last wovld be speeiKly merged in the 
l^m ol the otheiSL. But the Cavalisii, aoore^ 
mwy had sympathsea of a difoemt kind Tbtf 
psa im t m e^ lAoA now came rolHng eat thtif s t/ 
lad been heaid t» oRm, aad upon loo msvy 
o e tmi ens bad pasetdhd vieleiy ga me d 4>yer tba 
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joalignwitsi to permit tbeniy ey€n in their ti»- 
umpbt to hear it widiout emotioii, Tba*ewA$« 
aort of pnuse, of which the party theantlveft 
9Ct9ed lather ashAmed^ until the sikooe wm 
bvoken by the stout old Imighty &* Jasper Cra»- 
faourae^ whoae gallantly was so uttiveraaliy ac» 
Jcaowledlged, that he could afford^ if we »ay use 
auch ao expressaon, to oonfesB emotions^ whidi 
aoen, whose oounige was in any respeet liaUe to 
suspicion, would haY« thought it impnadent to 
neknowkdge. 

<< Adad,** said Jibe old fcnighty << m^y I nevor 
laste oInBet «gwi> if that is not the vary tune 
with which the jHrick-aared vUlains began their 
onset at WigganJane, where they tiowled us 
danfn like so many skittle nine^pinsl Fakh^ 
nsii|^iboiic% to aay li^uthj aad sbamo the devilj i 
did not like the sound of it abo¥0 half."^ 

** If [ ikomght ^ romrf headed rogues did it 
insQem of us/ said Dick Wildblood of the Balc^ 
** I woidd cudgel thior psahnody out of their 
peasantly throats with this yery trunqheoa T # 
MotiQn which) beiiy seconded by old Aeger 
MSoCf the drnidi^a tapster of the Feyerilwuans 

13 
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in the Tillage, might have bfougfat on a general 
battle, but that Sir Jasper forbade the feud. 
' ^' We**!! have no ranting, Dick," said the old 
Knight to the young Franklin ; ^* adad, man, 
well have none, for three reasons; first, because 
it would be ungentle to Lady Peverii ; then, be- 
cause it is against the King^s peace ; and, lastly, 
Dick, because if we did set on the psalm-singing 
knaves, thou inightest come by the worst, my 
boy, as has chanced to thee before." 

« Who, I ! Sir Jasper ?" answered Dick— « I 
come by the worst ! — ^I^'ll be d— d if it evar hap. 
pened but in that accursed lane, where we had 
no more flank, front, or rear, than if we had 
been so many herrings in a barreL" 

*' That was the reason, I fancy," answered Sir 
Jasper, ^* that you, to mend the matter, scram- 
bled into the hedge and stuck there, horse and 
man, till I beat thee through it with my leading- 
staff; and then, instead of charging to the front, 
you went light-about, and away as fast as your 
feet could carry you." 

This reminiscence produced a laugh at Dick*s 
expense, who was known, or at least suspected, 
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to have more tongue in his head than mettle in 
his bosom. And this sort of rallying on the part 
of* the knight having, fortunately' abated the re- 
sentment which had begun to awaken in the 
breadts of the royaliist cavalcade, further cause 
for offence was removed, by the sudden ceasing 
of the isounds which they had been disposed to 
interpret into those of premeditated insult. 
' This was owing to the arrival of the Puritans 
at the bottom of the large and^wide breach, which 
had beeti formerly made in the wall of the caistle 
by Ureir victorious cannon.' The sight of its 
gaping heaps of rubbish, and disjointed masses 
<^ building, up which slowly winded a narrow 
atnd steep path, such as is made amongst ancient 
rums by the rare passage of those who occasion^ 
aBy visit them, was calculated^ when contrasted 
with the grey and solid massiv^ess of die towers 
and 'Curtains which yet stood uninjured, to re- 
mnd them of their victory over the strcmghold 
of their enemies, and how they had bound nobles 
abd princes with fetters of iron. 

But feelings more suitable to the purpose of 



their nnt to HarliBdale Caitle, wete Mitwiueaoi 
91 the faotoms cTcn of these etetn sectenes^ wheb 
the Ladjof the Castle, 4itiU in the Terypiimecf 
heaiily mud of woiMmhood, i^peared at the top 
af the toeacii nkh her priad^ female attend- 
wsBiMf to ree&we her guttts with the hcxiKmr and 
eowtUty beeommg her inTitadon* She had laid 
aside Ihe hiacfc dress whichhed been her toleattne 
ibr senoral years^ and was wmjtA widi a spleii- 
dour not ludMOcmiiiig her high desoe&t asd qu*. 
Jily* Jewels, iodeedy she had ncme; but her loag 
and dark hair was aonaounled with a chapbt 

iKiner beii^ the enUem of the Kiog^s psescmi^ 

jjon in the Boyal Oakland the httcr, of his happy 
BestmHioD. What rendered ber {Keseooe still 
Moee inlttesting to those who Jooked on her, wm 
the presence €i ^the two chiMum whom dbe held 
igi eidier hand ; one of whom was well Jcnoim io 
them aU to be the child iif Ihdr leador, Msjiv 
firidgenortfa, who had been restored to life and 
health by the almoat maternal 4»re of the Laify 
PeicrtL 
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If .even the inferior persons of the party felt 
the healing influence of her presence, thus ac« 
companied, poor Bridgenorth was almost over* 
whelmed with it The strictness of his cast and 



manners permitted him not to sink on his knee, 
and kiss the hand which held his little orphan ; 
but the deepness of his obeisance— the faulter^ 
ing tremor of his voice — and the glistening of 
his eye,, shewed a gTatef^l respect for the lady 
whom he addressed— -deeper and more r^veren«» 
tial than could have been expressed even by Per- 
«an prostration. Afewcourteousandmildwords^ 
expressive of the pleasure she found in once mor^ 
seeing, her n^^bours as her friends— a few kind 
inquiries, addressed to the principal individuals 
among her guests, concerning their familm and 
ooanections, completed her triumph over angry 
thoughts and dangerous recoUections* and di«r 
posed inen*a bosoms to sympathize with the pur*- 
poses of the meetiiig. . ,-.., 

Even Sol^ace himself, although ima^^niog 
himself bound by his c^ce and duty; tp. watch 
0ver and counteract the wiles of the <* Amalekitish 
.woman,^ did not esoafw the syaspathetic mfectioii ; 
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bong wo nmch «truck with the marks of peice 
and good will exhibited by Lady Feveril, that 
he immediately raised the psahn, 



** O what a happy thing it is. 
And joyfiil for to see 

BzetJireD to dvell together in 
Friendship and unity.** 



Accepting this salatation as a mark of oourteay 
dd, this Lady Pe^eril marshalled in pef^on 
thi» paity ol her guests to the apartment, where 
aiaple good d^er was provided for them ; and 
bad even the patience to remain while Master 
Nehemaah Sobgrace pronounced a benediction of 
^rtentou»4ength, as an introduction to the ban# 
quet. Her presence was in some measure a re* 
teaint on the worthy divinet whose prolusbn 
lusted the longer, and was the more intricate 4md 
endbavrassed, that he fdt himself debarred from 
iot4idittg it off by his usual alhteratiTe petition 
for deliverance from Popery, Fiela^, and Pc^ 
^eril of the Peak, which had beconie so habitual 
to him, that after various attempts to condiude 
(with some other form of words, he found himself 
Ht last dbliged to< proncvanof the fint words of 
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uBMalJbrmtUa aloud, and mtit^r the rest in 3uch 
a manner as not to be intelligibk even by those 
who stood nearest to htm. 

The minister's silence was followed by all the 
various sounds which announce the onset of a 
hungry company on a well-furnished table ; and> 
at the same time gave the lady an oppwtunity to 
leave the apartment, and look to the accommoda- 
tion of her other company. She felt, indeed, that 
it was high time to do so ; and that the royalist 
guests u\ight be disposed to misapprehend, ot' 
even to resent, the prior attenticms which (di^ bad 
thought it prudent to offer lo the-Puritans. 

These apprehensions were not altogether ill- 
fibunded. It was m vain that the steward had 
displayed the royal standard, with its proud 
motto of Tandem TriumphanSf on one of the> 
great towers which flanked the main entrance 
of the Castle ; while, from the other, floated 
the banner of Peveril of the Peak, under which 
many of those who now approacfae4 had fought 
during all the vicissitudes of civil war. It was in 
vain he repeated his clamorous*— Welcome, ^oble 
Cavaliers! welcome, generous gentlemen 1 There 
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was a slight murmur amongst them, tltot their 
welcome ought to ha^e come from the moil!h of 
the Coloners lady — not from that 'of a menial. 
SKr Jasper Cranhoume, who had sense as well as 
sfini and courage, and who wasawareof lus 6ar 
oousin^s motives, having been indeed consulted 
by her upon all the arrangements which she had 
adopted, saw matters were in such a state thi^ no 
time ought to be lost in conducting the guests to 
the banquetting apartment, where a fortunate di- 
version from all these tofucs of rising discontent 
might be made, at the expense of the good che» 
of all sorts, which the lady^s care had fo liberally 
provided. 

The stratag^n o{ the old soldier succeeded in 
its utmost extent. He assumed die great oaken- 
chair usually occupied by the steward at his au- 
dits ; and Dr Dummerar having pronounced a 
brief Latin benediction, (which was not the less 
esteemed by the hearers that none of them un- 
derstood it,) Sir Jasper exhorted the company 
to whet their appetites to the dinner by a brim- 
ming cup to his Majesty^s health, filled as high 
and as deep as their gdbiets would permit. In 
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all was bustlcf, with the dang of 5N^irie# 
cups and of flagons. In another moment the 
guests were on their feet like so many statues, 
all hushed as death, but with ejes glancing 
with expectation, and hands o^utstretdied, whidi 
displayed their loyal brimmers. The voice of 
Sir Jasper, deur, daaQffqus,a|]idre9qihB|i% 9» the 
SQinid of his war^trumpet, announced the health 
of the restored Monarch, hastily echoed back by 
the assemblage, impatient to rendor it due ho* 
mage. Another brief pause was filled by the 
draiaiing of their cups, and the mustering breath 
to jmn in a shout so loud, that not only th6 raf- 
. tens, of ithe^ld hall trembled while they echoed 
it. back, but the garlands of oaken boughs and 
flowBES with which they were decorated,* WftveA' 
wildly, and rustled as if agitated by a sudden 
whirlwind. This rite observed, the company pro- 
oeeded to assail the good cheer widi which the 
. taUe groaned, animated as they were to the at- 
tack both by mirth and melody, for they were 
attended by all the minstrels of the. (^strict, who, 
like the Episcopal clergy, had been put toziS- 
< lenoe during the reign of Uie seif^^ntitled saints 
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of tbe Commonwealth. The social oocupatun of 
good eating and dnoking, the exchange of pledges 
betwixt old neighbours who had been fellow-coK 
diers in the momient of resistance— fellow-suflerers 
in the time 6( depression and subjugation, and 
Were now partners in the same general sul:9ect of 
congratulation, soon, wiped fiom their memory 
thetriffing cause ofoomplaint, wUch in die niiids 
of some bad darkened the festivity of the day; so 
^at wheii the Lady Peveril walked into the hall, 
*a€tompanied as before with the children and het 
fteude attendants, she was wdeomed with the ao- 
i&lamations dUe to the mistress of die banquet and 
of die-Oasde— ^Uie dame of the noble Emght, whb 
had led most of them to batde with an undaunt- 
ed and persevenng valour which was worthy of 
better success. 

Her address to them was brief and nntronly, 
yiert spoken widi so much feeling ais found its way 
to every bosom. She apologized tat the lat^eSs 
of her personal welcome, by reminding them that 
there were then present in Martindale Castle 
that day, persons whom recent happy events had 
eonverted from enemies into friends, but on whom 
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the latter character was so recently i^sfxised^'tbai 
she dared not neglect with them.any point of pe* 
r«noniaL But those^ whom she now addressed, 
were the best^ the dearest, the mo^fEiithful frienda 
€Kf her husband'^s house, to whom and to their 
valoar Pevml had not only owed .tfaone aucoea9e9 
which had given them and him fame during the 
ktdy unhappy tim^, but lo whose courage sh^ 
in partkular had owed tb$ i»refiervation of th^if 
leader'^s life, even when it oonld not ayeigt deiGsnt* 
A word or two of heartfelt ooegratulalipn on the 
happy restoration of the royal line aivi aJuthcmty^ 
completed all which she had boldness to add, And 
boi^ng gmeefully round h&y she lifted a cup.to 
her lips as if to welcome her guests. > 

There jstiU remained, and especially ambdgst 
{the old Cavaliers of the period^ some gliihmeiririg 
.ef that spirit which inspired Froiasart, when he 
ileclares that a KDight hath double courage at 
need^ when animated by the looks «iid words of n 
bc»iitaf ol and virtuous woman. It wa^ not wolil 
•the reign which was cGonmencingat the^mament 
;we are treating of, that the unb<hnnded license of 
.the age introducing a general course of pcoiiga- 
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cy, degraded the female sex mto mere aerraiilfr 
of pleasure, and, in bo dcnng, deprived aometyef 
that noUe tone of feeling towarcb tlie seic, vlucfa, 
eoilndered as a spur to ^' raise the dear spirit,^ 
iB superior to ererj oAer impulse save thoae of 
lefigimi and of patiiodsm* The beams of the 
anciitnt hall of Mordndale Castle instantly rung 
with a shout louder and sbrilkr t)ian that at 
which thej had so lately itanVkii, and the names 
of the Kn^ht of die Peak iod his lady were 
prochdmed amid waving of caps and hats, anfd 
unirersal wishes for t}ieir health and happiness. 
Under these auqMoes the Lady Bereril glided 
from the hall, and left free space for the rerdry 
of the evening. 

' That g£ the Cavaliers may be easily conceived, 
mnceit had the usual accompaniments of singing, 
jesting, quaffing of healtfis, and fdayidg of times^ 
whidi have in almost eveiy age and quarter of 
the world been the accompsnimeBts of festive 
cheer. The enjoyments of the Puritans were of 
a different and less noisy character. They nei- 
ther sung, jested, heard music, nor drunk hedtbs; 
- and yet they seemed not the less, in their own 
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phrase^ to enjoy the creature-cdmforts which the 
frailty of humaaity rendered grateful to their 
outward man. Old Whitaker even protested, 
that though much the smaller party in point of 
numbers, they discussed nearly as much sack and 
ciaret as his own more jovial assodates. But those 
who considered the steward^s prejudices were 
inclined to think, that in order to produce such 
a result, he must have thrown in his own bye- 
drinkii^s— no inconaidaiable item-— into the sum 
total of the Presbyterian potations. 
'. Without adopting siich a partial and scanda. 
lous repent, we shall only say, that on this oc^ 
-casion as pn most others, the rareness oi induU 
gence promoted the sense of enjoyment, and that 
thQse who made abstinence, or at least modera- 
tion, a point of religious prindple, enjoyed their 
social meeting the better that such opportunities 
rarely presented themselves. If they did not 
actually drink each other^s healths, they at least 
shewed, by looking and nodding to each other as 
they raised their glasses, that they all were sharing 
the same, festive gratification of the appetite, and 
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felt it enbanoedy because it was at the same thne 
enjoyed by their friends and nei^boarft.f Hdu 
gkcn, as it was the prindpal topic of their thoughts, 
became also the chief subject a£ their convenHU 
tion, and as they sate together in anudl sepa- 
rate knots, they discussed doctrinal and meta- 
|ibysical points of belief, balanced the merits of 
irarious preachers, copnpared the creeds of con* 
tending sects, and fortified by scriptural quota, 
tions thoae whidt they fiv^oured. Some contests 
mrose in the course of these debates, which might 
bave proceeded farther than was seemly^ but for 
the cautious interference of Major Bridgenortk 
He suppressed also, in the very bud, a dilute 
betw»t Gaffer Hodgeson o£ Chamelycot and the 
Bererend Mr Soli^race, upon the tendersubject 
of lay-preaching and lay-«ministering ; nor did he 
think it altogether prudent or decent to indulge 
the wishes of sonte of the warmer enthusiasts of 
the party, who felt disposed to make the rest par- 
takers of th^r gifts in extemporaneous prayer 
and exposition. These were absurdities that be- 
longed to the time, which, however, the Major 
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bad sense enough to perceive were unfitted, whe- 
ther the ofispring of hypomsy or enthunasm, fot 
tbe present time and place. 

The Major was also iostruinentid in breaking 
up the party at aft early' and decorous hour, so 
that they left the Castle long before their rivals, 
the Cavaliers, had reached the i^ing4ide.0f their 
iieierriment ; an arrangement which afforded the 
greatest satisfactidn to the lady, who dreaded the 
consequence which might not improbably have 
taken place, had both parties met at the same 
period and point of retreat. 

It was near midnight ere the greater part 
'of the Cavaliers, meaning sudi ad were able to 
effect their departure without assii^tanoe, with- 
drew to the village of Martindale^Moultrassie, 
with the benefit of the broad moon, to present 
the clHUice of accidents. Their shouts, and the 
burthen of their roaring chorus of-^ 

'r The King shall enjoy his own again !** 

was heard with no small pleasure by the lady, 
heartily glad that the riot of the day was over 
without the occurrence of any unpleasant accident. 
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The rejoicing was not, boweycr, antirelj ended ( 
for the derated Cavali^^ finding some of the ¥il^ 
lagers still on foot around a bonfire in the street, 
struck merrilj in with them— sent to Roger 
Raine of the Peyeril Arms, the loyal publican 
whom we have already mentioned, for two tubs of 
merry stingo, (as it was termed,) and lent their 
own powerful assistance at the dugUng it off te 
the healtli of the King and the loyal General 
Moncke. Tb«r shouts for a long time id^urb- 
ed, and even ahormed the little village, but no em- 
tbusiasm is able to withstand for ever the natural 
(OOQsequenoes of late hours, and potations pottle- 
deep. The tumult of the exulting royalists at 
last sunk into silence, and the moon and the owl 
were left in undisturbed aoverdgnty over the old 
tower of the village church, which, rising white 
aboire a drde of knotty oaks, was tenanted by 
the bird, and silirered by the planet. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



^Twas when they raised, 'mid sap and siege, 
The banners of thdr rightful liege. 

At their she.captain*s call, 
Who, miracle of woman kind, 
J^ent metal to the meanest hind 

That manned her castle wall. 

William S, Rose, 



On the tnomng succeeding the feast, the Lady 
Peveril, fatigued \nth the exertions and the ap« 
prehensions of the former day, kept her apart* 
ment for two or three hours later than her own 
active habits, and the matutinal custom of the 
time rendered usual. Meanwhile, Mistress Elkft* 
mere, a person of great trust in the family, and 
who assumed much authority in her mistresses 
absence, laid her orders upon Deborah, the gour^ 
I vernante^ immediately to carry the children to 

their airing in the park, and not to let any on« 
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enta: the gilded chamber, which was usuaUy 
tlidir spordng-place. Deborah, who often re- 
belled, and sometimes successfully, against the 
deputed authority of Ellesmere, privately resol- 
ved that it was about to rain, and that the gilded 
chamber was a more suitable place for the child- 
ren^s exercise than the wet grass of the park on 
a raw morning. 

But a woman^'s brain is sometimes as inconstant 
as a popular assembly ; and presently after she 
had voted the morning was like to be rainy, and 
that the gilded chamber was the fittest play-room 
for the children. Mistress Deborah came to the 
somewhat inconsistent resolution, that the park 
was the fittest place £:»: her own morning walk. 
It is certain, that during the unresttained joviality 
of the preceding evening, she had danced till mid- 
night with Launce Outram, the park-keeper; 
but how fSsur the seeing him just pass the window 
in his woodland trim, with a feather in his hat, 
and a cross-bow. under his arm, influenced the dis- 
crepancy oi the opinions Mistresa Deborah fount 
ed concerning the weather, we are far fisom pre^ 
auming to guess. It is enough for us, that, so 
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floonasMistressiJBUes^iiiere's back was tarned»Misr 
tress Deborah turned the childrea ioto the. gilded 
cbAiiiber, not without a strict charge (for we must 
da her justice) to Master Julian to take care o{ 
his little wife, Mistress Alice ; and then, having 
taken so satisfactory a precaution, she herself 
glided into the park by the glass-door of the stilU 
room, which was nearly opposite to the gfeat 
breach. 

The gilded chamber in which the children were^ 
by thh arrangement, left to amuse themselves^ 
without better guardianship than what Julian^ 
manhood afforded, was a large apartment, hung 
with stamped Spanish li^ther^ curiously gilded, 
representing, in a mianner now ob^ol^te, but far 
from unpleasing, a series of tilts and combats be- 
twis^t the Saracens of Grenada, and the Spaniards 
^under the command of King Ferdmand and 
Queen Isabdyb, during that memorable siege, 
which was terminated by the overthrow of th^ 
last fragments of the Moorish empire in Spain. 

The Uttie Julian was careering about the room 
&r the jumuseflient of his infant £i^end, a» wdl a^ 
his own^ mimicking with a reed the menadng at- 
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titude of the AbencerrageB and Zegris engi^ed 
in the eastern sport of hurling the ^kei0, or jo^ 
Telin ; and at times sitting down beside he^, and 
caressing her into ^ence and good humour, 
when the petulant or timid child chose to be- 
come tined of iiemaining an inactive spectator of 
his b<nsterou8 sport ; when, on a sadden, he oh. 
served one of the pannelled c om p ar tments of the 
leather hangings slide apart, so as to shew a teat 
band, with its fingers resting upon its edge, 
prepared, it would seem, to push it still farther 
back. Julian was much surprised, and some- 
what frightened, at what he witnessed, for the 
tales of the nursery had strongly impressed on 
his mind the terrors of the invisible world. Yet, 
naturally bold and high^irited, the little-cham- 
pion placed himself beside his defenceless sister, 
continuing to brandish his weapon in her defence, 
as boldly as be had himself been an Abenoenrage 
of Grenada. 

The pannel, on which his eye was fixed, gra- 
duaUy continued to slide back, and display more 
and move of the form to which the hand apper^ 

taiMd, until, in the dark* aperture wbiob was 

12 
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SstAoeidy t!te chiidfeU' sijl^ the figure ^ » lady 
m a' moumifirg ^dbess, pafst tk^i ifiiferidiiUl ef lift;, 
but whose countenance still retained traoetl d^ 
great beauty, although the preiiominant cfaafftc- 
ter both of her feattntea and person was an air 
of almost royal dignity. After pausdng a mot^ 
ment on &e threshdid of tlie portal which> sbr 
bad thus uflftcpecteifly diselose^ and ftiokiqf 
with i^xne surprise ai thtt^ childj^en^ whom riie 
had not prohiiMy observed wkile engaged, wads 
the management of the pannel, tiie stranger stepu 
ped into the apartment, and the pamiely open & 
touch of a spring, dosed behind her so suddenly,) 
that Julian almost doubted it had ever been ope% 
and began to apprehend that the whole appari* 
tion bad been a delusion. 

The stately lady, however, advanced to him,, 
and $aid, ** Are not you the little Peverii ?^ 

" Yes," said the boy, reddening, not ailiigs^ 
ther without a juvemle feding of tibat rtde of 
chivalry which fcn-bade any one to disowii hm 
name, whatever danger might be annexed to the 
avowal of it 

vol.. I. G i 
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Then,^. .laid. the. stately.. stranger, ^< go to 
j<W mother's looin^ imd tell her to oonieuistanU 
ly to spe^k with me^^ 
. ^^ I wo'^not/^ said the little Julian. 

^^ How?"" aaid the.lady9«r-^^ so young and so 
diadbedient pT-rbut you dp but foUow the fashion 
of the time. . Why. will you not go, . my pvetty . 
boy, when I B(k it of you as a favour ?^ 
. <f I would go» madam,^ said the hpy, ^^ but* — 
and he stopped shwt, still dmwing back, as the 
lady advanced on him, but stiU holding by the 
hand Alipe Bridg?north, ^who, too young to un- 
derstand the nature of the dialogue, cl.ung, trem- 
bling, to her companion^. 

The stranger saw his embarrassment, smiled,, 
and remained standing fast, while she. asked the 
cMId once more, ^^ What are you afraid of, my 
brave boy— and why should you no( go.^ your, 
mother on my errandf ^ 

>< Because,^ a^swened Julian^ firmly^ ^^ if J 
go^ Iktle Alice must stay.alone with ypu.^ 

^ -You are B gallant fellow,^ said the lady, 
<< and wiU not disgrace your blood, ^hichj»ever 
left the weak without protection."^ 
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- The boy understood lier Bot, and BtiU gazed 
with anxious appfrehenfiiGn, first on her who ad- 
dressed i^m^ and then upon lus little companion, 
^ whose eyes^ with the vacant -glance of infancy, 

wandered froni the figure of the lady to that of 
her companion and protector, and at Jength, in** 
iected by a portion of the fear which the latter''s 
magnanimous efforts could not entirely concealy, 
flew into Julicm^s arms, and clinging to him,* 
greatly augmented his alarm, and, by screaming 
aloud, rendered it very difficult for him to avoid 
the sympathetic fear which impelled him to do 
the samet 

There was something in the manner and bear* 
ing of this unexpected inmate, whieh might jus- 
tify awe at least, if not fear, when joined to the 
unexpected and mysterious mode in which* she 
had made her appearance. Her dress was not re-' 
— markable, being the hood and female riding at- 

tire of the time, such as was worn by the inferior 
class of gentlewomen ; but her black hair was vary 
long, and several locks having escaped from, un- 
der her hood, hung down dishevelled on her neck 
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and shoulders. Her ey^es were deep black, keen, 
and pierdng, and her features had scnnething c^ 
a foreign expression. When she spoke, h^ hm- 
goage was mtfked bj a digfat foreign accent, al- 
though, m amstruction, it was pure English. 
Her slightest tone and gesture had the air of one 
accustomed to command and to be obeyed ; the 
recollection of which probably suggested to Ju^ 
lian the apology he afterwards made for being 
frightened, that he took the stranger for an ^* en- 
chanted queen.^ 

Wlule die stranger lady and the cMldren thus 
confronted each other, two persons entered al- 
most at the same instant, but fiom different doors, 
whose haste shewed that they had been alarmed 
by the cries of the latter. 

The fint was Major Bridgenorth, whose ears 
had be^ alarmed with the cries of his child as 
he entered the hall, which corresponded with 
what was called the gilded chamber. His inten- 
tion had been to remain in the more public apart- 
ment, until the Lady Peveril should make her 
appearance, with the good-natured purpose of 




.\ / 
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ussuring her that the preceding day of tumult had 
parsed in every respect agreeably to his friends, 
and without any of those alarming consequences 
which might have been apprehended fr<»n a col- 
lision betwixt the parties. But when it is con« 
sidered bow sererely he had been agitated by ap- 
prdiensions for his child^s safety and health, too 
well justified by the fate of those who had pre- 
ceded her, it will not be thought surprising that 
the infantine screams of Alice induced him to 
break through the barriers of form, and intrude 
farther into the interior of the bouse than a sense 
of strict propriety might have warranted. 

He burst into the gilded chamber, therefore, by 
a side-door and narrow passage, which communi- 
cated betwixt that apartment and the hall, and 
snatching the child up in his arms, endeavoured, 
by a thousand caresses, to stifle the screams which 
burst yet more thickly from the little girl, on 
b^olding herself in the arms of one to whose 
voice and manner she was, but for one brief in- 
terview, an entire stranger. 

Of course, Alice's shrieks were redoubled, and 
seconded by those of Julian P^veril, who, on the 
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appearance of this second intruder, vras frighten- 
ed into resignation of every more manly idea of 
rescue than that which consisted in invoking as- 
sistance at the very top of his lungs. 

Alarmed by this noise, which in half a minute 
became very clamorous. Lady Pev«il, with whose 
apartment the -gilded chamber was connected by 
a private door of' communication opening into 
her wardrobe, entered on the scene. The in- 
stant she appeared, the little A£ce, extricating 
herself from the grasp of her father, ran to- 
wards her protectress, and when she had once 
taken hold of her skirts, not only became silent, 
but turned h^r large bliie eyes, in which the tears 
were still glistening, with a look of wonder rather 
tfaaa alarm, towards the strange lady. Julian 
manfuUy recovered his reed, a weapon which he 
had never parted with during the whole alarm, 
and stood prepared to assist his mother if there 
should be danger in the encounter betwixt her 
and the stranger. 

In fact, it might have puzzled an older person 
to- Isocount for. the sudd^i and confused pause 
which the Lady Peveril made, as she gazed on 
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her unexpectecl guest, as if dobious wheflier 'slie 
did or did not Irecbgni^e, in her still tieautifiil 
though wa&itecl and emaciated featutes, a coun- 
tenance trhich she had known well uiiderfar dif- 
ferent cireuinstances. * t 

The strfeuiger seemed to undetstuid her cause 
of hesitation, for* she said in that beart-th^Bng 
voice which was pequliarly herown,'^ ' • ^ 

<< Time and misfortune have changed me mudi^ 
Margaretp— 4hat every 'mirror tells me-^yet, me- 
thinks, Margaret Stanley might istill hav^ knowii 
Charlotte de la Tremouille.'' 

The Lady PeVeril was little in the custom of 
giving way to sudden emotion, but in the present 
case she threw herself on her knees in a rapture 
of mingled joy and grief, and half embradng 
those of the stranger, excUdmed, in broken lan^ 
guage^ 

^* My kind, my noble benefactress— the prince^ 
ly Countess of Derby— the royal Queen in Man 
-—could I doubt your voice, your features for a 
moment— -O, forgive, forgive me T 

The Countess raised the suppliant kinswoman 
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flf to* Imstimd's house, with oU the gnieeof one 
Boonstomed iroin early hirth to leoeive homage 
imdtogniitprotectioii. 1^ kimed the Lady Pe- 
:«rerir0 fbrdiead, and passed her hand in a caress- 
ing manner over her face as «he said 

'^ Yon too are changed, my faircoiiainy but it 
jfijadMige becomes you, from a pretty «Bd timid 
maiden to a «age and ooiial^ mation. But my 
Pim vsgm»f, mbklk I oooeh4d agpod one, has 
§mkd MB «lra«Beiy» if this yptfe ma n be Sir 

^^ A kind and good neighbov only, madam,^ 
mA haiy Peveril ; ^* fir Q^mMcey is at Court."* 

<< I undenftfod so WMiBh,^ said the Countess <^ 
H^fx^jf ^' wh^d I arrived itsm last mght.^ 

^VHow, madam T said lAdy BffvmX-^^ Did 
yiia amve at Martindde Caado--^ ihe hoiise iaf 
Margaret Stanley, where you have such right to 
VifW^mAs ^aod did not annpiiP^ your fwesence 
tfiherr 

<^ (Q, I \f^w you aiie ^iJNlifid ftubj^ct, Mar* 
garet,"" answered the Countess, ^^ though it be 
Uk thus? 4iyB4 mne «hafacfew~hiH it mm ^our 
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pleamire^^ she added^ with a smile, << to travel 
.inodgnito— and find^ you engaged in general 
hospitfliity, we desired not to disturb you with 
our Toyal presence.^ 

^< But how and where were you lodged, ma- 
ilam?^«Md LadyPeTeiil; ^^ or why should you 
itfvre kept seeret a irkit which would^ if made, 
have augmeated tenfold the hq^neas of e^ery 
4riie heart that rejoiced here yesterday ?^ 

^< My lod^ng was well cared for by BUesmere 
-—your Ellesmere now, as she was formerly 
mitie^-Hsbe has acted as quurter-master ere now 
you know, and on a broader scale ; you must ex- 
cuse her*— she had my positive ordar to lodge me 
in the most secret part of your Ca9tleN— (here she 
yMWted to the sliding pannel)— -she obeyed or- 
ders in that, and I suppose also in sending you 
new hither.^ 

<^ Indeed I have not yet seen her,^ said the 
lady, ^^ (and therefore was totally ignorant of a 
visit so joffiilf so surprising.^ 

^^ And I,"" said tfe <}ottnte0fl, '^ w»8 equally 
surprised to &ad none but iheiBe beautiful child* 
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reHi in the opalttneiit where I thought I heard 
ydu moving. OUr EUesnOere bius become rilly— 
your good*nature has spoiled het^— die has for- 
gotten the discipline she learned under me.^ * 

** I saw h^ run thirocigh the Wood,^ said the 
Lady Pereril^ afker a mom^it^s recollection, *' us- 
dbubtedly to seek the penton who has charge of 
the children, in order to remove them.^ ' ' 

<< Your own darlings, I doubt not,^ said the 
Countess, looking at the chtkhren. ^* Margaret, 
Providence has blessed you»^ 

^ That is my son,^ said Lady Pevaril, point- 
ing to Juli6n, who stood devouring their 'dis- 
course with greedy ear ; '^ the little giri— I may. 
call mine ^too.^ Major Bridgnorth, who had 
in the meftn time again taken up his infant, and 
wail engaged in caressing it, set it^own as the 
Countess of Derby spoke, sighed deeply, and 
wdlked towards th^ oriel window. He was Well 
aware that the ordinary rules of courtesy would 
have rendered it proper that he should withdraw 
entirdy, or at least offer to do so; but he was 
not a man of ceremonious politeness, and he had 
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a particular interest in the subjects on which' the 
Countesses discourse was likely to turn^ which in^ 
duced him to dispense with ceremony. The ladies 
seemed indeed scarce to notice his presence. The 
Countess had now assumed a chair, and motion- 
ed to the Lady Peverii to sit upon a stool which 
was placed by her side. *' We will, haxe old 
times once more, though there are here ho roar- 
ing of rebd guns to drive you to take rrfuge at 
my-^e, and almost in my pocket.^ . 

'^ I have a gun, madam,^ sidd little Julian^ 
^^ and the piark-keeper is to teadi me how to fire 
it next year.'* 

" I will list you for my soldier, thcn,^ said the 
Countess. ' 

^^ Ladies have no s6ldierb,^.8aid the boy, look<» 
ing wistfully at her. 

** He has the true, masculine contempt of 6ur 
frail sex, I see," said the Countess ; " it is bom 
with the insolent varlets 6f mankind, and sb^ws 
itself so soon as they are out of their kmg ck>thes^ 
Did EUesmere never. tell you of Lalbam-Houae 
and Charlotte of Derby, my little master f^. 
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<« ▲ tiMiiUMd4lMiaiiid times,'' said the boy, 
Qoloiiring; ^^ and hsm ikt Qtieen of Man de- 
finidod il AX fiwluiAgaiiMt tbfiee tliousand BiMii^^ 
lieads, widar Bogiie HftmaoB the butcher.'' 

^ li ma jaax motbtr dafieaded Latham- 
Houae^'* aaid the Counteaa, << not I, my little 
aaldinw^Ibdat thou been theve, thou hadst been 
Aa beat oafiiMn of the thne.'* 

^ Do not aaj^ ao^'Viadam,'' said the boy, ^ for 
mamma would not tooeh a gun fior all the uni- 



^< Not I, mdaad, Julian," said hiii mother ; 
'^ there I was for certain, but as useless a port of 
Iha garrisoo**-" 

<< You fcxrget," said the Countess, ^' you nur- 
sed our hospital, and made lint for the soldiers' 
wounds.'* 

^ But did not papa come to help you ?" siud 
JuUan. 

^ Papa came at last,'* said the Countess, ^^and 
so did Prince RuperU^Mit not, I think, till they 
wifve both heartily wished for.-«])o you remem- 
ber that morning, Margaret, when the round- 
headed knaves, that kept us pent up so long, re- 






v^ 
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treated without bagor baggage^ at tlie fmt j^anoe 
of the Prinoe^s standards appearing oo the hiU*M 
and how you took every high-crested captain you 
saw for Peveril of the Peak, that bad been your 
partner three months before at the Queen^s mask? 
Nay^ never Uush for Uie thou^t of it*<-4t was 
an honest aflbction-— and though it was the mo* 
sic of trumpets that aeoompanied you both to 
the <Ad chapel, which was ahnpat entirely ruined 
by the enemy^s bullets ; and though Prince Ru* 
pert, when he gave you away at the altar, waa 
clad in buff and bandalier, with pialida in his beit^ 
yet I trust these warlike signs were no type of 
future discord P"" 

<< Heaven has been kind to oie,^ siud Lady 
Peveril, ^* in blessing me widi an affectionate 
husband.^ 

<< And in preserving him tt> you^^ said the 
Countess, with a deep s^h ; ** while mine, alas ! 
sealed with his bldod his devoticm to his king*^ 
O, bad he lived to see this day T 

<^Alas! alas! that he mus not permitted T an- 
swered Lady Peteril ; <^ how had that brave and 
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noUe Eait rejoieed in the unhoped-fiur redeup- 
tieii.of our eapdyity T 

' ./The Countess looked op Lady Peveril with an 
air of .surprise; 

. . <' Thbo hast not then heard, counn, how. il 
stands with our house?— How indeed had my 
noUe lord wondered, had he been told that the 
Tery mbnaich for whom be laid down his noble 
fife on the.iscaflEbld at Bolton k Mocht,- should 
make it his first aet of restored mc»archy to com* 
pfefee. the. destruction of our property, i^^ady 
W^ niigh ruined in the, royal cause, and to.p^* 
aecttte me his widow E^ 

^^ You astonish me, madam !^ said the Lady 
Feyeril; ^^ itcannot be, that you— -that you, the 
wife of the gallant, the faithful, the murdered 
Earl— 'you. Countess of Derby, and Queen in 
Maur— you, whotook on you even the character 
of asoldier, and seemed a man when so many men 
proved women— 4hat you should sustfun evil from 
the event which has fulfilled— exceeded— the 
hopes of every faithfiil subject— it cannot beT 
^^ .Thou, art as simple, I see, in this world^s 
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knQwkdge.aa ever, my fair couain,^ answered the 
Counteds. ^' This B^toration, which ha^ given 
ethers aecuritj, has placed me in dailgep-^tlus 
change which relieved other royalUste^ scarce leas 
zealous, I. presume to think, than I—has sent 
me here a fujgitive, and in concealment, to beg 
shelter .and assistance .from you, fiur cousin.^. 

" From me,'' answered the Lady Peveril— 
^^ bam me, whose youth yoUr kindness sheltered 
-»from the wife of Peveril, your gallq^it Lord's 
companion in arms— -you have a vi^t to com- 
mand every thing ; but alas I that you should 
need such assistance; as I can render-^for^ve 
me, but it seems like some ill^on^^ne^ vision of 
the ilightp— I listen to your words as if I hoped 
to. be relieved frpm th^i^ paiiifu} impprt by awa- 
kening." 

. " It.ifc. indeed a dream-rra visi<^,'' said the 
Countess of Derby ; " but it needs joo seer to read 
itr-^the explanation hath been long since given- 
Put not your faith in princes, I can .soon remote 
your surprise. — rThis gentlemaP^ ypur friend, 
is doubtless honest P 

, The Lady Peveril well knew that the Cava- 
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liersy like other faetkms, usurped to themsdves 
the exdudve denominatum of the hone&i partf , 
and she felt some difficulty in explaining that her 
ymtor was not honest in that sense of the watdL 

*^ Had we not better retire, madam,^ she said 
to the Countess, risiDg, as if in order to attend 
her. But the Countess retained her seat 

*^ It was but a question of haUt,^ she said ;. 
^ the gentleman^s principles are nothing to me,' 
ftx what I have to teU you is widely biased, and- 
I care not who hears my shaire of it. You re- 
member — you must haye heard, for I think Mar- 
garet Stanley would not be indifferent to my fate 
-^4hat after my husband'^s murther at Bolton, I 
took up the standard which he never droj^ied un-^ 
til his death, and disfdayed it with my own hand 
in our Sovereignty of Man.^ 

^* I did indeed hear so, madam,^ said the Lacty 
Peveril ; *^ and that you h|ul bidden a bold dei* 
anoe to the rebel govermnent, even after all othor 
ports of Briton had submitted to them. My 
hufiliatid. Sir Geoirey, deagned at one time to 
have gone to your asastance with some few fol- 
lowers; but we learned that the islaEnd waa ren- 

8 
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dered to the Parliament party, and that you, 
dearest lady, were thrown into prison.'^ 

^ But you heard not,'" said th6 Countess, 
*^ how that disaster befel me.— -Margaret, I would 
have held out that island against the knaves as 
long as the sea continued to flow around it. Till 
the shoals which surround it had become saf^ 
anchorage— till its precipices had mdted with tlie 
sunshine— ^till of all its strong abodes and castle^ 
not one stoifie remained upon another, would % 
have defended against these villainous hypocritical 
rebels, my dear husband'^s hereditary dominipni 
The little kingdom of Man should have been 
yielded only when not an arm was left to wiel4 
a sword, not d finger to draw a trigger in its de^ 
fence. But treachery did what force could' ne^ 
ver have done. When we had foiled various 
attempts upon the island by open force — ^treason 
accomplished what Blake and Lawson, with thdr 
floating casiles, had found an enterprize too l^a* 
zardous — a base rebel, whom we had nursed in 
our own bosoms, betrayed us to the enemy. This 
wretch was named Christian- 

VOL. I. H 
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Major Bridgenorth started and turned towards 
the speaker, but instantly seemed to recollect him* 
self, and agslin averted his face. The Countess pro- 
ceeded, without noticing the interruption, which, 
however, rather surprised Lady Peveril, who was 
acquainted with her neighbor's general habits of 
indifference and apathy, and therefore the more 
Surprised at his testifying such sudden symptoms 
of interest. She would once again have moved 
die Countess to retire to another q>artment, but 
Lady Derby proceeded with too much vehemence 
to enddre ittterruption. 

*< This Christian,** she smd, '^ had eaten of niy 
lord his sovereign's bread, and drank of his cup, 
even from childhood— for his fathers had been 
faithful secants to the house of Man and Der* 
by. He himself had fought bravely by my 'hus«> 
band^s side, and enjoyed all his confidence ; and 
when he was martyred by the rebels, he reoom-^ 
mended to me, atxk>ngst other instructions commu- 
nicsated in the last message I received from him, to 
continue my confidence in Christianas fidelity. I 
obeyed, although I never loved the man. He was 
cold and phl^matic, and utterly devoid of that sa« 
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cted fire which is tbe incentive to noble de^5» sus- 
pected too of leaning to the cold metaphysics of 
^Ivinistic subtlety. But he was brave, wise, 
and experienced, and, as the event proved, pos« 
sessed but too much interest with the islanders; 
When these rude people saw themselves without 
hope of relief, and pressed by a blockade, which 
brought want and disease into their island, they 
began to fall off from the faith wluch they had 
hitherto shewn.^ 

" What r sard the Lady Peveril, *< copld they 
forget what was due to the widow of their besre^ 
factor*— she who had shared with the generous 
Derby the task of bettering^ their condition ?" - 

'^ Do not blame them,^ said the Countess * 
^[ the rude herd acted but according to their kind 
^n present distress they forgot former benefits, 
and, nursed in their earthen hoveIs> with spirits 
suited to their dwellings, they were incapable of 
feeling the glory which is attached to constancy 
in suffering. But that Christian should have 
headed their revolt*— that he, bom a gentleman> 
and bred under my murdered Derby^s own care 
in all that wa? chivalrous and noble-«»that he 

90 
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AMld hare forgot a Imndred benefits— why do 
I talk of benefits ?«-^tbat he should hare forgotten 
that kindly intefooorse which binds man to man 
far more than the reciprocity of obligation — ^that 
he shotdd hare headed the ruffians who broke 
suddenly into my apartment-immured me with 
my infants in one of my own castles, and assu- 
med or usurped the tyranny of the idand— 4hat 
this should have been done by William Chris- 
tian, my vassal, my servant, my friend, was a 
deed of ungrateful treachery, whidi even this age 
rftreascni will scarcely parallel T 

^ And you were then imprisoned,** said the 
Lady Peveril,^ ^ and in your own sovereignty ?* 
; <• For m6re than seven years I have endured 
Strict captivity,^ said the Countess. ^^ I was in- 
deed offered my liberty, and even some means of 
support, if I would have consented to leave the 
islandi find pledged my word that I would not 
endeavour to repossess my son in his father's 
inghts. But they little knew the princely house 
troBk which I springi<-*and as little the royal house 
of StffiEiley which I uphold, who hoped to hum- 
ble Charlotte of Tremouille into so base a com- 
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position. I woald rather have starved in the 
darkest and loiv^t vaalt of Ruffin Castle, thaa 
have consented to aught which might diminish in 
one hair's breadth the right of my son over his 
father's sovereignty.'' 

^' And could not your firmness^ in a case where 
hope seemed lost, induce them at oMe to be gi^ 
nerous, and dismiss you without conditions ?" 

<^ They knew me better than thou dost, wench," 
answered the Countess ; *^ once at liberty, I had 
not been long without the means of disturbing 
their usurpation, and Christian would have ai» 
soon uncaged a lioness to combat with her, as luive 
given me the slightest power of returning to the 
struggle with him. But time had liberty saoA 
revenge in store — I had still friends and parti- 
zans in the island, though they were compelled 
to give way to the storm. Even among the 
islanders at large, most had been disappointed in 
the effects which they expected frpm the change 
of power. They were loaded with exactions by 
their new masters, their privileges were abridged, 
and their immunities abolished^ under pretext of 
reducing them to the same condition with theother 
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lubjects of the pretended repubKc. When the 
news arrived of the changes which were current in 
Britain, these sentiments were privately commu- 
nioated to me ; and a rising, effected as sudden- 
ly and effectually as that which had made me a 
captive, placed me at liberty and in possession of 
die Sovereignty of Man, as Regent for my son, 
the youthful Earl of Derby. Do you think I 
enjoyed that sovereignty long without doing jus-» 
tioe on that tridtor Christian ?^ 

** How, madam,^ said Lady Peveril, who, 
though she knew the high and ambitious spirit 
of the Countess, scarce anticipated the extremi-* 
ties to which it was capable of hurrying ^her— 
<* Have you imprisoned Christian ?** 

** Ay, wench— 4n that sure prison which feloa 
never breaks from,^ answered the Countess. 

Bridgenorth, who had insensibly approached 
them, and was listening with an agony of interest 
which he was unable any longer to suppress^ 
broke in with the stem exclamation-— 
, ** Lady, I trust you have not dared ^ 

The Countess interrupted him in her turn. 
. f * I know not who you are who questipn^^aincl 
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you know not me when you speak to me of thai 
which I dare, or dare not, do. But you seem inte- 
rested in the fate of this Christian, and you shall 
hear it..-»I was no sooner placed in possession of my 
rightful power, than I ordered the Doomster of 
the island to hold upon the traitor a High Court 
of Justice, with all the formalities of the isle, as 
prescribed in its oldest records* The court was 
held in the open air, before the judges and keys, 
seated upon chairs of the living rock— the crimi- 
nal was heard at length in his own defence, which 
amounted to little^more than those specious alle- 
giances of public consideration, which are ever 
used to colour the ugly front of treason. He was 
fully convicted of his crime, and he received th^ 
doom of a traitor.^ 

*^ But which I trust is not yet executed r^ said 
Lady Peveril, not without an involuntary shud- 
der. 

*^ You are a fool, Margaret,^' scud the Coun- 
tess sharply ; ** think you I delayed such an 
act of justice, until some wretched intrigues of 
-the new English Court might have prompted 
their interference ? No, wench->^he passed from 
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the judgm^it-seat to the place of execudon, with 
no farther dday than might be necessary tor bis 
soul'^s sake. He was sbot to death in the eourt* 
yard of Peel Castle, by a file of musketeers.^ 

Bridgenorth claq)ed his hands together, wrung 
them, and groaned bitt^Iy. 

<< As yoa seem interested for this crimioaly^ 
added the Countess, addressing Bridgenorth, '< I 
do him but justice in reporting to you, that bis 
dei^ wto firm and manly, becoming the general 
tsdf^ of hi» life^ which, but for that gross act of 
traitorous ingralitud^ bad been fair mid honourt 
able. But what of that ? The hypocrite is a saint^ 
and the false traitor a man of honour, till opporw 
lupity, that faithful touchstone^ proves thdr me- 
tal to be base.^ 

*^ It is false, woman— *it is false !^ said Bridge- 
north, no longer isuppresang his indignation. 

'^ What means this bearing. Master Bridge^ 
north r siod Lady Peveril, much surprised. 
*^ What is this Christian to you, that you should 
insult the Countess of Darby under my roof?'' 

*^ Speak not to me of Countesses and of cere- 
monies,'' said Bridgenorth ; <' grief and anger 
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leave me no leisure for idle observances, to hu* 
mour the vanity of ovei^own children. — O Chris- 
tian— -worthy , well worthy of the name thou didst 
bear ! My friend— my brother— the brother of 
my blessed Alice— -the only friend of my desolate 
estate I art thou then cruelly murdered by a fe« 
malefury, who, but for thee, had deservedly paid 
with her own blood that of God'^s. saints, which 
she, as well as her tyrant husband, had spilled like 
water i— ^Yes, cruel murtheress !^ he continued, 
addressing the Countess, *' he whom thou hast 
butchered in thy insane vengeance, sacrificed for 
many a year the dictates of his own conscience 
to the interest of thy family, and did not desert 
it till thy frantic zeal for royalty had well nigh 
brought to utter perdition the little community 
in which he was born* Even in confining thee, 
he acted but as the friends of the madman, who 
bind him with iron for his own preservation ; and 
for thee, as I can bear witness, he was the only 
barrier between thee and the wrath of the Com- 
mons of England, and but for his earnest remon« 
strances thou hadst suffered the penalty of thy 
^ttaligpancy, even like the wicked wife of Ahab.^ 

14 
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^< Master Bridgenorth,^ said Lady Pevail, 
*< I will allow for your impatience upon hearing 
these unplearang tidings ; but there is neither use 
nor propriety in further urging this question. If 
in your grief you forget other restraints, I pray 
you to remember that the Countess is my guest 
and kinswoman, and is under such protection as I 
can afford her. I beseech you, in simple courtesy, 
to withdraw, as what must needs be the best and 
most becoming course in these trying circum* 
stances.^ 

*' Nay, let him remain,^ said the Countess, re- 
garding him with composure, not unmingled 
with triumph ; *^ I would not have it otherwise ; 
I would not that my revenge should be summed 
up in the stinted gratification which Christian'^s 
death hath afforded. This man^s rude and c]a- 
morous grief only proves that the retribution I 
have dealt has been more widely felt than by the 
wretched sufferer himself. I would I knew that 
it had but made sore as many rebel hearts, as there 
were loyal breasts afflicted by the death of my 
princely Derby P 

^' So please you, madam,"' said Lady Peyeril, 
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<< since Master Bridgenorth hath not the man* 
ners to leave us upon my request, we will, if your 
ladyship lists, leave him, and retire to my apart- 
ment — ^Farewell, Master Bridgenorth ; we will 
meet hereafter on better terms.''' 

^^ Pardon me, madam,^ said the Major, who 
had been striding hastily through the room^ but 
now stood fast, and drew himself up, as one who 
has taken a resolution ; — ^^ to yourself I have no- 
thing to say but what is respectful ; but to this 
woman I must speak as a magistrate. She has 
confessed a murder in my presence— -the murder 
too of my brother-in-lawr— as a man, and as a 
magistrate, I cannot permit her to pass from 
hence, expepting under such custody as may pre- 
vent her further flight. She has already confess- 
ed that she is a fugitive, and in search of a place 
of concealment, until she should be- able to escape 
into foreign parts.<«->Charlotte, Countess of Der^ 
by, I attach thee of the crime of which thou hast 
but now made thy boast.^' 

'< I shall not obey your arrest,^ said the Count- 
ess, composedly ; *^ I was bom to give, but not 
to receive such orders. What have your English 
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laws to do with my acts of j ustice and of goven^ 
ment, within my son'^s hereditary kingdom ? Am 
J not Queen of Man, as^ well as Countess of 
J>erby P A feudatory Sovereign indeed ; but yet 
independent so Ipng as my dues of homage are 
duly discharged. What right can you assert over 
me?" 

<< That given by the precept of scripture,^ an- 
swered Bridgenorth«— *' ' Whoso spiUeth man>t 
blood, by man shall his blood be spilled/ Think 
not that the barbarous privileges of andent feudid 
customs will avail to screen you from the punish?> 
ment due for an Englishman murthered upon 
pret^cts'inconig^tent with the act of indemnity.^ 

'< Master Bridgenorth," said Lady PeveriJ, 
<^ if by £sdr terms you desist not from your pre- 
sent purpose, I tell you that I neither dare, nor 
wiU, permit any violence against this honourable 
lady, within the walls of my husband'^s Castle." 

'^ You will find yourself unable to prevent me 
from executing my duty, madam," said Bri(%er 
north, whose native obstinacy now came in aid of 
bisgrief and desire of revenge;; <*^^ lamamagisT 
trate, and act by authority." 
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« I know not thaC said Lady Peveril. « That 
you were a magistrate. Master Bridgenorth, un* 
der the late usurping powers, I know well ; but 
till I hear of your having a commission in th^ 
name of the King, I now heatate to obey you 
as sucb.^ 

<< I fiball stand on small ceremony,^ smd 
Bridgenorth. '* Were I no magistrate, every man 
bas title to arrest for murder against the terms 
of the indemnities held out by the King'^s pro* 
clamations, and I will make my point good.^ 
' << What indemnities ? What proclamations ?^ 
sudtheCountessofDerby,indignantIy. <^Charled 
Stuart may, if he pleases, (and it doth seem to 
please him,) consort with those whose hands 
have been red with the blood, and blackened 
with the plunder, of his father and of his loyal 
subjects. He may forgive them if he will, and 
count their deeds good service. What has that 
to do with this Christian'^s offence against me and 
mine ? Bom a Manksman — ^bred and nursed 
in the island— he broke the laws under which he 
lived, and died for the breach of them, after the 
fair trial which they allowed.— Methinks, Mar- 
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garet, wc hate enough 6f this peevish and foolish 
magistrate — ^I atttend ydu to your apartment^ 

Major Bridgeliorth placed himself betwixt 
them and the door, in a manner which shewed 
him detennined to interrupt thar passage ; when 
the Lady Peveril, who thought she had already 
shewed more deference to him in this matter than 
her husband was likely to approve of, raised her 
voice, and called loudly on her steward, Whita* 
ker. That alert person, who had heard high 
talking, and a female voice with which he was 
unacquainted, had remained for several minutes 
stadoned in the anti-room, much afflicted with 
the anxiety of his own curiosity. Of course he 
Altered in an instant. 

" Let three of the m^ instantly take arms,^ 
said his lady ; << bring them into the anti-room, 
and wait my farther orders,*** 
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CHAPTER V 



Tou shall have no worse prison than my diamber. 

Nor jailor than myself. 

The Cepiain. 



The command which Lady Peverii laid on 
her domestics to arm themselves, was so unlike 
the usual gentle acquiescence of her manners, 
that Major Bridgenorth was astonished. ^' How 
mean you, madam i^ said he ; <^ I thought myself 
under a friendly roof.'' 

*^ And you are so. Master Bridgenorth,'' said 
the Lady Peverii, without departing from the na- 
tural calmness of her voice and manner ; ^^ but 
it is a roof which must not be violated by the 
violence of one friend against another." 

'^It is well, madam," said Bridgenorth, turning 
to the door of the apartment. *' The worthy Mas-> 
ter Solsgrace has already foretold, that the time 
was returned when high houses and proud names 
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should be once more an excuae for the crimes of 
those who inhabit the one and bear the other. I 
belieyed him not, but now see he is wiser than I. 
Yet think not I will endure this tamely. The 
blood of my brother-— of the friend of my bo- 
som— shall not long call from jthe altar, < How 
long, O Lord, how long f If there is one spark 
of justice left in this unhappy England, that 
proud woman and I shall meet where she can 
have no partial friend to protect her.^ 

So saying, he was about to leave the apartment, 
when Lady Peveril said, ^' Tou depart not fiom 
this place. Master Bridgenortb, unless you give 
me your word to renounce all purpose against 
the noble Cotmtess^s liber^ upcm the present oc- 
casion.^ ^ 

^< I would sooner,^ answered he, *^ subscribe 
to my own dishonour, madam, written down in 
express words, than to any such composition. 
If any man offers to interrupt me, his blood 
be on his own head.^ As Major Bridgenorth 
spoke, Whitaker threw open the door, suad 
shewed that, with the alertness of an old sci" 
dier, who was not displeased at seeing things 
tend once more towards a state of warfare, he 
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had got with him four stout fallows in the Knight 
of the Feak^s livery, well armed with swords and 
carabines, buiF-coats, and pistols at their girdles. 

^< I will see,^' said Major Bridgenorth, <^ tf 
any of these men be so desperate as to stop me, 
a free-born Englishman, and a magistrate, in the 
discharge of my duty.^* 

So saying, he advanced upon Whitaker and 
his armed assistants, with hb hand on the hilt of 
his sword. 

<^ Do not be so desperate, Master Bridgenorth,^ 
exclaimed Lady Peveril ; and added, in the same 
moment, <' Lay hold upon, and disarm- him; 
Whitaker ; but do him no injury.^ 

Her commands were obeyed. Bridgenorth, 
though a man of moral resolution, was not one of 
those who undertake to cope in person with odds 
of a description so formidable. He half drew his 
sword, and offered such show of resistance atf 
made it necessary to secure him by actual force ; 
but then yielded up his- weapon, and declared^' 
that, submitting to force which one man was utt- 
able to resist, he made those who commanded, 
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aAd who. employed it, mponnble for assailing his 
Uberfy without a I^pd warrant. 

*' tfeytet mind a warrant fisr a pioch. Master 
Bridgenorth,^ sud old Wbitaker ; *< sure enough 
-yow hare often acted ujxm a worse jourself; M j 
ledy^s word is as good a warrant, sure, as Old 
NoIPs commission ; and you bare, thai many a 
day, Master Brtd^nordi, and kid me in the 
'»locJ3 fdr drinking the King^s heakk. Master 
Bridgenorth, and never cared a farthing about 
die laws of Ei^Utnd.^ 

' *< Hold your sancy tongue, Whitaka*,** said 
the Lady Peveril ; ^ and do you. Master Bridge* 
north, not take it to heart tbat you are detained 
prisoner for a few hem's, until the Countesa ot 
Derby .can bare nothing to.fisar from your pur«. 
sbit^ I oould easily send an escort with her that 
might bid a defiance io any force you oould nua* 
ter ; but I wish, Heaven. Imdws, to bury die re- 
memhrance of old civil diasenriona, not to awaken 
WW. Once more, will you think better on it-*^ 
assuoie your sword agam^ and forget whom you 
have now seen at Martindale Castle ?^ 

•* Never," said Bridgenorth. " The crime of 
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this cruel wotnftn will be the last ot hunfaa m- 
juries which I can forget. The last thought of 
earthly kind which will leave me, will be the de« 
^re that justice shall be done oil her.^ 

** If such be your sentiments,'' said Irady Pe- 
■Teril, ** though they are more allied to revetigfe 
than to justice, I must provide for my frii»iid\( 
safety, by putting restraint on your person. In 
this room you will be supplied with every neces- 
sary of life, and every convenience ; and a mes- 
sage shall relieve your domestics of the anxiety 
which your absence from the Hall is not unlikely 
io occasion. When a few hours, at most two 
days, are over, t will myself relieve you from con- 
finement, and demand your pardon for now acting 
'as your obstinatcy compels me to do." 

The Major made no answer, excepting that he 
^was in her hands, and must submit to her plea- 

r • r 

•sure ; and then turned sullenly to the window, as 
4f <)esirous to be rid of their presence. 
- The Countess and the Lady Peveril left the 
apartment arm in arm ; and the lady issued forth 
her directions to Whitaker concerning the mode 
in which shewas desirous that Bridgenorth should 
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be guarded and treated during his temporary 
confinement ; at the some time explaimng to him, 
that the safety of the Countess of Derby required 
that he should be closely watched. 

In all proposals for the {urisoner^s security, such 
as the regular relief of guards, and the Uke, Whit- 
aker joyfully acquiesced, and undertook, body 
for body, that he should be detained in captivity 
for the necessary period* But the old steward was 
not half so dodle when it came to be considered 
how the captive^s bedding and table dK>uld be 
supplied ; and he thought Lady Peveril display- 
ed a Tery undue degree of attention to her pri- 
soner'^s comfort& ^^ I warrant,^ he said, *^ that 
the cuckoldy Roundhead ate enough of our fat 
beef yesterday to serve him for a month ; and a 
little fasting will do hb health good. Marry, for 
drink, be shall have plenty of cold water to cool 
his hot liver, which I will be bound is still hiss- 
ing with the strong liquors of yesta*day. And 
as for bedding, there are the fine dry boards— 
more wholesome than the wet straw I lay upcm 
when I was in the stocks, I trow.'' 

" Whiteker,'' said the lady, peremptorily, " I 
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desire you to provide Master BridgenortVs bed«^ 
ding and food in the waj^I have already signified 
to you ; and to behave yourself towards him in 
all civility.'* 

Lack-a-day ! yes, my lady,^ said Whitaker ; 

you shall have all your directions punctually 
obeyed ; but as an old servant, I cannot but 
speak my mind.'' 

The ladies retired after this conference with 
the steward in the anti-chamber, and were soon 
seated in another apartment, which was peculiar- '< 
ly dedicated to the use of the mistress of the 
mansion-— having on the one side, access to the 
family bed-room ; and on the other, to the still- 
room which communicated with the garden. 
There was also a small door which, ascending a 
few steps, led to that balcony, already mention- 
ed, that overhung the kitchen ; and the same 
passage, by a separate door, admitted to the prin- 
cipal gallery in the chapel ; so that the spiritua) 
and tempcnral ^airs of the Castle were placed 
almost at once within reach of the same regula- 
ting aud directing eye. 

In the tapestried room, from which issued 
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these vanotts saUy-pcurta, the Countess and Lady 
Peveril were speedily seated; and the fonner, 
smiling upon the latter, said, as she took her 
hand, ^^ Two things have happened to-day which 
might have surprised me, if any thing ought to 
surprise me in such times ;<*^ the first is, thiat yon* - 
der round-headed fellow should have dared to 
use such insolence in the house of Peveril of the 
Peak. If your husband is yet the same honest 
and downright cavalier whom I once knew, and 
had chanced to be at home» he would have thrown 
the knave out of window. But what I won* 
der at still more^ Margaret, is your generalship. 
I hardly thought you had courage sufficient to 
have taken such decided measures,, after keeping 
on terms with the man so long. When be spoke 
of justices and warrants, you looked so over-* 
awed that I thought I felt the clutch of the pa* 
rish-beadles on my shoulder, to drag me to pri-^ 
spn aa a vagrant.'" 

" We owe Master Bridgenorthsome deference, 
my dearest lady,^ answered the Lady Peveril ; 
<' he has served us often, and kindly, in these 
late times ; but neither he, nor any one else, shall 
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msult the Countess of Derby in the bpiise of 
Margaret Stenley." 

' ^ Thou an beeome a perfect herdme, Marga* 
tety^ replied the Counteaa. 

*^ Two siqiesy and alarms, innunieniblei'' said 
Lady Pevml, ^^ may have taught me presence 
of mind. My courage is^ I beEeve, as slender as 
ever.'' 

^ Presence of mind is oourage^^answ^ed dii^ 
Countess. ^^ Real Talour consists not in bcuig 
insensible to dangler, but in b^g prompt to oon^ 
front and disarm it ;-*and we may hare present 
occa^n for all that we possess,^' she added, ivitb 
some sl^ht emotion, ^^ for I hear the trampling 
of horses^ steps on the pavement of the court^ 

In one moment, the boy Julian, breathless with 
joy, came flying into the room, to say that papa 
was returned, with Lamington and Sam Brewer; 
and. that he was to ride Black Hastings to the 
stable. In the second,, the tramp of the honest 
Knighf s heavy jack-boots was heard, as, in his 
haste to see his lady, he ascended the staircase by 
two steps at a time. He burM into the room ; his 
manly countenance and disordered dress shewing 
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marks that he had been riding fast ; and without 
looking to any one else^ caught his good lady in 
his armsy and kissed her a dozen of dmes. — 
Blushingy and with sonte difficulty. Lady Peve« 
lil extricated herself from Sir Greoflrey^s arms ; 
and in a voice of bashful and gentle rebuke, bid 
him, for shame, observe who was in the room. 

'< One,^ said the Countess, advandng to him, 
^< who is .right glad to see that Sir Geoffrey Pe« 
▼ml, though turned courtier and favourite, still 
values the treasure which she had some share in 
bestowing upon hkn. You cannot have forgot 
the raising of the leaguer of Latham^House.^ 

^* The noble Countess of Deroy P said Sir 
Geoffrey, doffing his plumed hat with an air oi 
deep deference, and kissing with much reverence 
the hand which she hdd out to him; ^ I am as 
glad to see your ladyship in my poor house, as I 
would be to hear that they had found a vein of 
lead in the Brown Tor. I rode hard, in hope to 
be your escort through the county. I feared 
you might have fallen into bad hands, hearing 
there was a knave sent out with a warrant from 
the Council.'* 

3 
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'^ When heard you so ? and from whom ?^ 

'^ It was from Cholmondlejrof Vale-Royal,^ said 
Sir Geoffrey ; '^ be is down to make provioon for 
your saf#y through Cheshire ; and I promised 
to bring you there m safety. Prince Rupert^ Or- 
monde and other frieiids, do not doubt the matter 
will be driven to a fine ; but they say the Chancel- 
Ipr, and Harry Bennet, and some others of the 
over-sea councillors, are furious at what they call 
a breach of the Kbg^s proclamation. Hang them, 
say 1 1-— They left us to bear all the beating ; and 
now they are incensed that we should wish to 
clear scores with those who rede us like night- 
mares r 

*^ What did they talk of for my chastisement ?^ 
said the Countess. 

" I wot not,^ said Sir Geoffrey ; " some friends, 
as I said, from our kind Cheshire and others, tried 
to bring it to a fine ; but the others spoke of no- 
thing but the Tower, and a long imprisonment"" 

^^ I have suffered imprisonment long enough 
for King CharWs sake,"" smd the Countess; 
*^ and have no mind to undergo it at his hand. 
Besides, if I am removed from the personal su- 
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perintendance of my son^s dnminionB m Man,' I 
know not. what new usurpation may be atlernj^ 
ed tbere« I must be obliged to }nou« cousin, to 
contrive that I may get in security to Vale Royal, 
and from tbence I know I shall be guarded safe^ 
ly to liverpool.'* 

• ** You may rely on my guidance and protec- 
tion, noble lady,^ answered her host, ^^ though 
ybtt had dome here at mida^ht, and with the' 
rogue^s head in your apron, Uke Judith in the 
Holy Apocrypha, whidi I joy to hear once more 
read in cHurches.** 

" Do the gentry resort much t<> the court ?^ 
said the lady. 

' *^ Ay, madam/*^ replied Sir GeoffVey ; " arid 
according to our saying, when -miners do begin 
to bore in these parts, itis^r the Grace ofGod^ 
and what ihey there mayJindP 

" Meet the old Cavaliers with much counte- 
naiice,^ continued the Countess. 

" Faith, mradam, to speak truth,'* replied the 
Knight, " the King hath so gra<nous a manner, 
that it makes every man^s hopes blossom, though 
we have seai but few that have ripened into 
fruit.'^ 
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** You have not, jourself, my ooasniy^ answer* 
ed the Countess, '^ had room to complain of ioi- 
gratitude, I trust ? Few have kas deserved it at 
the King's hand.^ 

Sir GeoJBTrey was unwilling, like most prudent 
persons, to own the existence of expectations 
which had proved fallacious, yet had too little 
art in his character to conceal his disappointment 
entirely. " Who ? I, madam ?" be said ; " Alas 1 
what should a poor country knight expect from 
the King, besides the pleasure of seeing him in 
Whitehall once more^ and enjojring his own 
again ? And his Majesty was very gracious when 
I was presented, and spoke to me of Worcester, 
and of my horse. Black Hastings— -he had forgot 
his name though-^faitb, and mine too, I believe, 
had not Prince Rupert whispered him. And I 
saw some old friends, such as his Grace of Or- 
mond, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Philip 
Muagrave, and so forth ; and had a }6&j rouse 
or two, to the tune of old times.^ 

^< I should have thought so many wounds re- 
ceived— -so many dmgers risked— 4uch consider- 
able losses<-»merited something more than a few 
smooth words,^ said the Countess. 
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^ Nay, my lady, there were other friends of 
mine who had the same thought,^ answered 
FeveriL ** Some were of opinion that the loss 
of so many acres of fair land was worth some 
reward of honour at least ; and there were, who 
thought my descent from William the Conquer- 
or— craymg your ladyship^s pardon for boast- 
ing it in your presence— would not have be- 
come a higher rank or tide worse than the pedi- 
gree of some who have been promoted. But 
what said the witty Duke of Buckingham, for- 
sooth ? (whose grandsire was a Lestershire Knight 
^—rather poorer, and scarce so well-bom as my- 
self)— Why, he said, that if all of my degree who 
deserved well o£ the Ejng in the late times were 
to be made peers, the House of Lords must meet 
upon Salisbury Plain !^. 

** And that bad jest passed for a good argu- 
ment ?^ said the Countess ; ^< and well it might, 
when good arguments pass for bad jests. — ^But 
here comes one I must be acquainted with.^ 

This was little Julian, who now re-entered 
the hall, leading his little sister, as if he had 
brought her to bear witness to the boastful tale 
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which he told hia father, of his having manfully 
ridden Black Hastings to the stable-yard, alone 
in the saddle; and that Saunders, though he 
walked by the horse^^s head, did not once put hia 
hand upon the rein, and Brewer, though he stood 
beside him, scarce held him by the shoulder. The 
father kissed the boy heartily ; and the Countess, 
calling him to her so soon as Sir Geoffrey had 
set him down, kissed his forehead also, and then 
surveyed all his features with a keen and pen&* 
trating eye. 

" He is a true Peveril,"' said she, " mixed as 
he should be with some touch of the Stanley. 
Cousin, you must grant me my boon, and when 
I am safely established, and have my present 
affair arranged, you must let me have this little 
Julian of your^s some time hence, to be nur- 
tured in my house, held as my page, and the 
play-fellow of the little Derby. — ^I trust in Hea* 
ven, they will be such friends as their fathers 
have been, and may God send them more fortii* 
nate times L**^ 

'^ Marry, and I thank you for the proposal 
with all my heart, madam,*" said the Knight. 
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** TWe aoreiso many noble bouses decayed, and 
M> maoy more in which the exercise and diaci* 
pliDO for the traiDiDg of noble yoiuhs is ^ven up 
and neglected, that I have often feared I must 
hafve kept Gil to be young master at home ; and I 
have had too little nurture myself to teach him 
much, and so he should have been a mere hunt^ 
ing hawking knight of Derbyshire. But in your 
ladyship^s household, and with the noble young 
Earl, he will have all, and more than all, the 
education which I could desire.^ 
' ^ There shall be no distinction betwixt them, 
cousin,^ said the Countess; *^ Margaret Stanley^s 
son shall be as much the object of care to me as 
my own, since you are kindly -disposed to intrust 
him to my charge. — ^You look pale, Margaret,'* 
she continued, ^^ and the tear stands in your 
eye ? Do not be. so foolish, my love-r-what I ask 
H better than you can desire for your boy ; f<^ 
the house of my father, the Duke de la Tre- 
mouille, was the most famous school of chivalry 
in France ; nor have I degenerated from him, or 
Mifferdd any relaxatioii in that noble discipline 
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wtiich trained jcutig gentfemen to do honour to 
their race. You can promise your Julian no 
-such advantages if you tnun him up a mere 
* lioBie4)rdd youth,^ 

' *^ I acknowledge the importance of the favour, 
madam,^ smd Lady. Peveril, ^^ and must ac- 
quiesce in what your ladyship honours us hy 
proposing, and Sir Geofirqy approves of; but 

•Julian is an only child, and '^ 

*^ An ohiy sbn,'*^ said the Countess, 5^ but 
-miirely not an only child. You pay too high de- 
tference to our masters, the male sex, if you al- 
-low Julian to engross all your affection, and 
4spare none for this ()eautiful girl.''^ 
> So saying, she set down Julian, and, taking 
Aliee Bridgenortli oh her lap, began to caress 
4ier ; and there was, notwidistanding her ni98cu- 
iltne character, something so sweet in the tone of 
'bev voice and in .the cast of her features, that the 
*«hild immedi€U;ely smiled, and replied to hor 
marks of fondness. This mistake embarrassed 
Lady-Peverii exceedingly. Knowing the bhint 
impetuosily of her husband^s character, his de- 
votion to the memory of the deceased Earl of 



144 PEVSBIL OF THE PRAY. 

Derby, and his correspondent veneration for his 
uridoW) she was alarmed for the consequences of 
his hearing the conduct of Bridgenorth that 
morning, and was particularly desirous that he 
should not learn it save from herself in private, 
and after due preparation. But the Countesses 
error led to a more precipitate disclosure. 

*^ That pretty girl, madam,^ answered Sir 
Geo£Prey, " is none of ours — I wish she were. 
She belongs to a neighbour hard by-— a good 
man, and, to say truth, a good ndghbour— 
though he was carried off from his alliance in 
the late times by a damned Presbyterian scoun- 
drel, who calls himself a parson, and whom I 
hope to fetch down from his perch presently, with 
a wanion to him ! He has been cock of the roost 
long enough — Th»e are rods in pickle to switch 
the Geneva cloak with, I can tell the sour-faced 
rogues that much. But this child is the daugh- 
ter of Bridgenorth— neighbour Bridgenorth, of 
Moultrassie-Hall.^ 

" Bridgenorth'?** said the Countess; " I 
thought I had known all the honourable.names 
in Derbyshire—I remember nothing of Bridge* 
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north. — ^But stay-^was there not a sequestratfur 
and committee-man of that name ? Sure, it can^ 
not be he,'' 

. Feveril took some shame to himself as he r6^ 
plied, ^^ It is the very man whom your lady* 
ship means, and you may* conceive the reluc* 
tance with which I submitted to receive giood 
^ces from one of his kidney ; but had J not 
done so, I should have scarce known how to find 
a roof to cover Dame Margaret'^s head.^ 

The Countess, as he spdse, raised the child 
gently from her lap, and placed it upon the car- 
pet, though little ABce shewed a disinclination 
to the change of place, which the Lady of Derby 
and Man would certainly have indulged in a 
child €£ patrician descant and loyal parentage. 

'^ I blame you not,^ she said; << no one 
knows what temptatibn will bring us down to. 
Yet I did think Peveril ot the Peak would have 
resided in its dieepest cavern, sooner than owe^ 
«n obligation to a regicide.^ 

'^ Nay, madam,^ answered the Knight, << my 
< neighbour is bad enough, but not so bad as you 

VOL. I. K 
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would make him ; he is but a Presbyterian— that 
I must confess — but not an Independent^ 

*^ A variety of the same monster,"*^ said the 
Countess, ^^ who hallooed while the others hunU 
ed, and bound the victim whom the Independ- 
ents massacred. Betwixt such sects I prefi^r the 
Independents. They are at least bold, bare- 
faced, merciless villains, have more of the tiger in 
them, and less of the crocodile. I have no doubt 
it was that worthy gentleman who took it upon 
him this mornin g * " 

She stopped short, for she saw Lady Peveril 
Was vexed and embarrassed* 

** I am^^ she said, *^ the most luckless of be- 
ings. I have said something, I know not what, 
to distress you, Margaret— Mystery is a bad 
thing, and betwixt lis there should be none.'" 

** There is none, madam,^ said Lady Peveril,. 
something impatiently ; *^ I waited but an op- 
portunity to tell my husband what had happen- 
ed. — Sir Geoffrey, Masi^ Bridgenorth was un- 
fortunately here when thfe Lady Derby and I 
met ; and he thought it part of his duty to 
speak of- 
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<< To speak of what P"" said the Kmgbt, bend, 
ing his brows. *^ You were ever something too 
Saad, dame, of gpving. way to the usurpation of 
such people.^ 

*^ I only mean,^ said Lady Peyeril, << that as 
the persoDH^he to whom Lady Derby^s story re- 
lated, was the brother of his late lady, he threaU 
ened— but I cannot think that he was serious,^ 

<< Threaten ?— threaten the Lady of Derby 
and Man in my house !-^he widow of my friend 
~*>the noUe Charlotte of Latham-House !•— by 
Heaven I the prick-eared slave shall answ«* it 
How cosnes it that my knaves thiew him not out 
of the window ?^ 

*^ Alas 1 Sir Geoffrey, you forget how much 
we owe him,^ said the Lady. 

<< Owe him T said the Knight, still more in* 
dignant ; for in his nngleness of apprehension he 
conceived that his wife alluded to pecuniary ob- 
ligations,—^^^ if I do owe him some money^ hath 
he not security for it ? and must he have the 
right, over and above, to domineer and play the 
magistrate in Martindale Castle ?— Where is he ? 

IS 
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»^what have you made of bim ? I wiU«i»iI must 
speak with him.^ 

^ Be patiMit, Sir Geirf&ey,^ said the Countess, 
irho now discerned the cause of her kinswoman^s 
dfjpprAenaon ; ^ and be assured I did not need 
your chiyaby to defend me against this cbtcour- 
teous faitour, as M<»te d^Arthur would have 
called him. I promise you my kinswoman bath 
fully righted my wrong ; and I am so pleased to 
owe my defivefance entirdy to ber gaUaatry, that 
I duirgig and command you, as a true knight, not 
to mingle in the adventure of another.^ 

Lady Pevenl, who knew ber busbend^s Uunt 

and impatient temper, and perceived that be was 

'becoming aDgpjy now took up the story, and 

plainly and umply pointed out the cause of Mas- 

tmr Bridgenorth^s interCerence. 

*< I am sorry fcnr it,** said the Knight; ^^ I 
thought he bad moi« sense ; and tbiU this happy 
change might have done eome ^cxid-upon him. 
But you should have told me this instantly— *It 
consists not with my lumour that he should he 
kept prisoner in this house, as if I feaied any 
thing he could do to annoy the noble Countess, 
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wkUe she is under my roof, or mthin twenty 
miks of tbift Castlek^ 

So saying, and bowing to the Countess, he 
went straight to the gilded chamber, leavingLady 
Peveril in great anxiety for the event of an an- 
gry meeting between a temper hai^y as that <^ 
her husband, and stubbcHii like that of Bridge- 
north. Her apprehensions were, however, un-; 
necessary ; for the meetii^ was not fated to take 
place. 

^ When Sir (reoffrey Peveril, baying dismissed 
Whitaker and his oentineki, entered the gilded 
chamber, in which he e:^pected io find his captive, 
the prisGoer had escAped^ and it leas easy to see 
in what manner. The sliding pannel bad, in die 
hurry of ihe moment, escaped the membiy of 
liddy Peveril, and of Whitaker, the only persons 
who knew any thing of it* It was probable that 
a chink had remaointd open^ sufScient to in£cate 
its existence to Bridg^north ; who, withdi'awing 
iMtogether^ bad found Ma wi^inta die secret 
apaTtmeift witb wbicbit cofnmunicated, and £pomf 
thence to the poMcm of* thci Castle by another 
seoret passage, whidi had heetk contrived in the 
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ibickness of the wall, 99 is not iHRMSDmuioii in an- 
cient mansions; the lords of irbidl were fiable tor 
so many mutations d fortune, that tbej usfaUj 
contrived to secure some lurking place and se* 
cret mode of retreat from their fortresses. Thai 
Bridgenorth had discovered and availed hipiaelf 
of this secret mode of retreat was evident ; be- 
cause thet private doors communicating witl^ the 
postern and the sliding pannel in the gilded cham- 
ber^ were both left open. 

Sir Geoffrey returned to the ladies with looks 
of poplexity. While he deemed Bridgenortb 
within his reach, he was apprdiensive of nothiog 
he could do ; for be felt himself his supericnr ia 
personal strength, and in that spedes of courage 
which induces a man to rush, without hesitatioB, 
upcm personal danger. But when at a distance, 
he had been for many years accustomed to cono- 
der Bridgenorth^s power and influence as some- 
thing formidable ; and notwithstanding the late 
change of affairs, his ideas so naturally revertA 
to his ndghbour as a powerful friend oar danger- 
ous enemy, that he felt more apprehension on the 
Countesses score, than he was willing to aeknaic<? 
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ledge even to biiuself. The Oountess observed 
bis dowticast and anxious broW, and roquested to 
know if her stay there was likely to inviolve him 
ilk any tssouble, or in any danger. 

<* The trouUe should be welcome^^ said Sic 
Geoffrey, '* and more welcome jthe danger which 
should eome on such an aeicx>un!t. My plan was, 
that your ladyship should have honoured Mar-^ 
tindale with a few days^ residence, which might 
have been kept private until the search after you 
was .ended* Had I seen this fellow Bridgenorlh, 
I have fio doubt I could have.compdlled him to 
act discreetly ; but be is now at hberty^ and will 
keep out of my reach ; and, what is worse, he has 
the secret of the priest^s chamber^^ 

Here the Knight paused, and seemed much 
embarrassed, 

*^' You pan, then, ndther conceal nor protect 
me ?^ said the Countess. 

<< Pardon, my honour^ Iddy,^ answered the 
Knight, '** and let me say out my say. The plain 
truth is, that this man hath many friends among 
the Presbyterians here, who are more numerous 
than I virould wish them; and if he falls in with the 
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piursttiYant feOow who carries the warrant of the 
Privy Coundl^ it is likely he wiU haA him with 
force sufBeient to try to eocecute it And I doubt 
whether any of our own friends ean be summoiii* 
ed together in haste, snffident to reast such a 
power as they are like to bring together.** 

<< Nor would I wish any friends to take aims, 
in my name, against the fiJng*s warrant, &af 
GeoflQrey,** said the Countess. 

Nay, for that matter,** replied the Knight, 

an his Majesty will grant warrants against his 
b^st friends, he must look to have them resisted. 
But the best I can tfiink of in this anergenee is 
^*-4hongh the proposal be something inhospitable 
i— that your ladyship should take presently to 
horse, if your fatigue will permit I will moant 
also, with some brisk fellows, who will lodge you 
liafe at Vale Royal, though the Sheriff stopped 
the way with a ^hole po»se oomiiaiiss.'^ 

The Countess <^ Derby willingly ae(]uie8ced in 
this proposal, She had. enjoyed a night*B sound 
liepose in the private chamber, to which EUesmete 
had guided her o» the preceding evening, and 
was quite ready to resume her route, or flight--^ 
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f < she flcaice kiiew,^ she said, *^ which of the two 
to teqn it^ 

Lad J Pevenl w^ at the necessity which seem, 
cd to huiTj her' earliest friend and protectress 
from under her roof, at the instant when th^ 
douds of adrersitj were gathering around her ; 
but she saw no alternative equally safe. Nay, 
howerer strong her attachment to Lady Derby, 
she couldnot but be more readily reconciled to her 
hasty departure, when she considered the inoon- 
¥caiiehce, and even danger, in which her presence, 
at.sud^ a time^ and in such circumstances, was 
like to invdive a num so bold and hot-tempered 
a& her husban4 Sir Geoffrey. . 
'. While Lady Peveril, therefore, made every 
arrangonent which time permitted aqd circun>- 
stances required, for the Countess prosecuting her 
journey, her husband, whose spirits always rose 
with the prospect of action, issued his orders to 
Whitaker to get together a few stout fellows, with 
back and breast-pieces, and steel-caps. '^ There 
are the two lackies, and Outram and Saunders, 
besides the other groom fellow, and Roger Raine, 
and his son; but bid Roger not come drunk 
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«gtt]i ; — thjmlf^ young Kck of the Dale and his 
servant, and a file or two of the tenants,— *we 
shall he enough for any force they can make* All 
these are fellows that will strike bard, and ask no 
question why-^their hands ace ever readier than 
thar tongues, and thmr mouths are mone made 
for drinking than speaking.'^ 

Whitaker, apprized of the necessity of the 
case, asked if he should not warn Sir Jasper 
Cnmboume. 

<^ Not a word to him, if yo^ Uve,^ said die 
Knight ; << this niay be ah outlawry, as they call 
it, for what I know ; and therefiore I will bring 
no lands or tenements into peril, saving mine 
own. Sir Jayer halfa hadra tiwuhlffisome time ai 
it for many a year. By my will, he shall sit quiet 
for the rest oPs days.^ 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

Pang* A rescue ! a rescae 

Mrs UifU^y, Good people, bring a rescue oriwo, 

Henry IV, Part /. 

The followers of Pereril wa*e so well accus- 
toioiecl to the soynd of ^^ Boot and^Saddh^^ Umt 
ihey wer^ soon mounted and in order ; and in all 
the form, and with sotne of the dignity of dan- 
ger, proceeded to escort the Counters of Derby 
through the hilly and desert track 43/I country 
which connects the frontier of the. shire with the 
neighbouring county of Cheshire. The caval- 
cade moved with considerable precaution, which 
they had been taught by ther discipline of the 
Civil Wars. One waiqr and well-mounted trooper 
rode iibout two hundred yards in advance ; follow- 
ed, at about half that distance, by two more, with 
their carabines advanced, as if ready for action. 
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About one hundred yards behind the advance, 
came the niain*bodj; where the Countess of 
Derby, mounted on Lady Peverirs ambUng pal- 
frey, (for her own had been exhausted by the 
journey from London to Martindale Castle,) ac- 
companied by one groom, of approved fidelity, 
and one waiting-maid, was attended and guard- 
ed by the Knight of the Peak and three files of 
good and practised horsemen. In the rear came 
Whitaker, with Lance Outram, as men of espe- 
ml tffust, to whom the covering. the retreat was 
confided. They rode, as the Spanish proverb 
expresses it, <' with the bea;rd on the shoulder,^ 
looking around, that is, from time to time,- and 
unng every precaution to have the speediest 
knowledge of any pursuit wbiob might take 
place. 

But however wise in^di^ipliiie, Peveril and bis 
followers wei:e somewhat remiss in eml policy. 
The Knight had communicated to Whitaker, 
though without any appar^t necessity,- the pre- 
cise nature of their present expedition ; and 
Whitaker was equally communicative to his com- 
rade Lance, the keeper. << It is strange enough. 
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Master Whitaker,^ said tbe latter, when he had 
heard the case, " and I wish you, being a wise 
man, would expound it;— why, when we hare 
been wishing for the King— and prajring for the 
King — and fighting for the King — and dying for 
the King, for these twenty years, the first thing 
we find to do on hisTeturn, is to get into harness 
to resist his wafrrant f^ 

** Pooh ! you silly fellow,^ said Whitaker, 
^* that is all you know of the true bottom of our 
quarrel! Why, man, wefbught for the King^s 
person against his warrant, all along from the 
Very beginning ; for I remember the rogue^s pro- 
clamations, and so fbrth^ always ran in the name 
of the King and Parliament^ 

" Ay i was it even so ?* replied Lanoe. '^ Nay, 
then, if they be^o tbe old game so soon again, 
and send cmt warranto in the Kings's name against 
his l$iyal subjects, well fare our stout Knight, 
say I, who is ready to take them down in their 
stocking-soles. And if Bridgsenoith takes thediase 
after us, I shall not be sorry to havfe a knock at 
him fcMT one.^ 

^< Why, the man, bating he is a pestilent 
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Roundhead and Puntait,^ said Whitaker, ^ b 
no bad neighbour. What has he done to thee» 
mau?"^ 

" He has poached on the masior,^ answered 
the keeper. 

<< The devH he has!^ repMed Whitaker. 
<< Thou must be jesting. Lance. Bridgenortk 
is neither hunter nor hawker;^ ke hath not so 
much of koiiesty in himV'^ 

<> Ay, but he runs after game you fittle think 
of, with his sour, melanchcdy face, that would 
scare biibes and curAe milk,^ answered Lanee» 

*< Thou canst not mean the wenches ?^ said 
Whitaker ; <^ why he hath been mehmcholy mad 
with moping for the death of his wife. Thou 
knowest our lady took the child, for fear he 
shouU strangle it for putdng him in mind of its 
mother, in some of his tantrums. Under her fa- 
vour, and among friends, there are many poor 
Cavaliers^ children, that care would be better be- 
stowed upon — ^But to thy tale.^ 

*< Why, thus it runs,^ said Lance. '^ I think 
you may have noticed. Master Whitaker, that a 
certain Mistress Deborah hath manifested a cer- 
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tain favour for a certain person in a certain 
household.'" 

" For thyself, to wit,** answered Whitaker ; 
*' Lance Outram, thou art the vainest cox- 



" Coxcomb ?*• said Lance ; ** why, 'twas but 
last night the whole family saw her, as one would 
say, fling herself at my head.^ 

** I would she had been a brick*bat then, to 
have broken it, for thy impertinence and con* 
ceit,^ said the steward. 

** Well, but do but hearken. The next momfc 
ing — ^that is this very blessed mornittg-— I thought 
of going to lodge a buck in the park, judging a 
bi^ of venison might be wanted in the larder, 
after yesterday^ wassail ; and, aa I passed under 
the nursery-window, I did but just look up to 
see what madam gbuvemante Was about ; and so 
I saw her, through the casement, whip on her 
hood and scarf as soon as she had a glimpse of 
me. Immediately after I saw the stilLroom door 
open, and made sure she was coming through 
the garden, and so over the breach and down 
to the park ; and so, thought I, * Aha, Mistress 
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Deb, if you are so veady to dance after my pipe 
and tabor, I will give you a couranto before you 
shall come up with me.* And so I Went down 
Ivy. tod Dingle, where die copse is tangled, and 
the ground swampy, and round by Haxley-bot. 
torn, thinking all the while she was following, 
and laughing in my sleeve at the round I was 
giving her.'' 

* " You* deserved to be ducked fiar it,** isaid 
Whitaker, << for a weather-headed puppy ; but 
what is all this Jack-a-lantern story to Bridge^ 
north?'* 

* ' << Why it was all along of he, man," oontiflQed 
Lance, ^* that is, of ^dgenortb, that she did 
not follow tte— 6ad,^ I first walked slow, aod 
then stc^yped, and then turned bade a fittlej and 
then began to ii^onder wbat she had made of 
herself, and to thiiJc I had borne myself 8onie>- 
thing like a jack-ass in the matt^.^ 

« That I deny," said Whitaker, " never jack- 
ass but would have borne him bette]^-4>ut go on." 
'^ Why, turning my face towards the Castle, I 
returned as if I had my nose bleeding, when just 
by the Copely thorn, which stands^ you know, a 

17 
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fligb4>^i9hiOt {torn ih^ posterci-g^te, 1 saw MiuHiiai 
Dd) in close eoTifer^nce with the enenoy.*" 
*f What e»i)&aiy ?^' said the stewanL 
" What eBBnafy ? why, who but Bri<igenoirth« 
They kept out of sight, and among the copse ; 
but, thoMght I, it i^^ hard if I cannot stal)i^ you, 
that have: ^talked so m^ny b^^s. If ao, 1 had 
better. ^ve my shafts to be pudding-piqcL So I 
ea«Q round the tiiipketi, to wiatch their waiter^ ; dnd^ 
nqaiy I never b^nd ei*Q$$rboir Bgm^ if I did iioli 
see htQ» giye hj^ g9ld> and aqu^^e h^ by tb^ 

handr 

<< And wa9 tliat. rU JjQU. ^w^ pm bpt¥ms& 
thevi ?"" 8aid ^ i^w#i^. 

^^ Faith, and it was enough to dismoVUifi mfe 
from my bobby,.-* md iiance. " Wbait P when I 
^u^ I bad the psp^tie^t girl i^ tb^ Castle 
dancing aftor my whittle,, to find thait sliier gave 
me the bag to hold, and' was smngglbg in a 
oocner with a rich old Puritan r 

^^ Ciiedit me. Lance, it Isjsot as thou thuikest^^> 
saidrWhitaker." " Bridgenorth cares not for these 
anuarooia toys, aiod thou thinkest of nodm^ v^e. 

VOL. I. L 
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But it is fitting our Knight should know that he 
has met with Debof ah in secret, and given her 
gold ; for never Puritan gave gtJd yet, but it 
Was earnest for some devil^s work done, or to be 
done.^ 

**.Nay, but,** s«dd Lance, " I would not be 
such 'a dog-bolt as to go and betray the girl to 
our master. She hath a right to follow her fancy, 
as the dame said who kissed her cow— only I do 
not much approve her chmoe, that is alL He 
cannot be six years ^ort of fifty ; and a verjuice 
countenance, under the pent-house of a slouched 
beaver, and bag of meagre dried bones, swaddled 
up in a black cloak, is no such temptation, me- 
thinks^'' 

^ I tell you 6nce more,^ said Whitaker, <^ you 
are mistaken ; and that there neither is, nor can 
be, any matter of love between them, but only 
some intrigue, concerning^ perhaps, this same no- 
ble Countess of Derby. I tell thee, it behoves . 
my master to know it, and I will presently tell it 
to him*** 

So saying, and in spite of all the remonstrances 
which Lance continued to make on behalf of 
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Mistress Deborah, the steward rode up to the 
Inatn body of their little party, and mentioned 
to the Knight and the Countess of Derby what 
he had just heard from the keeper, adding at the 
same time bis own suspicions, that Master Bridge- 
north of Moultrassie-Hall was desirous to keep 
Up some system of espial in the Castle of Mar«> 
tindale, either in order to seeure his menaoed 
vengeance on the Countess of Derby, as authoress 
of his brother-*in4aw*s death, or for some un* 
known, but probably sinister purpose. 

The Knight of the t^eak was filled tndi high 
resentment at Whitaker^s communication. Ac- 
cording to his prejudices, those of the opposite 
faction were supposed to make up by wit and in- 
trigue what they wanted in open force ; and he 
now hastily conceived that his neighbour, whose 
prudence he always respected, and sometimes 
even dreaided, was maintaining, for his private 
purposes, a clandestine correspondence with a 
member of his family. If this was for the be- 
trayal of his noble guest, it argued at once 
treachery and presumption ; or, viewing the 
whole as Lance had done, a criminal intrigue 
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with a womiiD sd near the persKto c^ Lady Pete- 
tHy was in itself, he deemed, a piece of aovferaga 
impertitieiice and dtrespect on the part of such a 
person as Bridgenoitb, against whom Sir' Geof. 
frey's axig&c was kindled aoeordii^ly* 

Whitaker had scarde regained his post in the 
rear, wfa^ he again qmtted it, and gallopped to 
Ae main body with mo^ speed than befbre, 
with the unpleasii^ tidUngs that they were pur* 
sued by half a score of horsemen, and better. 

^< Ride on briskly to Hartley-nidc,^ said the 
Knight, << and there, with God to help, we will 
bide the knaves.-~Countess of D^ by-— one woi4 
and a riiort one-^FareweQ 1— you must ride for- 
ward with Whitaker and another careful fellow, 
and let me alcme to dee that no one treads oo 
your skirts.^ 

<< I wiH ^Ude with you and stand diem,"^ siud 
the Countess ; '^ you know of old, I fear not to 
look on man's work.^ 

" You fhusi ride on, madam,^ said the K«Aght»^ 
<^ for the sake of the young Earl, and the rest of 
my noble friend's family. There is no macily 
work toward, which can be worth your lookiifg 
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upon ; it is but child^s play that theie fellows 
bring with them.^ 

As she yielded a reluctant consent to continue 
her flighty they reached the bottom of Hartley* 
nick, a pass very steep and craggy, and where 
the road, or rather path, which had hitherto pass- 
ed over more open ground, became pent up and 
confined, betwixt cppsewood on the one side, and 
on the other, the predpitous bank of a mountain- 
stream. 

The Countess of Derby, after an afieetionate 
adieu to Sir Geoffrey, and having requested him 
to convey b^ kind oommendatioqs to her little 
page-el^ aaid his mother, proceeded up the 
pass at a round pace, and, with her attendants 
and escort, was soon out of sight. Immediately 
after she had disappeared, the pursuers came up 
with Sir Gectfrey Peveril, who had divided and 
drawn up his party so as oomjdetely to occupy 
the road at tbre^ different points. 
^ The opposite party was led, as Sir Geoffrey 
had expected, by Major Bridgaiorth. At his 
side was a person in black, with a silver grey^ 
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hound on his mm ; and he wag followed by about 
eight or ten inhabitants of the yiUi^ ot Mar- 
tindale^Moultrasne, two or thi^ of whom were 
officers of the peace, and oth^v were personallj 
known to Sir Geoffrey aa favourers of the sub^ 
verted government. 

As the party rode briskly up, Sir Geoffrey call* 
ed to them to halt ; and as they continued advan- 
cing, he ordered his own people to present th«r 
pistols and carabines ; and after assuming that 
menadng attitude, he reported, with a voice of 
thunder, « Halt, <»r we fire T 

The other party halted accordingly, and Ma* 
jor Biidgenorth advanced, as if to parley. 

<< Why, how now, neighbour,^ said Sir Geof- 
frey, as if he had at that moment nsoognized him 
for the first time,*— << what makes you ride ao 
sharp this mdmingp Are you not afiraid to harm 
your horse, or spoil your spurs ?** 

<< Sir Geoffrey,^ said the Major, << I have no 
time for jesting— I am on the King^s affairs.^ 

*' Are you sure it is not upon Old Noll\ neigh- 
bour ? You use to hold his the better errand,^ 
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said the Knight, with a smile, which gave occa-> ^ 
sioD to a horse4augh among his followers. . 

<< Shew him your warrant,^' said Bridgenorth, 
to the. man id black formerly mentioned, who 

wa&a pursiUYant. Then taking the Warrant from, 

f " 

the <^cer, he gave it to Sir Geoffrey-^" To this 
at least you will pay regard,^ ^ * . 

^< The same regard whidi you would have, 
paid to it a month beck or so,^ said the Knight^ 
tearing the wartant to shreds.-^*^ Whata plague 
do you stare at ? Do you think you have a mono^ 
poly of rebellion, and that we have not a right 
.to shew a trick of disobedience in our turn ?^ 

" Make way, Sir Geoffrey Peveril,^ said 
Bridgeaorth, >' or you will coro])el me to do that 
I may be sorry for, I am in this matter the 
avefiger of the blood of one of the Lord'^s saints, 
and I will follow the chase while Heaven grants 
me an arm to make my way.^^ 

"You shall make no way here, but at your 
peril,^ said Sir Geoffrey ; '^ this is my ground — 
I have been harassed enough for these twenty 
years by saints, as you call yourselves. I tell 
you, master, you shall neither violate the secu- 
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rity of my home, nor pursue my-fnenik over the 
grounds, nor tamper, as you ba've doM, amongst 
my serviftnts wtch impunity. I l|tfte had you in 
respect for eerU&n kind doings, which I will tioc 
dtfaer tcyrget or deny, and you ^1 ind i| diffi* 
cult to make me draw a swoid or bond a pistol 
against you ; but offer any hostile moveoMiity 
or presume to advance a foot, and I will make 
sure of you presendy. And for diese rascals, 
wlio come hhfaer to annc^ a noble lady on my 
bounds, unless you draw iHem off, I will pre- 
sendy send some of them to thedevfl before tbeiv 
time.^ 

. ^' Make room at your proper peril,^ said Ma- 
jor !Bridgen<»iii ; and Jie put bis right htaiii on 
his hdster-j^istol. Sir Gkoffrey dosed with -him 
instantly, seseed him by the collar, and spdivwd 
Black Hastings, chedking him at die same dme, ao 
that the horse made a coutbette, and brought the 
full weight of his chest against the counter of the 
odrer. A ready soldier might, in Bridgenordi's 
situation, have rid himself of his adversary with 
k ballet. But BridgenortVs courage, notwith- 
standing his having served some, time with the 

20 
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Parliament array, was rather of « civil than a mi- 
litary character ; and he was inferior to his ad- 
versary not only in strength and horsemanship, 
but also and especially in thje daring and dedh 
sive resolution which made Sir Geoffrey thrust 
himself readily into. personal contest. While, 
therefore, they tugged ^nd grappled together 
upon terms which bore su^ little accordance 
with their long acquaintance and close neighs 
bourhood, it was no wonder that Bridgenorth 
should be unhorsed widi much yioleooe. While 
Sir Geoffrey ^ung from the saddle, the party 
of Bridgenorth advanced to rescue their leader, 
and that of the Knight to opposethem. Sworda 
were unsheathed, and pistds presented ; but Sir 
Geoffrey, with the vdioe of a herald, commanded 
both parties to stand back, and to keep the peace. 
The pursuivant took the hint, and easily found 
a reason for not prosecuting a dangerous duty. 
** The warrant,''' he siud, " was destroyed. They 
that did it must be answerable to the Council ; 
for his part, he could proceed no farther without 
his commission.^^ 
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<^ Well said, and Hke a peaceaUe feUow r said 
Six GeoSrej. — ^^ Whitaker^ let lum have refmb* 
ment at the Castle*— bis nag is sorely out of coo- 
Ation. — Come, neighbour Blidgenortliy get up, 
BBiaD*— I trust you have had no; hurt in this mad 
affray ? 1 was loth to lay h$md on you, man, till 
joa plucked out your petronel.^ 

As he spoke thus^ he fuded the Migor to rise. 
The pursuivant, meanwUle, drew adde; and 
with him the constable and head-borpugby who 
were not without some tacit suspdon, that thou j^ 
Peveril was intamipting the direct course of law 
in this matter, yet he was likely to have his of-^ 
fence conddered by favourable judges; and 
therefore it might be as much for their interest 
and safety to ^ve way as to oppose him. But 
the rest of the party, friends of Bridgenortb, and 
of his principles, kept their ground notwithstand- 
ing this defecti<»), and seemed, from thar looks, 
sternly determined to rule their conduct by that 
of their leader, whatever it might be. 

But it was evidmit that Bridgenorth did not 
intend to renew the struggle. He shook himself 
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ralber roughly free from the hands of Sir Geof- 
frey Peveril ; but it was not to draw bis sword. 
On the obntraryj he mounted his horse with a sul- 
len and dejected air ; and, making a sign to his 
followers, tum^ baick the same road which he 
had come. Sir Geoffrey looked after him for 
some minutes. '^ Now, there goies a man,"^ said 
fae,^^ who would have been a right honest fellow 
had he'not been a Presbyterian. But there is no 
heartiness about them— -they can never forgive a 
fair faU upcm tb^ sod — ^they bear malice, and that 
I hate as I do a black cloak, or a Geneva scull-cap, 
and a fMiir of long ears rudng on eadi »de onH, 
like two chimneys at the gable ends of a thatch- 
ed cottage. They are as sly as the devil to boot ; 
and therefore, Liuic6 Outram, take two with you, 
and keep aS/ex them, that they may not turn 
our fiank, and get bn the track of the Countess 
again after all.^ 

^* I had as soon they should course iny lady^s 
white tame doe,^ answered Lance, in the spirit of 
his calling. He proceeded to execute his mas- 
ter's orders by dogging Major Bridgenorth at a 
distance, and ; observing his course from such 
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heights as commanded the country. But it was 
soon evident that no manoeuFre was intended, 
and that die Major was taking the direct road 
homeward. When this was ascertained. Sir 
Geoffrey dismissed most of his followers ; and re- 
taining only his own domestics, rode hastily for- 
ward to overtake the Countess. 

It is only necessary to say farther, that he 
completed his purpose of escorting the Countess 
of Derby to Vale Boyid, without meedng any 
farther hindraace by the way. The lord of die 
mansion readSy undertook to conduct the hi{^ 
minded lady to Liverpod, an4 the task of seeing 
her safely embariced for her son's hereditary do- 
inmions, where there w*s bo doubt dT her remain- 
ing in personal safety until the accusation against 
her f<Mr breoeh of the Boyal Indemmty, by theex. 
eention of Chrisdan, could be brought to some 
compromise. 

' For gi leBgih of time this was no easy matter. 
Clarendon, then at the head of Charles's admi- 
nistration, oonridered her rash ^cUon, though dic- 
tate by motives which the human breast must, 
ill seme respects, sympathize with, as cakidaled 
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to shake the restored tranquillity of England, by 
exciting the doubts and jealousies of those who 
bad to apprehend the consequences of what is 
called, in our own time, a reaction. At the same 
time, the high services of this distinguished fa- 
mily — the merits of the Countess herself — the 
memory of her gallant husband — and the very 
peculiar circumstances of jurisdiction which took 
the case out of all common rules, pleaded strong- 
ly in her favour ; and the death of Christian was 
at length ooly punished by the impc^tion of a 
heavy fine^ aiBouiiiting> we bdievey U> ilmny thoii^ 
sand pduhds ; wh&eih wais levied, #itb great difll^ 
culty, dnt of the shatt^ed eitatea of the yom^ 
Earl of Derby. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



My natiye land, good night ! 

Brmoir. 



Ladt Pevbhil renuuned in no small anxiety 
for several hours after her hustuuid and the 
Countess had departed from Martindale Castle ; 
Toore espedally when she learned that Miyor 
Bridgenorth, concerning whose motions she made 
private inquiry, had taken horse with a party, 
and was gone to the westward in the same direc- 
tion with Bir Greoffirey . 

At length her immediate uneasiness in re- 
gard to the safety of her husband and the Count- 
ess was removed, by the arrival of Whitaker, with 
her husband^s commendations, and an account of 
the scuffle betwixt himself and Major Bridge- 
north. 

14 



PEVERIL OF THK PEAK. 175 

Lady PeTeril shuddered to see iiow nearly 
they had approached to renewal of the scenes of 
civil discord ; and while she was thankiiil to 
Heaven for her husband^s immediate pies^*- 
vation, she could not hdp both feeling regret 
and apprehension for the consequences of his 
quarrel with Major Bridgenorth^ Th^ had 
now lost an old friend^ who had shewed him- 
self such under those circumstances of adver- 
sity by which friendship is most severely tried ; 
and ^e could not disguise from herself^ that 
Bridgenorth) thus irritated, might be a trouble- 
some^ if not a dangerous enemy. His rights as a 
creditor, he had hitherto used with gcndeness ; 
and if he should employ rigour^ Lady Peveril, 
whose attention to domesdc economy had made 
her much better acquainted with her husband^s 
afiairs than he was himself, foresaw considerable 
inconvenience from the measiures which t)ie law 
put in his powier. She comforted herself with 
the recollection, howeverj that she had still a 
strong hold on Bridgenorth^ through his paternal 
affection*, and from the fixed opinion which he had 
hitherto manifested, that his daughter'^s health 
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oottU only iourish while utidcr her ebsrg^. But 
any expcctatioBS of feeonciliatioii wbiA L«df 
Peveril might piobaUy have fomided <» thia cif- 
cMMtanoe, werefruslrated by aw moidcntr wbidi 
took place ia the oefcirta ^f the next moTniiig/ 

The gommaiite, Mtstre88 Debort^r who bay 

|)ceii abeady mentkmed, wentfortb, as iiBUjd,wilh 

the childreiH to take their monuBg exewase in 

the Park, attended by Badbael, a girl who^ acted 

oeeaffioaally a» her aswtant in attciicfing upoa 

lh««i. But not as uaoal did ahe retnnn. Itwaa 

near tte hoar af breakfwt, lAcn Ellesmere, with 

an uaironted degaw ol primnewin her aaoutkand 

Humary caim to iKX[uaait her lady that MiBtieM 

JM^mh bad not drought fxoper to cortie back 

from Ae park, thoogh the haakfiiit h^ur ap. 

proadhed so aewr. 

« She will come, then, preseatly;*' siid Lady 

Pevent^ with imMfef^ce. 

Ell€$inere gave a sh<MPt and dowbtful coughj 
and then proceeded to say, that Badioet hid 
beett seirt home with littfe Master Jidian, and 
that Mistress Deborah had been pleaBe* to «ay» 
she wonW watk on with Miss BridgenorA as far 
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as Moultrasae Holt ; which was a point at which 
the property of the Major, as matters now ^tood, 
bounded that of Sir Geoffrey Peveril. 

^^ Is the wendi ttirned silly ,^ exclaimed the 
lady, something angrily^/^ that she does not obey 
my orders, add return at regular hours r^ 

^' She may be turmng silly ,^ said EUesmelre, 
mysteriously ; ** or she may be turning too sly ; 
and I think it were as well your ladyship looked 
to it** » 

<' Looked to what, Ellesmere ?^ said the lady, 
impatiently. ^* You are strangely oracular this 
morning. If you know any thing to the preju<- 
dice of this young woman, I pray you speak it 
out/* 

*^ I prejudice T said £llennere ; ^' I scorn to 
prejudice man, woman, or child, in the way of a 
fellow-servant ; only I wish your ladyship to look 
about you, and use your own eyes — ^that is alL^ 

'* You bid me use my own eyes, Ellesmere ; 
but I suspect,^ answered the lady, ^' you would 
be better pleased were I contented to see through 
your spectacles. I charge you— and you know 
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I will be obeyed— -I chaige you to tdl me 
you know at suqpect sbont this girl^ Deborah. 
DebbitGh."* 

^ I see through spectacles P exclaimed the 
indigiumt Abigml. ^ ^our ladyship wiH par** 
don me in that, for I never use than, ttnlessa 
pair that bel<»ged to my poor mother, that I put 
on when your ladydnp wants your pinnors carl« 
ottsly wrought* No womim aboie sixteen e?er 
did white-seam without bamades. And then as 
to saiBpectagv Isuqpeci notlung; for as your la- 
dyship hadi taken Mistresa Deborah Debbitdn 
firom tmder my hand, to be sure.it is netting 
bread nor butter of mine Only,^ (here she be^ 
gan to speak with her lips shut, so as scarce to 
permit a sound to escape^ and mincing her words 
as if she jnnched off the ends of them before she 
sufieved them to emape)^^* ooly^ madam, if 
Mistress Deborah goes so often of a morning to 
Moidtrasisne Holt, why, I should not be sur- 
prised if she should nev«r find the way back 
agttn.'* 

<< Once more, wh^t do you mean, EUesmere ? 
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You were wont to have some sense— -let me know 
dLslinctly what the matter ia.^ 

^* Only, madapmi^ puttoed the Abigail, *^ that, 
since BridgenortH cHune ba<ik from ChefttevfieM, 
and saw yon at the Castle Hall, Mistress Debo- 
rah has been pleas^ (o oury die children every 
morning to that place ; and it W bo- haf^iened 
that she has often met the Major, as they cadi 
lum, there In his walks; f<M*he can walk about 
now like other folks ; and I warrant ymi she hath 
not been the worse of the meeting — one way at^ 
least, for she hath bought a new hood might 
serve yours^, madam; but "whether she hath' 
had any thing in hand besides a piece of money, 
T&} doubt your ladyship is best judge.^ 

Lady Peveril, who readily adopted- the more 
good-natured construction ^ the gouvemante^i' 
motives, could not help laughing at the ideaol a: 
man of Bridgenoith^s precise appearance, stiict 
princi{des, and reserved halnts, being suspected of 
a design of gallantry ; and readily concluded, that 
Mistress Deborah had found her advantage in 
gratifying his parental affection by a frequent 
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sight of his daughter during the few days which 
iatervened betwixt his first seeing Kttle Alice at 
the Castle, and the events which had followed. 
But she was somewhat surpri^, when, an hour 
after the usual breakfast hoar, daring which nei- 
ther the child nor the keeper appeared, Major 
Bridg^iorth^s oody matt-servant arrived at die . 
Castle on horseback, di^essed as for a journey ; , 
and having deliver^ aletter addressed to herself^ 
and another to Mbtress fUesmere, rode awaj 
without waiting any ansiTer. 

There would have been nothing remarkable in 
this, had any other person been concerned ; but 
Major Bridgenorth was so very quiet and order- 
ly in all bis proceedings— so little liable to act 
hmlSlj ct by impulse, that the least appeanmce 
of bustle where he was concerned, exdted sur- 
prise and curiosity. 

Lady Peveril broke her letter hastily open, and 
foimd that it contained the foUowing lines :-— 
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^^ For ih^ Hands of the Honourable and Ho^ 
n&ured Lady Peveril^--''rhe8e : 



^^ Madam — Please it your Ladyship, 
'^'I write more to excuse myself to your lady- 
ship) than to accuse either you or others, in re- 
spect that I am sensible it becomes our frail na- 
ture better to fxmfess our own imperfections, than 
to complun of those of others. Neither do I 
mean to ispeak of past times, particultO'ly in re- 
spect of your worthy ladyship, being senable 
that if I have served you in t^at period when 
our Israd might be called triumphant, you have 
more than requited me, in giving to my arms a 
child, redeemed, a^ it were, £rom the vale of th^ 
shadow of death. And therefore, as I heartily 
forgive to your ladyship the unkind an4 vio- 
lent measure which you dealt to me at our last 
meeting, (seeing that the woman who was the 
cause of strife is accounted one of your kindred 
and people,) I do entreat you, in like manner, 
to pardon my enticing away from your service 
the young wopaan icailed Dehorah Debbitcfa, 
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whose nurture, instructed as she hath been under 
your ladysbip^s direction, is, it may be, indis- 
pensable, to. the iiealth of my dearest ehUd. I 
had purposed^ madam, with your gracious per- 
missioD^; that Alioe should have remained at 
. Sfar^dale Castle, und^ yoqr kind charge, un- 
.til she OHiId so. far discern betwixt good and 
. evil, that it should be matter of consdeoce to 
teach her the way in which she should go. For 
it. IB not unknown to your ladyship, and in no 
.way do I speak it lepioachfiiliy, but rather sor- 
•jDOwfuUy, that a peracm so escdlently gifted as 
ymirsdIU-I mean touching natural qualities— 
has not yet receiFed that true light, which is a 
lamp to the paths, but are oonlented to stumble 
in darkness, and among tfie graves of dead men. 
It has betn my prayer in the watches of the 
night,, that your ladyship should cease from the 
doctrine which causelh to err ; but I grieve to 
say, that our candlestidL being about to be re- 
moved, the land will most likely be involved in 
.deeper darkness than ever; and the return of 
: the King, to which I and many looked forward 
as a manifestation of divine favour, seems to 
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pc0re little else than a permitted triumph of the 
Prince of the Aur, who setteth about, to restore 
: bis Yanity-fair of bishops, deans, and such like, 
• extruding the peaceful mimslers of the word, 
whose laboucs have proved £ritbfiil to many hun- 
gry souls. So, hearing from a sure haiid, that 
ccminkiflsion has gone forth to restoce these dumb 
dogs, . the followers of Laud ;aiiid .of Williams, 
who vrore cast forth by the late Parliament, and 
that an Act of Conformity, or rather, of defor- 
xmty of wordbip, was to' be expected, it is my 
|>urpose to £y from the wrath to come, and to 
,8eek scHne corner, where I 'may dwell in peace, 
and enjoy liberty, of Jconsineno^. For #ho would 
abide, in tebe. sanctuaty, after the called work 
thereof is. broken down^and when it haih been 
:maKle a. place for owls, knd sajtycs df th^ wSider^ 
iwss ?-*«-And henein I blame mys^, madaln, that 
I .went in the singleness of my heart too readily 
into that carduring in the house of feasting, 
Xvherein.my Jove of union, and my desii^ to shew 
respect to your ladyship, were made a snare to 
me. But I truest it will be an atonement, that I 
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am now about to ahaeni myself from tbe jdaee of 
my birth, fupA the house of my fadiei:s, as well 
as from the place which holdeth the dust of those 
pledge^ of my affection. I have also to icmem- 
ber^ that in this land my hcmour^ (after the 
worldly estimation,) hath been abated, and my 
utility diGumscribed, by yo^r husband. Sir 
jBepffrey Peveril ; and that without any chance 
of my obtaifung reparation at his hand, wherdby 
I may say the hapd of a kinspnpn wafs lifted up 
against my credit and my life. These things are 
bitter to the taste of the old Adam; wherefore, 
fo preyent farther bickerings, and, it may be^ 
bloodshed, it b better that I leave this land for 
a tiipe. The affairs which remain to be settled 
b^we^ Sir Geoffiiey and mysdf, I shall place 
in the hand of the righteous Master Joachim 
Win-the-Fight, an attorney in Chests, who wiU 
arrange them with such attenticm to Sir Geof. 
^y^s convenience, as justice, and the due exer- 
qse of the law, will permit ; for, as I trust I 
shall have grace to resist the temptation to make 
the weapons of carnal warfare the instruments of 
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my rerenge, so I scorn to ^ecc it through the 
means of Mammon. Wishing^ madam, that the 
Lord may grant you every blescnng, and, in es- 
peoial, that i^hich is over all others, namely, the 
true knowledge of His way, 

*' I reimun, 
^ Your d^oted servant to command) 

Ralph B&idgeno&th* 

*f Written at MouUrasne^HaU, this tenth day 
of My, leCO.?* 

So soon as Lady Peveril had perused this long 
and singular homily, in which it seemed to her 
that her neighbour shewed more spirit of religi- 
ous fBmaticism than she could have supposed him 
{yKNsessed of, she looked up and beheld Elles- 
mere,-— with a countenance in which mortification, 
and ijin affected air of contempt, seemed to strug- 
gle together,— who, tired with watching the ex. 
pression of her mistresses oountaiance, applied 
tor confirmation of her suspidons in plain terms. 

V I suppose, madam,^ said the waiting wo- 
man, ^' the fanatic fool intends to marry the 
wench ? They say he goes to shift the country. 
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Truly ii*8' time, indeed ; for besides that the 
whole neighbourhood would kugfa him to aoofm, 
I should not b^ suifirised if Lanoe OuUram, the 
kteper, gave him a buck'^s head to bear ; for that 
is all in the way of his offic^.^ 

^* There is no great occasion for your spite at 
present, Eileemere,^ replied bier lady. ^My let- 
ter says nothing of marriage ; but it would ap- 
pear that Master Bridgenorth, being to leave this 
country, has engaged Deborah to take care of his 
child ; and I am sure I am heartily glad of it, 
for the'infant> sake."" • 

'< And I am glad of it for toy ^wn,'' said EU 
Jesmere ; *< Knd, indeed, for the sakk of the whdc 
house. — ^And yoiHr ladydiip thinks she is not 
like to be mbrried to hito ? Tit>tb I could ne- 
ver see how he should be «ieh an idbt; but 
perhaps she is going to do worse, for she speaks 
here of oomii^ tb high preferment, and that 
scarce comes by honest servitude &ow-4Miays; 
then she writes me i(bout sending her things, as 
if I w^e mistrtos of the waidiobe to her lady- 
sbip^-ay, and recommends Master Julian to the 
care of my age and experience, forsooth, as if 
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she needed to recommend the detir little jewel to 
me ; and then, to speak of iny ag&«-But I will 
bundle away her rags to the HaU^ with a wit- 

" Do it with all civility,'' sidd the kdy, " and 
let Whitaker send her the wages for which she 
has served, and a broad-piece over and above ; 
for, though a light-headed young woman, she 
was kind to the children/' 

^^ I know who is kind to their servants, ma- 
^dam, and would spoil the best ever pinned a 
gown." 

^^ I spoiled a good one, Ellesmere, wh^ I 
)9|x>iled thee," said the lady ; ^< hut tell Mistress 
Deborah to kiss the little Alice for me, and to 
QjBer my good wishes to Major Bridgenorth, for 
his temporal and future happiness." 

She permitted no further observation or reply, 
but dismissed her attendant, without entering 
into farther particulars. 

When Ellesmere had withdrawn. Lady Pe- 
veril began to reflect, with much feeling of com- 
passion, on the letter of Major Bridgenorth ; a 
person in whom there were certainly many excel- 
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lent qualities, but whom a series of domestic mis- 
fortunes, and the increasing gloom of a sincere, 
yet stem feeling of devotion, rendered lonelj and 
unhappy ; and she had more than one anxious 
thought for the happiness of the little Alic^ 
brought up, as she was likely to be, under such 
a father. Still the removal of Bridgenorth was, 
on the whole, « desirable event ; for while he 
remained at the Hall, it was but too Uk^y that 
some accidental collision with Sir Greoffrey might 
give rise to a rencontre betwixt them, more fiital 
than the last had been contrary to her wishes. 

In the meanwhile, she could not help express- 
ing to Doctor Dummerar her surprise and soru 
row, that all which she had done and attempted, 
to establish peace and unanimity betwixt the con- 
tending factions, had been perversely fated to 
turn out the very reverse of what she had um- 
^at. 

>< But for my unhappy invitatipn,^ she sud, 
*^ Bridgenorth would not have been ^t the Castle 
on the morning which succeeded the feast, would 
not have seen the Countess, and would not have 
incurred the resentment and opposition of my 
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husband. And but for the King^s return^ an 
event which was se anxiously, expected as the 
termination of all our calamities, neither the no- 
ble lady nor ourselves had been engaged in this 
new path of difficulty and danger.^ 

^< Honoured madam,^ said Doctor Dummerar, 
« were the affairs of this world to be guided im* 
plidtly by human wisdom, or were they uni- 
formly to fall out according to the conjectures of 
human foresight, events would no longer be under 
the domination of that tim^ and chance, which 
happen unto all men, since we should, in the one . 
case, work out our own purposes to a certainty, 
by our own skill, and in the other, regulate our 
conduct according to the views of unerring pre-, 
sdence. But man is, while in this vale of tears, 
like an uninstructed bowler, so to speak, who 
thinks to attain the jack by delivering his bowl 
stnught forward upon it, being ignorant that, 
there, is a concealed bias within the spheroid, 
which will make it, in all probability, swerve 
away, and lose the casL^ 

Having spoken this with a sententious lur, the 
Doctor took his shovel^haped hat, and went 
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dawn to the Ci^tle green, to conclude a match 
of bowls with Whitaker, which had probably 
suggested this notable illustration o# the uncer- 
tain course of human erents. 

Two days afterwards, Sir Geoffrey arrived. 
He had w^ted at Vale Royal till he heard of 
the Countesses being safely embarked for Man, 
and then had posted hmnewards to lus Castle' 
and Dame Margaret On hia way, he learned 
from some of his attendants, the mode in which 
bis lady had conducted the entertainraent which ^ 
she had given to the neighbourhood at his or- 
der; and notwithstanding the great deference 
he usually shewed in cases where Lady Peve- 
ril was concerned, he heard of her liberality to-' 
wards the Presbyterian party, with great indigna- 
tion. 

** I could have admitted iSridgenorth,'** he 
said, ^' for he always bore him in n^hbourly 
and kindly fashion till this last career— -I could 
have endured him, so he would have drunk the 
King^s health, like a true man— >but to bring 
thai snuffling scoundrel Solsgrace, with all his 
beggarly, long.eared congregation, to hold a 
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coiwenticle in my father^s bouse— to let them do« 
mineer it as they listed-^why, I would not have 
pennitted them such liberty, when they held 
their head the highest I They nev^, in the wont 
of times, found any way into Martindale Castle 
but what Noirs cannon made for them; and, 
that they should come and cant there, when 
good King Charles is retunied-^By my hand. 
Dame Margaret shall hear of it 1"^ 

But notwithstanding these ireful resolutions, 
resentment altogether subsided in the honest 
Enight^s breast, when he saw the fair features of 
his lady lightened with affectionate joy at his re- 
turn in safety. As he took her in his arms and 
kissed her, he forgave her ere be mentioned her 
oflfenee. 

** Thou hast pltfyed the knave with me, Meg,^ 
he said, shaking his bead, and smiling at the 
same time, <^ and thou knowest in what matter ; 
but I think thou art true church^woman, and 
didst only act from some silly wonianish fancy 
of keeping fair with these roguish Roundheads. 
But let me have no more of this. I had rather 
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Mftrdndale Castle were agaia rent by their bul- 

« 

lets, than receive any of the knaves in the way 
of fnendship— I always except ^Ralph Bridge- 
north of the Hall, if he should come to hi» senses 
again.^ 

Lady Peveril was here under the neeesisity of 
expbdning what she had heard of Master Bridge^ 
north — the disappearance of the gouvemlante 
with his daughter, and placed Bridgenorth^s let^ 
ter in his hand. Sir Geoffrey shook his head 
at first, and then laughed extremely, at the idea 
that there was some little love-intrigu6 betweeii 
Kidgenorth and Mistress Deborah* 

^< It is the true end of a dissenter,^ he said, 
^ to marry his own nudd-serva&t, oi' some other 
person'^s. Deborah is a good likely wench^ and 
on the mercier nde of thirty, as I should think.^ 

** Nay, nay,* said the Lady Peveril, " you are 
as uncharitaUe as EUesmere— I believe it but to 
be affection to his child.* 

*< Psha I priia !* answered the Knight, <^ wo- 
men are eternally thinking of children ; but 
among men, dame, many one caresses the infant 

12 * 
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that he may kiss the keeper ; and whereas Ae 
wondkr or the harm either, if Bridgenorth should 
marry the wench f Her father is a substanual 
yeoman ; his family has had the same farm nnoe 
Bosworth^field — as good a pedigree as that of thi^ 
great-grandson of a Chesterfield brewer, I trow. 
But let us hear what he says for himdelf— I shall 
Spell it out if there is any roguery iii the lettet 
about love And liking, though it might escape 
your innoceaoe, Dame Margaret** 

The Knight of the Peak began to peruse the 
letter accordingly, but was much embarrassed by 
the peculiar language in which it was couchedi 
*' What he means/by moving of candlesticks, and 
breaking down of carved work in the church, I 
cannot guess ; unless he means to bring hank the 
large silver candlesticks whidi my grandsire gave 
to be plaeefd on the altar at Martindale-Moultras^^ 
sie ; and whidi his crop^ai^ed friends, like sacrile^ 
giotis villains as they are, stole and melted dowm 
And in like manner, the only breaking I know of, 
was when they pulled down the rails of the com»- 
mumon fable, (for which some of their fingers ar6 

VOL. I. K 



194 YEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 

hdt eiUMSgb by ihk time,) and whdi the brdss or* 
numents were torn down from the PeTeril monu* 
ipents ; and that was breaking and removing with 
« vengeance. However, dame, the upshot is, that 
poor firidgenorth is going to leave the neighbour- 
hood. I am truly sorry for it, though I never saw 
him oftener than once a-day, and never spoke to 
him above two words* ButI see howitis^thatt little 
shake by the shoulder sticks in his stomach ; and 
yet, Meg, I did. but lift him out of tbe saddle as I 
might have lifted thee into it, Maigar^ — ^I was 
carrful not to hurt him ; and I did not think him 
9o tend^ in point of honour as to mind such a 
thing much ; but I see plainly where his sore lies ; 
Hud I warrant you I will manage that he stays at 
the Hall, and that you get back Julianas little com* 
panion. Faith, I am sorry myself at the thought 
of iodng the baby, and of haraig to chuse an-^. 
other ride when it is not hunting weather, than 
^o^nd by the Hall, mth a word at the window/' 
; <^ I should be very glad. Sir Geoffrey,"* said 
Xady Peveril, <^ that ypu could come to a recoD- 
ciliation with this worthy man, for such I mus^ 
hold Bridgenorth to be."^ 
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But for his dissenting praicipTeSy as good a 
n^bbour as ever lived,^ said Sir Greoffrey. 

^^ But I scarce see^ continued the lady, <' any 
possibility of brining about a conclusion so de» 
sirable."^ 

. ^' Tush, dame,^ answered the Knight; << thou 
knowest little of such matters. I know* the foot 
he halts upon, and you shall- see him go as 
sound as ever.'' 

. Lady Peveril had, fiDm her sincere affection 
and sound sense, as good a right to claim the 
full confidence of her husband, as : any woman 
in Derbyshire ; and, upon this o<ksasion, to eon^ 
fess the truth, she had more anxiety to kdow his 
purpose than her sense of their mutud and sqaa^ 
rate duties permitted her in g^neiral tof^tertain; 
She could not imagine what mode of i^eooqcilia* 
tion with his neighbour. Sir Geoffrey (no tcry 
acute judge of mankind or their pecuiiaiities) 
could have devised which might not b^ disclosed 
to her ; and she felt some secret anxiety lest the 
meaps resorted to might be so ill ^^l^o^en- as; to 
render the breach rather wider, : But 3^ Geof- 
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frey would give no opcniiig for furtibcr inqutty. 
He had been long enough oolond of a raiment 
abtoad, to value fanuelf on the right of absolute 
eonunandathome; and to all the hints which his 
lady^s ingenuity could devise and throw out, ha 
only answered, << Patience, Dame Maigaret, pa- 
tience. This 18 na case for thy handling. Thou 
•halt know enough onH by asid by, dainew-^Gk> 
look to Juhan. Will the boy never have done 
eryiag for lack of that little sprout of a Round- 
kead? ButwewSl have little Alke back wkh us 
in twoor three days, and all wiU be well again.* 
As the good Knight ifXAke these wmrds, a post 
winded his horn in theconrt, and alarge packet 
was bnHigfat in, addressed to the wordiipfid St 
Geo ffr e y Pevml, Justice of the Peace, and so 
forth ; for he bad been placed in authority so soon 
lU the thigVt Bestoration was put upon a eet^ 
tied basis. Upon opening the packet, which hd 
did with no-small foeKag of importance, he found 
that it cohtdned the wamnt which he had sdid* 
ted for replacing Dbetor Dummoar in the pariah, 
fh>m which he had been fordbly ejected during 
the usurpation. 
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Few inddents could have given more delight 
to Sir Geoffrey. He oould forgive a stout able* 
bodied seetary or non^confcn'iniBt, who enforced 
his doctrines in the field by downright blows on 
the casques and cuirasses of himself and other 
Cavaliers. But he remembered, widi most vin* 
dtctive accuracy, the triumphant entrance of 
Hugh Peters through the breach of his Castle ; 
and for his sake, without nicely distinguishing 
betwixt sects or their teachers, he held all who 
mounted a pulpit without warrairt from the 
Church of £ngland-— perhaps he might also in 
private except that of Bomo ■ ■■ to be disturbers 
of the public tranquillity*— reducers of the coiw 
gregation from thdr lawful preachef»<*-instiga» 
t6rs of the late Civil Wai^-*and men well dis-ir 
posed to risk the fate of a new one. 

Tlien, OB the other hand, besides gratifying his 
dislike to Scdsgrace, he saw much gratification in 
die task of replacing his old friend and associate in 
sport and in danger, the worthy Doctor Dumme* 
rar, in his legitimate rights, and in the ease and 
comforts of his vicarage. He communteated the 
contents (^ the packet, wit}] great triumph, to the 
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Udj, who now'percehred tbe senae of the myste- 
rious paragraph in Major Bridgenorth's letter,' 
obncerDiDg the removal of die candlestick, and 
the extinction of light icnd doctrine in the land. 
She pointed out this to Sir Greoffirej, and endea- 
Youred to persuade him that a door was now open- 
ed to reooQciliation with his neighbour, bj exe- 
didng the commisnon which he had recdved in 
an easy and moderate manner, after due delay, 
andMith all respect to the feelings both of Sols-' 
gmce and hm congregation, whidi drcumstances 
admitted of. This, the lady argued, would be 
dmng no injury whatsoever to Doctor Dumme- 
xar;— oay, nnght be -the means of reconciBng 
many to his ministry who might otherwise be dis- 
gusted with it for ever, by the: premature expuL. 
sion of a favourite preacher. 

There was much wisdom, as well as modera- 
tion,' in this advice ; and at another time. Sir 
Geoffrey would have had sense enough to have 
adopted it But who can act composedly or pru- 
dently in the hour of triumph ? The ejection oi 
Mr Sdsgrace was so hastily executed, as to give 
ic some appearance ot persecution ; though, nuure 
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justly considered, it^was the restbribg of his pre*', 
deoessor to his legal rights. Sokgrace himself 
seemed to^be.desbrous to make hu sufferings as 
manifest as possible. He hdid out to the last ;- 
and on the Sabbath after he had received indma* 
tion of his ejection, attempted to make his way to 
the pulpit, as usual, supported by Master Bridge* 
north^s attorney^ Win-the-Fight, and a few zeaU 
ous f<dlowers. 

Just as this party came into the church*yardr 
on the one side, Dr Dummerar, dressed in full' 
pontificals, in a sort of triumphal procession, ac- 
companied by Peveril of the Peak, Sir Jasper; 
Cranboume, and other Cavali^^ of distinction,' 
entered at the other. 

Topreventan actual struggle in the church, the 
parish officers were sent to prevent the farther ap- 
proach of the. Presbyterian minister ; which was 
effected without farther damage than a broken 
head, inflicted by Roger Raine, the drunken inn- 
keeper of the Peveril Arms, upon the Presbyte- 
rian attorney of Chesterfield. 

Unsubdued in spirit, though compelled to re- 
treat by superior force, the undaunted Mr Sols- 
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grace retired to the ▼icanige;wbc9e» under eone 
legal pretext wbich bad been started by Mr 
Win-tke-Fight, (in that day unaptly tiamed,) he 
^tempted to maintain hims^lf-^bo t ted gat c e > 
barred windowin-^ands ee report said, (though 
ftJaely.^ made proyifiioQ of fire-anna to resist the 
at&carfL A aeene of eiasMNir and swadal aeoord^ 
ingly took place> whicb being fepqiKtcd, to Sir 
Geoffrey, he came in person, with some of his at- 
tendants carrying arma—fovced die outer-gate and 
inner«doors of the house ; •nd pfooeeding to the 
study, found no other gerrison save the Presby-* 
tciian parson, with the attorney, who gave up 
pos sessi on of the premises, after making prcK 
testation against the violence that bad been used* 
« The rabble of the yilli^ being by this time 
all in motion, Sir Geoffrey, both in prudence and 
in good nature, saw the propriety of escorting 
bis prisoners, for so th6y might be termed, safe^ 
ly through the tumult i iind accordingly convey* 
ed them in person, through much noise i|nd da^ 
mour, as far as the avenue of Moultrassie-Hall, 
which fh^y chose for the place of thrir retreat* 
But ^e 4bse9ce of Sir Qeoffrey gave way to 
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flome diflovdeis, wluch» if preaent, he would asMi* 
redly have mtnd&ed. Some of the minkter^s 
books were torn and flung Aout as treasonable 
and seditious trash, by the sealous parish-^xffieen 
or their asastants. A quantity of his ale was 
drunken up in healths to the Xing, and Peveril 
of tlie Peak. And finally, the boys, who bore 
the ex-parsoD no good will for his tyrannical in* 
terference with thrir games at skittles, foot^ball, 
and so forth, and, moreover, remembered the 
unnierctful length of his semunis, dressed up an 
effigy with his Geneva gown and band, and hie 
8(eepl»49rowned hat, which they paraded through 
the village, and burnt on the spot wbik^m oc» 
cttpied by a stalely May*pole, which Solsgraoe 
hod formerly hewed down with his own reverend 
hands. 
« Sir Geofirey was vexed at all this, and sent to 
Mr Solagrace, offering satisfkolaon for the goods 
wUch h^ had lost ; but the Cahinisticaji divine 
replied, <^ From a thread to a shoe-latchet, I will 
not take any thing that is thine. I^t the shame 
of the work of thy hands abide with thee.^^ 
Considerable scandal indeed arose against Sir 
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Geoffrey Peveril^ as having proceeded with in., 
decent sererity and haste upon this occasion ; 
and rumour took care to make the usual addi* 
tions to the reality. It was currently reported, 
that the de^ierate Cavalier^ Peyeril of the.Feak^ 
had falka on a Presbyterian congregation, while 
engaged in the peaceable exercise of rdigion^ 
with a band of armed men-— had slain some, 
wounded desperately many more, and finally 
pursued the preacher to his yicacage, which he 
bunK to the ground. Some.alleg^ the cleigy*. 
man had perished in the flames; and the most 
nntigated rqport bore, that he had only been able 
to escqie, by diqxismg his gown, ci^ and band^ 
near a window, in such a maanor as to deceiye 
them with the idea d his person being still sur-«. 
rounded by flames, while he himself escaped by. 
the back part of the house* And although few 
ftoifie beiicTed in the extent of the atrocities 
thus imputed to our honest , Cavalier, yet still 
enough of obloquy attached to him to infer very 
serious consequences, as the reado: will learn at 
a future period of our history. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Bunts, 'Til ft challtitage, sir, is k not ? 
Qattlemath 'Tis an inviting to the field. 

King and No King. 



For <a day or^two after his forcible ezpulsioii 
from the vicarage, Mr Solsgrace ccmtinued hb 
residence at Moultrassie-Hall, where the natural 
melancholy attendant on bis situation, added to 
the gloom of the owner of the mansion. In the 
morning, the ejected divine made excursions to 
different families in the neighbourhood, to whom 
his ministry had been acceptable in the days of 
his prosperity, and firom whose grateful recoUec* 
tions of that period he now found sympathy and 
consolation. He did not require to be condoled 
with, because be was deprived of an easy and 
competent maintenance, and thrust out upon the 
common of life, after he had reason to suppose < 
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he would be no longer liable to such mutadonB 
of fortune. The piety of Mr Solsgrace was sin- 
cere ; and if he had manj of the uncharitable 
prejudices agidnst other sects, which polemical 
oontroversj had generated, and the Civil War 
brought to a head» he had also that deep sense of 
duty, by which enthusiasm is so often dignified, 
and held his very life little, if called upon to lay 
it down in attestation of the doctrines in which 
he believed. But he was soon to prepare for 
Itaving the distnet whidi HcaTcn, he booonvcd, 
lud asHgncd to iiim as hi. oonxr of the viBe. 
yard; he was to dbandon hk flock to the wolf«— 
was to fi>rsaka those with whom he had held 
sweet counsel in relij^out eommimion was to 
leave the recently converted to relapse into false 
doctrines, and forsake the wavering, whom his 
oontinued cares might have directed into the right 
path««4hese were of themsdves deep caKMes of 
sbnow, and were aggraTated, doubtless, by duise 
natural fediags with which all men, eqiecially 
Aose whose duties or habita hare confined than 
to a limited circle, regard the sepajra&Mi fimn 
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watAed scenes^ and tlmr accuftomed haunts of 
solitary mining, or social intercourse. 

There was, indeed, a plan of placing Mr S<d^ 
grace at the head of a non-oonforming congrega- 
tion in his present paridi, which his followers 
would have readily consented to endow with a 
suffident revtmae. But although the act for 
universal eonformity was not yet passed, such a 
measure w:as understood to be impending, and 
there existed a general opinion among the Pres- 
fayterians, that in no hands was it likely to be 
more strictly aiforoed, than in those of Peverii 
of the Peak. Sdsgrace himself oonfiidered not 
only his personal danger as being consideraUe,-^ 
for, assuming perhpps more eonsequenos thsE^ > 
was actually attached to him or his pn>ductioi»i, 
he conceived the honest En%ht to be hb mortal 
and determined enemy, — but he also conceived 
that he should serve the cause of his chureh by 
absenting himself from Derbyshire. 

^* Less known pastors,^ he said, ^^ though 
perhaps more worthy of the name, may be per- 
mitted to assemble the scattered flock in caverns 
-or in secret wilds, and to then shall the glean* 
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ing of the grapes of Epbraim be belter ihmk the 
vintage of Abiezer. But I, that hare, so oftea 
carried the banner fcMth against ihe mighty— I, 
whose tongue hath testified, mcmiing and even- 
ing, like the watchman upon the tower, against 
Popery, Prehicy, and the tyrant of the Peak fiar 
«ne to abide henp were but to bring the sword of 
bloody vengeance amongst you, that the shep- 
herd might be smitten, and the sheep scattered* 
.The shedders of blood have akeady assailed me^ 
even within that ground which they themselves 
call consecrated ; and yourselves have seen the 
scalp of the righteous broken, as he defended my 
cause. Therefore, I will put on my sandals, and 
gird my loins, and depart^ a far country, and 
there do as my duty shall cidl upon me, whether 
it be to act or to suffer— to bear testimony at the 
stake or in the pulpit^ 

. Such were the sentiments whidi Mr Solsgrace 
expressed to his desponding friends, and which 
he expatiated upon at more length with.JM[ajor 
Bridgenorth ; not failing, with friendly zeal, to 
rebuke the haste which the latter had shewn to 
thrust out the hand of fellowship to the Amale^ 
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kite woman, whereby he reminded him, ^^ He 
had been rendered her slave and bondsman for 
a season, like Sampson, betrayed by Dalilah, and 
might have remained longer in the house of Da- 
gon, had not Heaven pointed to him a way out of 
the suiu*e. Also, it sprung originally from the Ma- 
jor^s going up to feast in the high place of Baa], 
that he who was the champion of the truth was 
stricken down, and put to shame by the enemy, 
even in the presence of the host,'' 

Theise objurgations seeming to give some of- 
fence to Major Bridgenorth, who liked, no bet* 
ter than any other man, to hear of his own mis- 
haps, and at the same time to have them imputed 
to his own misconduct, the worthy divine pro- 
ceeded to take shame to himself for his own sin- 
ful compliance in that matter; for to the ven- 
geance justly due for that unlucky dinner at 
Martindale. Castle, (which was, he said, a cry- 
ing of peace when there was no peace, and a 
dwellipg in the tente of sin,) he imputed hi$ 
ejiecUonfrom his living, with the destruction of 
some of his mo$t pithy and highly prized vq- 
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lumes of diviidtjr, with the loss of his cap, gowil, 
and btndy and a doubk hogshead of choice Der- 
by ale. 

The nund of Major Bridgenorth was stnmgiy 
tinged with devotional feeling, which his late mis- 
fortunes had rendered more deep and solemn; 
and it is, therefore, no wonder that when he heard 
these arguments urged again and again, by a 
pastor whom he so much respected, and who was 
now a confessor in the cause of their joint faith, 
he began to look back with disapproval on his 
own conduct, and to suqpect that he had penmi- 
ted himself to be sedoced by gratitude towards 
Lady Peveril, and by her special argumettts in 
fiivour of a mutual and tolerating Kb^ality dt 
sentiments, into an action which had a tendency 
to comproinise Us refigioos and political princi- 
ples. 

One morning, as Major Bridgenorth had wea- 
ried himself with several details respecting tfae 
arrangement of bis affairs, he was reposing in 
the leathern easy ohait, beade the' latticed wfa»- 
-dow, a posture which, by nututal associatioli, r#. 

1 



p^vsnn OF Ttfx fwa%. 909 

oaUfld to' hull the ineinoh*y ot^fiffrniev'tifeMft, lind 
tUd ftciiiigs i*kh whidi^ Ik -was' wont^ tti^ e^^iid 
ib^ rmMing ▼ii^t of Si^ CreiiflRriky, whoi brou^t 
Im mfWff of hit cbild^s Welfiire,— <^ Sbrcfy,*' he 
fiOKl^ thinfckig, M it i^^e, doild^ <« tb^rerwas itQ 
flB iiy tfh» kii^if^sfwkii wliieb I'th^h regard^ 
tbAfemJw;** 

Soh{gfrild^ wlio iifttsr in the lipai^iiitfiit^ Md 

gueisM ^it ]ift8^ tiirough Hi$ ftidiid!^ mhidi 

Aequttn^ iiff ft^'waid ^^ «^ry pOibt of tiAiTldfli- 
ioiy, r«^lied,-^< Wb^ir G^ caua^ ]^ijah^ W 
be jRdd by f^vt^ifili wftik hidiifg alb lU^brocAi Gti&l 
tiHi, We bpar ddt of Mi fciail&ng ilk unAetSi 
bktH ^bm, odiitiwy ui tbeiif rafr^Atng' tfHtW, . 
&^ iiiitiicl^ todip^Bed' to iflSfiiker td' him.*" 

^ tt imyhefiol^ iaiii#e^ JB^^^bt^, <* yet 
^'iBap dT their wrngsni^Hi^ fiave b^il-giratsoud^ 
tn the ^]ir of the famlAed p^het, like tlie tfead^ 
oPIm hbraie m pAtie. The ravens,- dd^b^iess, r^' 
mmti tb^ii^ naCiire #biei» thfe e^tescih wa^'pftiiseltP, 
and even so it has fared with him. — ^Hark-f^'be* 
exdaiii^C^ stqArling^ *^ t\mt His hiih^fi tk>6f. 
tmnip eiveeii lioW*"^ >t ,/i i 

VOL. I. o 
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It was seldom. that the echoes of that idleiit 
boose and oourt>yard were awakened by the 
trampling of bcvses, but such was now the case. 

Both Bridgenorth . and Solsgrace were sur- 
prised at the sound, and even disposed to antici- 
pate some fttlther'oppressicm on the part of go- 
vernment, when the Major'^s old sertant intro- 
duced, with^little ceremony, (for his manners 
ireve nearly as plain as hb Aiaster^s,) a tall gen. 
tknsan, on the farther Me of midcUe lifie^ whose 
vest and cloak« long hair^ slouched hat,. and 
dnM^ing feather, announced him as a Gatalier. 
He bowed formally, but couxteoualyy to both 
geatleoien, and sud, that he was *^ Sir Jasper 
Cranbourne, charged with an especial message to. 
liaster Ralph ftridgeaprth of Moultiassie-Hall, 
by bis honourahle finend Sir Geoffrey Peveril of 
the Peak, and that he re(}uested to know whe- 
ther Master Brid^ienorth would be pleased to 
receive his acquital of coousission here or else- 
whercL^ 

'< Any thmg whidl&.SIprjGleofffey Peveril can. 
have to say to me,"^ said Major Bri4gQnocth» 
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^^ may be told instantly, and before my friend, 
from whom I have no secrets.^ 

<* The presence of any other friend were, in« 
stead of being objectionable, the thing in the world 
most to be desired,^^ said Sir Jasper, after a mo- 
ments hesitation, and lookii^ at Mr Solsgrace; 
*' but this gentleman seems to be a sort of clergy* 
man.^ 

^* I am nbt conscious of any tecrets^^ answer- 
•ed Bridgenorth, *' nor do I desire to have any, 
in which a clergyman is an unfitting confidant^ 

*^At your pleasure,^ replied Sir Jaspen ** The 
confidence, for aught I know, maybe well enough 
chosen, for your divines (always under your fa* 
vour) have proved no enemies to such matters 
as I am to treat with you upoh.^ 

<* Proceed, sir,** answered Mr Bridgenorth, 
gravely ; *< and I pray you to be seated, uidess 
it is rather your pleasure to stand.^ 
. ^' I.must^ in the first place^ deliver myself of 
my small commission,^ answered Sir Jasper^' 
drawing himself up ; *' and it will be after I have 
seen the reception thereof, that I i^]l know whe- 
ther I am, or am not, to sit down at Moiiltrassie^ 
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Hidl— Sir Geoffrey. FeYcail^ Master Bridge^ 
north, hath carefidlj^oooBidered wiCh bimaelf the 
unhappy circuknjtfanceft which at preseat sepa- 
rate yoii as heighboiirk And he reotembefa 
many passages in formed times — I speak his vety 
words— *wfaich incline him to do.all. that caJtL pos^ 
nUy consist with his himeinr, to wipe out un- 
kindness between you; and for this destmbte 
olgeet, he i& willing to. oondesoend in & d^;ite, 
which as you could not have.eipricted* it wilt ho 
doubt ^e you, great pleasure tQ leanu^ 

'!' Allow ra^ to sky. Sir Jasper,^ said Bridge* 
nqctfa, <^ that tins, is, mmfir^mitiy> I haw 'iifiade 
nooomplainlsof Sir Geo ffi ie y^ — ^I haye'l*equise& 
no suluniSBian from him-^ am abput id Jeave 
this country ; and ^hat affaim we nny haveTto«r 
gtther, can be as wdL settled hy others ks by 



*' In a word,"* sMd the finite, ** the worth j 
Ma^ Bsidgenortb hath had enough of traffick- 
ing with the ungodly, and will iio longer, on any 
termlB^ consort with them.** . 

<' Gentlemen both,"" said Sir Jasper, with iffi- 
pertuzbabl^'p^ditenebs, botrihg-, << you gi^atly* 
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misitake the tenor of iny conuniission, which you 

will do as well to |]ear ont, before making any 

iee^^j to it.^^1 thinks Master Bridgeiiorth, you 

cannot but remember your letter to the Lady 

Peveril, of which I have here a rough copy, in 

which ydu complahi of the hard measu!re which 

you have received at Sir GeoffreyVt handy and in 

particular, when he piilled you from your horte 

at or hear Hatl^^nick. Now, Sir Geoffrey thinks 

so well of you, as to believe, that, w'ere it not for 

die wide ^iffereaoce betwixt his descent and rank 

aAd your btvn, you' would have sought to bring 

tkSs matter to a.g^ntl»Q»n-Ukc arbitremeat, as 

the only mode whereby' your stain may he ho« 

ndurably isfipedaway. Wii^fore,iii this slight 

nbte, he gives you, tn his. genei^osity, the offer ol 

what you^ in jfour modesty, (for ib liothing else 

does he impute y&ur acquiescence,) have de* 

^ymied to demand bf him. And withal) lining 

you the mtosurb of his weajipn ; and wben you 

htov^.acbeptM the 6ar(d Which I !now offer ydUf 

I shall b^ ready to ifettle the tiihe, place, and 

otiier ctrcumi^tancies of your meeting.'^ 

" And I,"^ said Soiigrace, with a solemn vdce, 
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** should the author of evil tempt my friend to 
accept of so bloodthirsty a proposal, would be 
the first to pronounce against him sentence of 
the greater excommunication,^ 

*^ It is not you whom I address, reverend sir,^ 
replied the envoy ; ** your interest, not unnatu^ 
rally, may determine you to be more anxious 
about your patrov^s life than about his honour, 
I must know, from himself, to which he is dispo^ 
sed to give the preference.^ 

So saying, and with a graceful bow, he again 
tendered the challenge to Major Bridgenorth* 
There was obviously a struggle in that gende- 
man*s bosom, between the suggestions of human 
honour and those of reli^ous jninciple ; but the 
latter prevailed. He calmly waived receiving tiie 
paper which Sir Jasper offered to him, and spoke 
to the following purposer-*^* It may notice known 
to you. Sir Jasper, that sinee the general pouring 
out of Christian Ught upon this kingdom, many 
solid men have been led to doubt whether the shed-* 
ding human blood by the hand of a fellow-crea* 
ture be in am/ respect justifiable. And although 
this rule appears to me to be scaicely applicable 
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to our gtflke in this stage of trial, se^g that such 
non-resistance, if general, would surrender our 
ciTil and reli^ous rights into the hands of what- 
soever -daring tyrants might usurp the same ; yet 
I am, and have been, inclined to limit the use of 
carnal arms to the ease of necessary self-defence, 
' whe^er-sudi regards our own person, or the pro- 
tection of our countiy against invauon ; or of our 
rights of prc^erty, and 4he freedom of our Iawi» 
and of our conscience, against usurpng powers 
And as I have never shewn myself unwilling to 
draw my sword in any of the latter causes, so 
you AisHX excuse my suiKring it now to remain 
in the scabbard. When, having sustained a grie- 
vous injury, the man who inflicted it summons 
ipe to combat, dther upon an idle punetalio, or, 
as is more likely, in mere bravado.^ 

*^ I have heard you with patience,** said Si|^ 
Jasper ; << and now. Master .Bridgenorth, take it 
not amiss if I beseech you to bethink yourself 
better on this matter. I vow to Heaven, sir, that 
your honour lies ^bleeding ; and that in condc 
'scending to afford you this fair meeting, and therei 
by giving you some chance to stc^ its woundi^^ 



,4idM>iKHit« :4MMlillt«tiIbeLblHlb^45rM■I|g.<tf^^ 
jbWe:iiiilh }m kmowi^ «»ord for the spaee of 
iPDiM fe9^;ii6lltlt«i, jm4 you will ^ifim fiv^ or die a 
,odU<ito4fapPPW9d«e|itlfm#nu Besides^ tbut ihe 
JKwgbl^ «|i(VWte.fkiU ^ feupe mi^ ewhie bio^ 

j^ isppe i§gk jMFflu^ iitlle «o tb^ d^mig^ irf 
Jr9l^: |)Qrs|Qo, ju^ifl^gr^ tbe benefit of jqmt 

^' ,TI)e ^a^r .meicies of ^the wicked^^ ^id 

ilRiiti^g oafhjB «pf^, which Sir Jasper h^d 
.rttt«ft4.TeiCr»»»^J|P^iciaiy, " are mieL'' 

^M; W^ (oJti^Te..9Q. further interragdaafi^m 
your reverencieii^ s^ S^r Jaq^r ; <' especially as 
I th\jfik this jB^pfur t^ little opocerns yqu ; and 

n^.m^\j.-o( r%y flopjipusioofioiwmy worthy 
urbiflb/l^qired )be ji^tter^be ance^orei aodjiteralr 
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Ij at sword point, gracefully tendered it to Major 
JBridgenotth, who again waived it aside^ tbougfa 
coloi^ring deeply at tbe same time, as if he was 
putting a marked constraint upon himself— drew 
back, and made Sir Jasper Cranboume a deep 
bow. 

" Since it is to be dius,^ said Sir Jasper, <' I 
must myself do violence to the seal of Sir Greof- 
frey^'s letter, and reiid.it to you^ that I may fully 
fieq^it mys^f of tbp charge entrusted to me, and 
make you, Master Bridgenorth, equally aware of 
the generous inteptions of Sir Gebfirey on your 
behalf.'' 

*< If,'' said Major Biidgeno^Ui, ^* the contents 
of the letter be to no other purpose than you have 
intimated, methinks farther ceremony is unne- 
cessary on this oocadon, as -I have already taken 
my course." 

<< Nevertheless,''^d Sir Jasper, breaking open 
the letter, <' it is fitting that I read to you the 
letter of my worshipful friend." And he read 
aooolrdingly as foUows :— 
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<4 



For the wor^ff hands of Ralph Bndgmarihy 
Esqui/ycy rf MotMrasste-^HiM — Tto^, 



By the honoured con?eyanoe d the Wof^pL 
ful Sir Jasper Cranboume, Knight, of LoDg* 
MalUnglon. 

Ma6TBB BElJDGSKdKTH, 

We have been giren to understand by yimir 
letter to our loving wife. Dame Margaret Peve- 
ril, that you hold hard ocmstnietion of oertaiH 
passages betwixt you and me, of a late date, as 
if your honour should have been, in -some sort, 
prejudioed by what then took plaee. And al- 
though you have not thought it fit to have direct 
recourse to me, to request such satisfaction as is 
due from one gentleman of condition to another, 
yet I am fully minded that this proceeds only from 
modesty, arising out of the cUstinction of our de^ 
gree, and from no lack of that courage which you 
have heretofore displayed, I would I could say 
in a good cause. Wherefore I am purposed to 
^ve you, by my friend Sir Jasper Cranboume, a 



FEVEEIL OF THE P£AK; 219 

meeting, for the sake of doing that which doubt;> 
less you entirely long for. Sir Jasper will deliver 
you the length of any weapon, and appoint cir- 
cumstances and an hour for our meeting ; which, 
whether early or late— on foot or horseback-^ 
with rapier or back-sword— *I refer to j^urself, 
with all the other privileges of a challenged per- 
son ; only desiring, that if you decline to match 
my weapon, you will send me forthwith the 
length and breadth of your own. And nothing 
doubting that the issue of this meeting must 
needs be to end, in one way or other, all unkind^ 
ness betwixt two near neighbours, 

I remain. 
Your humble servant to command, 

Gjsoffb£y Pevb&il of the Peak. 

^* Givai from my poor houde of Martindale 
Castle, this same — -. of i sixteen hundred 
and sixty .^ 

^ Bear back my respects to Sir Geoffrey Peve- 
ril,"" said Major Bridgenorth. '^ According to his 
light, bis meaning may be fair towards me ; but 

15 
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tdl him that out quarrel bad its rise ih bb ksmn 
tnlftil aggreanoQ towards me ; aM that though 
I widi to be in diarity with all mMkihd, I naa 
not M> wedded to his friendship as to faveak die 
lawsof Grod, andrun the risk of suflSring or eotfa^ 
chitting nmrder^ ib order to re^in it. And'for 
you, rir, ttiethinks your adTsneitig j^eiira ind 
fMAt mitfottiines may teiich you the fdly of eo- 
mifng on s^ieh idi^ emmds.^ 

*^ I sfa«dl do your metaige, Mia^ lUifh 
BridgeiMHth,^ siud Sir Jasper ; << and shall iheh 
endeavour to fbtget yout nam^ ^ a solmd unfit 
to be pronouneed, or even fwii^nibered, by a man 
of honour. In the mettttwhile, in return for your 
uncivil advice, be pleased to accept of mine ; 
laonely , that as your itslig^on prevents your giving 
a gentleman satisfaction, it ought to make you 
very cautious of oflEbring him pnorvoeatton.^ 

do tfayit^, and widi a look of haughty scsbm, 
first at the Majcnr and then at the divine^ the en- 
voy of Sir Geoffrey put his hat on hb head, re- 
placed his rapier in its bdit, and left the apart- 
mlmt. In a fe# minutes afterwards, the tread of 
borae died away at a cpi»ideraUe distaQOe. 
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Bridgenocth had held his hand upon h^ broir 
ever since faSs departure, imd a tear of an^iper and 
shame was on his face as hie raised it when the 
sound was heard no more. <^ He carries this 
answer to Martindale Casde,^ he s^. *< Men 
willbareafter think of me as a whipped^ beaten^ 
dishoAdurable fellow, whom every oiie maj baf-^ 
fle and insuH at their pleasuiiel It is well I ami 
Usimg die house bf my fadier.^ 

Maiiter S6l8gra6e' i^ptoaehed his friend with 

much sympathy, and grasped him by the hand. 

^^ Nobfe brother,^ he saTd, with unwonted land- 

aess olinabneit, ^^ though aman of peace, Tcan- 

jud^ i^hat this saciifice. hath o^ to thy maiily'' 

i^piiit. But Goi will not have frooi us ari itk** 

pexted obk^nee^ We must not, like Ananiiur 

and Sapphica; lieperve behind soinei darling, lust,' 

soine fioibtnrite sin, while we pretend to make sa« 

erifioe ef biir worldly dffisctionau What availsa't 

to-say t^twe^hflve but 'secreted a lil^le mattery- 

if the slightest remnant of the accursed thing re^ 

main IddSai in oiir iBxit? WbUld-itl)e'a deface 

in thy f)rayer& to say^ i have npt m'uitheDed. this. 

man f&r th^ lucre of gain^' like a robberwnor for 

11 
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the acquisition of power, like a tyrant^-nor for 
the gratification of revenge, like a darkened sa- 
yage ; but because the imperious voice of world- 
ly honour said, ^Go forth-*-kill or be lulled— is 
it not I that have sent thee ?^ Bethink thee, my 
worthy friend^ how thou couldst frame such a 
vindication in thy prayers ; and if thou art forced 
to tremble at the blasphemy of such an excuse, 
remember in thy prayers the thanks due to Hea- 
ven, which enabled you to resist the strong tempt- 
aUoQ.^ 

^'Heverend and dear friendj^ansffe'ered Bridge* 
north, *^ I feel that you speak the truth. Kttem 
indeed, and harder, to the old Adam, is the text 
which ordains him to suffer shame^ than that 
which bids him to do valiantly for the truth. But 
happy am I that my path through the wilderness 
of this world will, for some space at leasts be. 
along with one, whose zeal, and friendship are so 
active to support me when I am faintii^ in the 
way.^ 

While the inhabitants of Moultrassie-Hall thua 
communicated together upon the purport of Sir 
Jasper Cranboume^s virit, that worthy Koight 
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greatly excited the surprise of Sir Geoffrey Fe« 
yeril, by reporting the manner in which his enir 
bassy bad been received^ 

'^ I took him for a man of other metal,"'' said 
Sir Seoffrey ;— " nay, I would have sworn it had 
any one asked my testimony. But there is no 
making a silk purse out of a sow^s ear. I have 
done a folly for him that I will never do for anx 
other ; and that b, to think a Presbyterian would 
Bght without his preaeher'^st permisaon. Give 
them a two hours sermon^ and let them howl a 
psalm to a tune that is worse than the cries of a 
flogged bounds and the villains will lay on like 
threshers; but for a calm^ cool, gentlemanlike 
turn upon the sod, hand to hand, in aneighboujv 
ly way, tbey have not honour .enough to under^. 
take it. But enough of our crcp-earedxnr of a 
odghbour. — Sir Jasper, you will tarry with uft 
to dine, and see how Dame Margarets kitehea 
smokes ; and after dinner I will shew you along- 
winged falcon fly. She is not mine, but the 
Countesses, who brought her from London on ber 
fist almost the whole way, for all the haste she 
was in, and left her with me to keep the percb. 
for a season.^ 
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This natch was soon arranged ; and Dmne 
Margaret overbeard the good Knighty resent- 
ment mutter itself off, with those feelnigs wilh 
which we listen to the last growling of the thun- 
der^siorm ; whidi, as the Uack dotid sinks b£ 
hind the hill, at once asmkreb us thai there ^aa 
been danger^ and that the peril is oiser. She 
could not, indeed, bui marvd in her own- mind 
at the singalar path of recOoctliatton with Hia 
neighboifr which ber husband had, with' somiicli 
eonfldoioe, and m the actual nnceritrf of his gooA 
will to Masta: Bridgenorth, Jittenqpted to open ; 
ttold she blessed God intenudrj thai ithad not ten> 
nnnated in bloodshed. But these reflectbiw she 
locked caref ally within her own hoeom^ well.koowu 
ing that they referred to (Objects in whidi the 
KiHglrt of the Peak would n»ther pemi& hia 
sagacity to b6 calkdtin qoestidn, iuht hia will t» 
\m controlled 

T&epniigfeisioi! the htstovy hath Hitherto Beefr 
slow ; but afttt &is period: so Uitle matter wm-« 
thy of mark odemred at Martindale, thAt we' 
mitst hwrty cMrer hastily the (araiisaettdtis of sei^e- 
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CHAPTER X, 

Cl0^fMlra» Give me to driiA muidnigon. 
That 1 may sleep away this gap of tune. 

Antony and Cleopairtu 

Thbes passed, as we hinted at the conoluiion 
of tlie last chapter, four m* five years after the 
period we have dilated upoi^ ; the events of which 
scarcely require to be discusMd, so fiu* as our pre^ 
sent purpose is^toacemed, in- as many lines. The 
Knight and his lady continued to reside at their 
Oaatle— she, with prudence and with patience, ca* 
deavouring to repair the damagea which the Ci- 
vil Wars had inflicted upon their fortune ; and 
murmuring a little when her plans of economy 
were interrupted by the liberal hospitalitfr which 
^at her husband^s principal expence, and to 
Which he was attached, not only fiom his own 
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EogliBh heartiness of disposition, but rrom ideas 
of muntaining the dignity of his ancestry— -no 
less remarkable, according to the traditions of 
thdr battery, kitchen,and cellar, for the fat beeves 
which they roasted, and the mighty ale which 
they brewed, than for their extensive estates, and 
the number of their retainers. 

The world however^ upon ^ whole, went 
happily and easily with the worthy couple. Sir 
Geofirey^s debt to his ndghbour Bridgenorth 
oootimied, it is true, nnabatcd ; but he was the 
odty creditor upon the Maitindale eslate^-^all 
others being paid off. It wouldhave been most 
denrable that this encumbrance dso should. be. 
<:ieared» and it was the great object of Dane 
MargaietV economy fo. effeet the diaehaige ^ 
far idlbough interest was regularly settled witk 
Master Wiiwdie-figfat, the Chesterfield attomey^ 
yet the: pruMnpied sum^ which was a large one,- 
might be called for at an iooonvemeht time. 
The man, too» was gloomy, impCMrtant, aod mysk 
terious, and always. seemed as if he was thinking 
upon his broken head in the churchyard of Msr* 
tindale cum Moultrasne. 
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Dame Margaret sometimes transacted the ne- 
cessary business with him in person ; and when 
he came to the Castle on these qecasionsy she 
thought she saw a malicious and disobliging ex.i 
pression in hk manner and countenance. Yet his 
actual conduct was not only fair^ but liberal ; for 
indulgence was given, in the way of delay of pay- 
xaent, whenever circumstances rend^sd it neces* 
aary to the debtor to require it* It seemed to 
Lady Peyeril, that the agent, in such cases, was 
acting under the strict orders of his absent em* 
ployer, concerning whose wdfare she could not 
help feeling a certiun anxiety.^ 

Shortly after the failure of the singular negd^ 
elation for attaining peace by combat; ivbkh Pe- 
veril had attempted to open with Major Bridge^i 
north, that gentleman left his seat of Moultrassie^ 
Hall in the care of : his old housekeeper, and de» 
paired, no one knew whither, having in com« 
pany with him die Reverend Mas^ Soiagraoe^ 
with his daughter Alice and Mrs Deborah Deb* 
bitch, now formally installed in all the duties of 
a gouvemante. For some tkne public rumbur 
persisted in asserting, that Major Bridgenorth had 
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only lietmted to a distant part of the oountiy 
for a season, to achiere his supposed purpose of 
narrying Mrs Deborah, and of letting the news 
be cold, add the laugh of the naghbourhood be 
ended, ere he brought her down as mistress of 
Mdultrassie-Hall. Thb rumour died away; and 
it was then affirmed, that he had gone to foreign 
partsy to insure the continuance of health m so 
delicate a constitution as that of little Alice. 
But when the Major's dread of Popery was re- 
membered, tog^her with the still deeper anti* 
pathies of worthy Master Ndiemiah Solsgraoe, it 
was resolved unanimously, that nothing less than 
what they might deem a fair chance of convert- 
iilg the Pope would hare induced the parties to 
trust thaBOsebres within Catholic dominioDs. The 
most prevailing opimon was, that they were gone 
to'New England, tlie refuge then of many whom 
too intitnate ccmcem with the affairs of the late 
times, or the denre of enjoying uncontroUed firee* 
dom dFcimscienoe, had induced to emigrate £rom 
Briumk 

Lady Peveril could not help entertainiag a 
tsKue idea, that Bridgenorth was not so distant. 
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The extreme order in which every thing was 
maintained at Moultrassie-Hall, seemed— *no du^ 
paragement to the care of Dame Dickei^ the 
housekeeper, and the other persons engaged — to 
argue, that the master^s eye was not so very far off, 
but what its occasional inspection might be aph 
prehended. It is true, that neither the domestics 
nor the attorney answered any questions respectr 
ing the residence of Master Bridgenorlh ; but 
there was an air of mystery about them when 
interrogtited, that seemed to argue more thim 
m^ the ear. 

About five years after Master Bridgenorth had 
left the country, a smgular incident took place* 
Sir Geoffrey was absent at the Chesterfidd 
races, and Lady Peveril, who was in the habit 
of walking around every part of the neighbour- 
hood unattended, or only accompanied by EUes- 
mere, or her little boy, had gone down one even- 
ing upon a charitable errand to a solitary hut, 
whose inhabitant lay sick of a fever, which was 
supposed to be infectious. Lady Peveril never 
allowed apprdiensions of this kind to stop '' de- 
i^oted charitaUe deeds ;^ but she did not choose 
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to expose ather her son or her attendant to the 
risk which she hersdf, in some confidence that 
Ae knew precautions for escapii^ the danger, 
did not hesitate to incur. 

Lady Pcveril had set out at a late hour in 
the evening, and the way proved longer than 
she expected-«-8everal drcumstances also occur, 
ring to detun her at the hut of her patient. It 
was a broad autunm moonJight, when ^e pre- 
pared to return homeward through the broken 
glades and ujdand which divided her from the 
Castle. This she conndered as a matter of very 
little importance, in so quiet and sequestered a 
country, where the road lay chiefly through her 
own domains, especially as she had a lad about 
fifteen years old, the son of her patient, to escort 
her on the way. The distance was better than 
two miles, but might be considerably abridged 
by passing through an avenue belon^ng to the 
estate of Moultrassie-Hall, which she had avoid- 
ed as Ae came, not from the ridiculous rumours 
which pronounced it to be haunted, but because 
her husband was mUch displeased when any aU 
tempt was made to render the walks of the Castle 

13 
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aad Hall comtnon to thc'InhafaiUnts of both; 
The good lady, in oonaideratioii, perhaps, of ex- 
tensive latitude allowed to her in the 'more im- 
portant concerns of the family, made a point of 
never interfering with faer faiuband^s wbimii or 
prejudices; and it is a compromise ^bifh we 
Would heartily reoommdad to all managing ma^ 
trons of our acquaintance ; for it is surprieang 
how mucb real poFer will be cheerfully resigned 
to the fiur sex, for the pleasure of being allowed 
to ride one^s bdbby in peace and quiet. 

Upon the present occasion, however, although 
the Dobby -s Walk was wilhin the inhibited do: 
mains of the Hall, the Lady Feveiil determined 
to avail herself of it, for the purpose of shorten-i 
ing her road hom^ and she directed her steps ac- 
cordingly. But when the peasanuboy, her oom-^ 
panion, who had hitherto followed her, whistjii^ 
cheerily, with a hedge-bill in his hand, and his 
hat on one side, perceived that she turned to tl^e 
stile which . entered tp the Dobby^s Walk, he 
shewed symptoms of great fear,^ and at length, 
coming to the lady's side,^ petitioned her, in a 
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whunpcting tonm^* Don^ ye now-^donH ye 
now, my lady, dod*t ye go yonder.^ 

Lady PeveriU obkerriog that his teeth dnt* 
lered in iia heady and that hii whole person ex- 
hibited great agns of tenor, bqpm to reeoUed 
the report, that the first Squire of Moukrassie, 
the brewer of ChesterfidUl afixesaid, who had 
bought the estate, and thea d&ed of melancholy, 
for lack of something to do, (and, aa was said, 
not without sospckms of suidde,) was supposed 
to walk in this sequestered avenue, accompanied 
by a huge headless mastiff, wUch, when he was 
dire, and had his head, was a particular fiu 
Tourile of the exJxewer* To haye expected any 
psoteotkm fiom her escort, in the condition to 
mbkA sapersdtious fear had reduced him, would 
hare been truly a hopeless trust; and Lady Pe« 
Teiil, who was not apprehensive of any daa^^, 
thought there would be great crudty in drmg* 
ging the cowardly boy into a scene whidi he te. 
garded vdth so much apprehensioB. She gave 
fahto, thetttfore, a silvtf piece, and permittBd him 
Id return. The hitter bocm ssemcd even mors 
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aoceplaUe thsn the firat ; for ere she could re* 
tarn the purse into her pockety she hetrd the 
woodea clogs of her hM convoy in full retreat, 
by the way from whence they came. 

Smiling witinn herself at the fear she esteem^ 
ed so ludicrous, Lady Peveril ascended the stile, 
and was soon Indden from the broad light of the 
moon-beams, by the numerous and entangled 
boughs of the huge elms, which, meeting'from ei*- 
thar side, totally oYerarched the old avenue. The 
scene was calculated to excite solemn thoughts ; 
and the distant glimmer of a light from one of 
the numerous casements in the front of Moul- 
trassie-Hall, which lay at some distance, was 
calculated to* make them even melancholy. 8he 
thought of the fate of that family*-^ the de^ 
eeased MvsBridgenorth, with whom Ac had often 
walked in this very avenue, and who, though a 
woman of no high parts or aooomplishments, 
had always testified the deepest respect, and the 
most earnest gratitude, for such isotice as she 
had shewn to her. She thought of her blighted 
hopes-««4]er prematare4leath*-4he dmspair of her 
selfJMmirfied husbaad*Hhc uncertain fate of thrir 
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«rpluai diildy Tor wfaoni abe felt, efen at this cb^; 
tance of time, some toudi of a mothor^B sffecikm* 
Upoa audi sad subjects her thoughts were 
turned, when, just as she attained the middle of 
the avenue^ the impeifeet and diequered hght 
wlucb found its way tbipu^ the sjlTan aich- 
waj, shewed her something whidi resembled the; 
igure of a miou Ijsdy Peveiil paused a mo>> 
meat, but instantly advanced ;— 4ier bosom, per* 
haps, gave one startled throb, sb a debt to the 
superstitious belief of the times, but she instanU 
ly repelled the thought of supematurid appear-^ 
ances. From those that were merely mortal, she 
had nothing to fear. A marauder on the game 
was the worst character whom she was fike ta 
encounter; and he would be sure to hide hin^ 
self from her observation. 9ie advanced,^ ao** 
cordingly, steadily ; and, as she did so, had the 
satisfaction to observe, that the figure, as die 
expected, gave place to her, and glided away 
amongst the trees on the lefuhand ade of the 
avenue. .As die passed the spot cm which the 
form had been so latdy vidUe, and bethought 
herself that this wanderer of the night miglit^ 
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nay must, be in her vicinity, her resolution could 
not prevent her mending her pace, and that with 
8o little precaution, that, stumbling over the 
limb of a tree, which, twisted oW by a late t^n^r 
pest, still lay in the avenue, she fell, and, as she 
fell, screamed aloud. A strong hand in a mo- 
ment afterwards added to her fear by assisting 
her to rise, and a voice, to whose accents she was 
not a stranger, though they had been long nn-, 
heard, said, <^ Is it not you. Lady Feveril ?'^ 

** It is I,*" said she, commanding her astonish-* 
ment and fear ; <^ and if my ear deceive me not, 
I speak to Master Bridgenorth,^ 

*^ I was that man,^ said he, *^ while oppress 
sion left me a name«^ 

He spoke nothing more, but continued to walk 
beside her for a minute or two in silence. She 
felt her situation embarrassing ; and, to divest it 
of that feeling, as well as out of real interest in 
the question, she asked him, *^ How her god- 
daughter Alice now was ?^ 

*^ Of god-daughter, madam,^^ answered Major 
Bridgenorth, ^^ I know nothing ; that being one 
of the names which have been introduced, to the 
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oomiplioii and poUulioii of Gkifs ordiiiaiieei* 
The infant wlio owed to your lad jthip (so called) 
her escape from disease and death, is a healthy 
and thriving girl, as I am given to understand 
by those in whose charge she i« lodged, fcv I 
have not latdy seen her. And it is even the re^ 
collection of these passages, which in a manner 
impelled me, alarmed also by your faQ, to offer 
mjTself to you in this time and mode, which in 
other respects is no way ooaostent with my pre- 
sent safety.^ 

^< With your safety. Master Bridgenorth P 
said the Lady Peveril ; ^* surely I could never 
have thought that it was in danger ?^ 

^* You have some news then yet to learn, ma. 
dam,^ said Major Bridgenorth ; '< but you will 
hear, in the course of to-morrowy reasons why I 
dare not appear openly in the neighbourhood of 
my own property,, and wherefore there is small 
judgment in committing the knowledge of my 
present residence to any one connected with Mar- 
tindale Castle.'' 

<< Master Bridgmtnih,'' said the lady, *^ you 
were, in fionner times, prudent and caulaoiis^l 
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hope you have been misled l^ no hasty Impress 
non-^by no rash scheme^— I ho pe ^ 

^^ Pardon my interrupting you, madam,^ said 
Bridgenortb. ^^ I have indeed been changed-— 
ay, my very heart within me has been changed. 
In the times to which your ladyship (so called) 
thinks proper to refer, I was a man of this 
world*— bestowing on it all my thoughts*-^l my 
actions, save formal observances— little deem** 
ing what was the duty of a Christian man, and 
how far his self-denial ought to extend-«*even 
unto giving all as if he gave nothing. Hence, I 
thought chiefly on eamal things — on the adding 
of field to field, and wealth to wealth— K)f the ba^ 
lancing between party and party— securing a 
friend here, without losing a friend there— But 
Heaven smote me for my apostac^, the rather 
that I abused the name of religion, as a self. 
teeker, and a mosl blinded and carnal will^wor* 
shipper—But I thank Him who hath at length 
brought me out of Egypt." 

In our day— although we have many instances 
of oithusiasm among us-^we might still sus- 
pect one who avowed it thus suddenly and broad- 
ly, of hypocrisy, or of insanity ; but, according 
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to the fadiion of tbe times, such opinions as those 
which Bridgenorth expressed, were openly avow* 
ed, as the ruling motires of menu's actions. The 
sagacious Vane-«-the brnve and skilful Harrison 
— *were men who acted avowedly under the in- 
fluence of such, Lady Peveril, therefore, was 
more grieved than surprised at the language she 
heard Major Bridgenorth use, and reasonably 
concluded, that the society and circumstances in 
which he might lately have been engaged, had 
blown into a flame the spark of eccentricity 
which always smouldared in his bosom. This 
was the more probable, considering that he was 
melancholy by constitution and descent^-^that he 
bad been unfortunate in several partknilars-^-and 
that no pasinon is more easily nursed by indul* 
getkiXj than the qpecies of enthusiasm of which 
he now shewed tokens. She therefore answered 
him by ealmty hoping, *^ That the expresrion of 
his sentiments had not invcdved faim in suqpiGvm 
or in danger.'' 

'^ In suspicion, madam ?^ answa^ the Major ; 
-i-" for I cannot forbear giving to you, sudi is 
the strength of habit, one of those idle titks by 
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which we poor potdierds are wont, in our pride, 
to denominate each other—- >! walk not only in 
suspicion, but in that d^ee of danger, that, 
were your husband to meet me at this instant— 
me, a native Englishman, treading on my own 
lands — I have no doubt he would do his best to 
offer me to the Moloch of Romish superstition^ 
who now rages abroad for victims among God^s 
people.** 

^' You surprise me by your language. Major 
Bridgenorth,^ said the lady, who now fdit rather 
anxious to be relieved from his company, and 
with.diat purpose walked on somewhat, hastily; 
He mended his pace, however, and kept dose 
by her. side. 

^^ Know you not,^ said be, f< that Satan bath 
come down upon earth *with great wrath, be* 
cause his time is short ? The next to the crown 
is <an avowed Fa^nst ; . and-who dare, assut, : save 
syoophants and time-servers, that he wba wear! 
it is not equally reiidy to stoop to Rome,' were 
he not. kept in awe by. a few noble spirits in the 
CommomT. House ^ You believe not thi»^-yet in 
my" solitary and midnight walks, when I thought 
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on jQur kindom ti> tlie dead and to tlie linng^- 
il wiii my prayer diat I mig^ ka:ve the wataam 
granted to warn yoa--Hiiid lo I Hearea favtb 
haardme.^ 

*< Jifajor BridgexKirthy^ said Lady Pavecil^ 
^^ you ware waQt to be moderate in those miti* 
iBeiit»<— comparatively moderate, at least, and to 
k>ve your own fdipon, wi^ut hating thait of 
others.^ 

<* What I w» while in the gaU of hktemess 
andki diebondof iniipiity, itdgn]fieBnottoii&. 
eal,^ anawcted he. ** I was then like to GaUio, 
lAo cared for none of iheee things. Idoatedoai 
oreattire-4X)mfert»>*»I dung to worldly honoiir 
and repute — ^my thoughts were earthwaid-^-oar 
those I turned to Heareo wereeold, fonna], pha. 
rasaical Biechtationa«-4! brought nothing to the 
altar sure straw and stubble. Heaven saw need 
to diaatist me in love-^I was stripped of all that 
I. dang to en earth-«-*my worldly hononr was 
tocn from me^^I wient forth an exile ftom the 
home of my fathersy a deprived and a desdate 
man— ^ bi£kd, mad beaten, and dishoooosed 
man. Bat who shall find out the ways of Fn^ 

2 
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vidfince ? Such wei:e the laeaiis by whioh I 
dioseii forth as a chwipion for the truth— holdi<« 
ing my life 48 nothing, if thereby that may be ad« 
vanced. But this was not what I wished to speak» 
of. Thou hast savc^d the earthly life of my child, 
— ^let me save the. eternal welfare of yours.^ . 

Lady Feveril was silent. They were now ap^ 
pcoacbing the point. where the ayenue termina* 
ted in a communication with a public road, or 
rather pathway, running through an uninclosed 
common field ; this the lady had to prosecute foi? 
a Uttle way, until a turn of the path g^ve her ad. 
mittance into the park of Martindale. She now^ 
felt ancerely anxious to be in the open mooiw 
shine, and avoided reply to Bridgenorth that she 
might make the more haste. But ds they reach«* 
ed the junction of the avenue and the pubEc road^ 
h^ laid his hand on her arm, and commanded ra- 
ther than requested her to stop. She obeyed^ 
^ pointed to a huge oak, of the largest sise^ 
which grew on the summit of a knoll in the qpen 
ground which terminate^ Ae avenue, and was 
exactly so placed aa to serve fbr a termination t6 
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tbe vkta. The moonfibiiie wifhofit the arenue 
mm «o stroi^, Ihat amidsfe the flood of light 
irhich it poured on the yenenible tree, they could 
eitily distoFer, from the shattered state of the 
boughs on one nde, that it had suffered damage 
from lightmog. ^ Remember you,^ he said, 
^wheu^elastlooked together oB that tree? Ihad 
vidden ftoni Londoii, imd brought with me a pri>. 
tectimi from thfe committee for your husband ; 
and as I paaied the spot— here on this spot whefe 
nv- now aland, 3^1= stood with mylost Alic^-^two 
—-die last two of my beloved infants gamboUed 
befare you/ I leaped ftom nqr horse—to her I 
was A husband«-to those a Atther — to you a wd- 
eolne and revered piottfctoi^— What am I now to 
anyoaeP^ He pressed' his hand cm his brow, and 
gffoaned in agony -of spirit 
- ' it was- nolhv the Lady PevcriTs nature to hear 
sbmwwkhout 4m attempt at cobsolation. <«Mas. 
tei'Bri%0Dortli>^ she smd; ^ I Uame no man^s 
cra^^-iMitte 1 bolieyeandtMlow my own ; and I 
rejoite tfasnin y&atB yoii h«i^ sought oonsolalioii 
fi>r temporal affliotiotis. Bat does not every 

12 
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Christian cneed teaeh us alike, that afflictkm 
should soften our heart ?^^ 
. 1^' Ay,' Woman,'^ said Bridgnorth, sternly, << as 
the ligbtmng which shattered ybndler oak faath 
softened its trunk. No:; the seared wood is the 
fitter €iHr the^use pf the workman-^^he fauxlened 
and thedried-^up heart k^thatwfaidicaiii best bear 
the task imposed by these dismad times. God 
psA famn irill no^lon^ger endure tUe unbridled 
profligaoy df the disaolute^'«-4iie scoffing of the 
prbfane^^ contempt of the divine iawt-^the 
infirabtion of human r^hts. ^The tifms demand 
rigbtemand ai^a^e^ and there wifi be no want 
of them.*^ 

i , <f« rj d^y not die exidtencn^ of much evil,* said 
Lady Fi3VarH,cteipeDiBg herself to answer, and 
)beginnihg *at Ihe same time to walk forward ; 
f^.'hnd IhanliearBay, though .imt, I thank Hea^ 
meot^ f rdm x^bsenraAioD, I am convinced of the wild 
debauchery of the times. But let.us trust it may 
be Qorredted irithbnt such violent x^mediea as 
yobifaiitat.- Surely the rain of 'a second dvtl 
war^though I trust your thoughts go not that 
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dreadful length — ^were at best a deq>erate a[ter-> 
native.'' 

>^ Sharp, but sure,^ replied Bridgenorth. 
*^ The blood of the Fasdial lamb chased awayr 
the destrojing angel— -the sacrifices offered oi^ 
the threshijog-floc^r of Araunahy stayed the pestiw 
lence. Fire and sword are severe ronedies^ but 
they purge and purify.'" 

<^ Alas I Major Bridgenorth,^ sidd the lady, 
<< wise and moda:ate in your youth, can yoa 
have adopted in your advanced life the thoughts 
and language of those whom yoa yourself be* 
held drive themselves and the nation to the brink 
of ruin ?" > 

^^ I know not what I then* waisr— yom know not 
what I now am,** he replied^ and suddenly broke 
off; for they even then came forth into the open 
light, and it seemed as if, feeling himself under 
the lady^s eye, he was disponed to soften his tone 
and his language. 

. . At the first distinct view which she had of his 
person, she was aware that he was armed with a 
short swcnrd, a poniard, and pistols at his belt-** 
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precautions Tery unusual for a man who former- 
ly had seldom, and only on days of ceremony, 
carried a walking rapier, though such was the 
habitual and. constant fnractice of gentlemen of 
his station in life. There seemed also something 
of more stern determination than usual in his air, 
which indeed had always been rather sullen than 
affable ; and ere she could repress the sentiment, 
she could not help saying, '^^ Master Bridgenorth, 
you are indeed changed."*^ 

You see but the outward man,^ he replied ; 
the change within is yet deeper. But it was 
not of myself that I desired to talk*-I have al*. 
ready said, that as you have preserved my child 
from the darkness of the grave, I would willing. 
ly preserve yours from that more utter darkness, 
which, I fear, hath involved the path and walks 
of his father.^ 

a 

** I must not hear this of Sir Geofirey,'*' said 
the Lady Peyeril ; " I must bid you fisurewell for 
the present ; and when we again meet at a more 
suitable time, I will at least listen to your advice 
concerning Julian, although I should not pec^ 
haps adopt it."*^ 
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^^ Thai more suitable tkneiDay never oooie^^ 
refdied Bii^enorth.^ ^ Time wanes, ederiiity 
diaws Bigb. Hearken. It is said to be jemp 
purpose to send tbe young Julian to be bved U{> 
in yonder Moody isiaad, under 't&e band of youi 
kinswv^maii, that cruel murtheresB, byiiriioa] waa 
done to death a man more worthy of vital cxW 
ence than any that she can boast amongst ^r 
vaunted ancestry. These are cunrent tiding$-« 
Are they true ?** 

^ I do not blame you, Master Brid^noith, 
for thinking harshly of my cousdn of Derby ^"^ 
fttdd Lady Pev^ril;^ nor do I altogedier vindi^ 
ckte tbe rash aetion of which she bach 'jbeen 
gu3ty. Nevertheless, in her habitation, it is my 
husband^s opinion and my own, that Julian n^ay 
be trained in the ^udies and acGOmplisfahaeuts 
becoming his rank, along with the young Earl 
ofDeiby.^ 

*< Under the curse of 6od, and the ble^ng of 
the Pope of Rome,'^ said Bridgenorth. ^ You, 
lady, so quick-sighted in matters of earthly pru<- 
dence, are you blind to the giganUc>pace at 




wliich Bome^s moving to rcgiia this oouDtryf 
once the richest gem m her iisui|»ed tiara ? The 
old are aedxtoed by gold-«»die youth by pleasure 
•*— the weak* by flatiery-*-*»€ovard8 by fear— -and 
the courageous by ambidon* A thousand baits 
for eadi taste, and each bait concealing the same 
deadly hook." 

'' I am well aware, Master Bridgenorth," said 
Lady Peveril, ^^ that my kinswoman is a Cathoi- 
lic ; but her son is educated in the Ghurdi of 
£ngland'*s prindiples, agreeably to the command 
of her deceased husband^^ 

'^ Is it.likely,". answered Bridgeiuirth, ^^that 
she, who fears not -shedding the blood of the 
righteous, whether on the field or scaff(^, will 
jodgKfd the sanelion of iher promise when her 
rtiigum bid&h^ break it ? Or, if she does, what 
shall your son be the better if he remain in the 
mire of his father ? What are your Episcc^l 
tenets, hut mere Popery? save that ye have 
chosen a temporal tyisant for your Pope, and 
substitute a^ mangled mass in En^ish for that 
which your predeeessoi^ priHiounced in Latin. 
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v-^Biit why speak I of tbeae thiogs to one who 
hath ears indeed, and eyes, yet cannot see, lutUssk 
to, or upderstand what is alone worthy to be 
heard, seen, and known ? Pity that what hatb 
been wrought so fair and exquisite in form md 
in disposition, should be yet blind, deaf, and ig^ 
norant, like the things which perish l^ 
. *^ We shall not agree on these subjects. Mas- 
ter Bridgenorth,^ sud the lady, anxiotts sUU to 
escape from tbb strange conference, though 
scarce knowing what to appr ehend ; *^ aofoe more, 
I must bid you farewell.^ 

^ Stay jret an instant,^ he said, again laying 
husband on her arm; *^ I would slop you if I saw 
you ruflliing on the briidc of an actual prec^iice 
w4et me prevent you from a danger still greater* 
How shall i work upon your unbdieving nund ? 
Shall I tdl you that the debt of Uood-shed yet 
remains a debt to be paid by tbe Uoody house 
•cf Dedby? And wilt thou send thy son to be 
among those from whom it shaH be exacted F* 

*^ You wish to alarm me in vain. Master 
.Bridgenoeth,^ answered the lady ; << what penal- 
ty can be exacted from the Countess for an ac- 
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tion which I have already called a rash onfe, has 
been long Alice levied.^ 

^ You deceive yourself,^ retorted he, sternly. 
^ Think you a paltry sum of money, given to be 
wasted on the debaucheries of Charles, can atone 
for the ' death of such a man as Christian ? a 
man precious alike to heaven and to earth ? Not 
on such terms is the blood of the righteous to be 
poured forth ! Every hour^s delay is numbered 
down as adding interest to the grievous debt^ 
which will one day be required from that Ueod* 
thirsty woman.^ 

' At this moment the dbtant tread of horses was 
heard on the road on which they held this singu* 
lar dialogue^ Bridgenorth listened a moment, 
and then said, ** Forget that you have seen me 
•^Hsame tidt my name to your nearest or dearest 
— lock my counsel in your breast — pitofit by it; 
and it shall be well with you.^ 

So saying, he turned from her, and plunging 
through a gap in the fence, regained the cover of 
his own wood, along which the path still led. 

The noise of Ijorses advandng at full trot, now 
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came nearer ; and Lad j FeyetH was aware of 
several riders, whose ferms rose. iiidistiac%.0D tfe 
sMMBtt of tlie nmog ground bdimd her. : She 
became also YisiUe to them ; and one or two of 
thelbremost made towttdsher at increased specdi 
diallengiog her m they advanced with the cry 
of ^' Stand I Who goes there T Thefoi^oMM 
who came up, however^ exclaimed, '^ Mercy mk 
usyif itbenotmy lady r and Lady Peveril»a| 
the same moment, recog^uned one of her own 8o&» 
iWBts. Her husband rode upinsmediately after* 
wards, with, <^ How now. Dame Maigaret? What 
makes you afaraad so £n: fnan borne, and at an 
hour so late P"^ 

. Lady 'Feveml mentioned her vint at the cot- 
tage, but did not think it necessary to say aiigbt 
of havii^ seen Blagor Bndgcnorth ; afiraid,..it 
may be^ that har husband mSf^ be dUuaplea^ed 
with that incident 

'^ C^rity is a-fine thing, aod a faur,^ answer- 
ed Sir Greoffrey ; ^^ but I must t^ you, you do 
ill, dame, to wander about the country like a 
quackpsalver, at the caU of ertty old wom«Q yfho 
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has a cholic^fit ; wA at this time of night espe- 
dally, and whai the land isr so unsettled faeBuks.^ 

>^ I am. sorry to hear that it is so,^ said the 
lady. *< I had heard no such news.^ 

*^ News ?^ repeated Sir^ Geoffrey ; " why here 
has a new plot brokoi out ampng the Round* 
haadsy .worse than Venner^s by a butfs length ; 
and who should be so deep in it as our old neigh« 
boqr Bridgenorth ? There is search for him every 
^ere ; and I promise you^ if he is founds he is 
like to pay old isGorca*^ 

^ Then I am sinre, 1 trust he will not be 
found,^ said Lady Pevaril. 

<< Do you so P"" replied Sir Geoffrey. <^ Now I> 
on my part, hope that he: will ; and it shall not 
be mj fault if he be not ; for which effect I will 
presently ride down to MoultaiBsie, and make 
strict seard), according to my duty ; there shaU 
neither xebd nor.traitiv earth so near MarUndal^ 
Castle, that I will assure them. And you, my 
lady, be pleased for onoe to dispense with a pil^ 
lion, and get up, as you haye done befi>re, be- 
hind Saunders, who diall convey you safe home.^ 
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. The kdy obeyed in nleiice; indeed die did 
not dare to tnut her voioe in an attempt to le* 
ply, so much was she diaoonc^rted with the intel- 
ligence she had just heard. 

She rode behind the groom to the Castle, where 
she awaited in great anxiety the return of her 
husband. He came back at length ; but, to her 
great relief, without any prisoner. He then ex^ 
plained more fully than his haste had before per* 
mitted, that an. express had come down to Ches- 
terfield, with news from court of a purposed in- 
surrection amongst the old Commonwealth men, 
especially those who had served in the army ; and 
^at firidgenorth, said to be lurking in Derby- 
shire, was one ot the principal conspirators. 
. After some time, this report of a conspiracy 
iieemed to die away like many others of that pe- 
riod* The. warrants were recalled, but nothing 
more was seen or heard of Major Bridgenorth ; 
although it is probable he. might have shewn 
Jhimself as openly as many did who lay under the 
jBame circumstances tji suspicion. 

About this time also. Lady Pe veril, with many 
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tears, took a temporary leave of her soo Julian,' 
who was sent, as had long been intended, for the 
purpose of sharing the education of the young 
Earl of Derby. Although the boding words of 
Bridgenorth sometimes occurred to Lady Feve-^' 
ril^s mind, she did not suffer them to weigh with- 
her in opposition to the advantages, which the pa-^ 
tionage of the Countess of Derby secured to her 
son. ' 

The plan seemed to be in every respect suc- 
cessful ; and when, from time to time, Julian yviu 
ed the house of his father. Lady Peveril had the 
satisfaction to see him, on every occasion, impro-; 
ved in person and in manner, as well as ardent in 
the pursuit of more solid acquirements. In pro- 
cess of time, he became a gallant ai|d accom- 
pHahed youth, and travelled for some time upon 
the continent with the young Eari. This was 
the more especially necessary for the enlarging of 
their acquaintance with the world ; because the 
Countess had never appeared in London, or at 
the court of King Charles, nnce her flight to the 
Isle of Man in 1660 ; but had resided in solitary 
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and aristocratic state^ dtemately an her estates in 
England and in that island. 

This had given to the education of bodi the 
yotcing men, otherwise as excellent as the be^ 
teachers could render it, somethbg of a narrow 
and restricted chaiscter; buttfaDagkthe-diiBpo6i<« 
tion of theyooi^Eari washgbter and a^|t»e roisa^ 
tik than that of JFiifiaD, both the one aad the 
odier had profited, in a considerable degree, fay 
the op por tun ities aftmfed them* It was Lady 
Derby^s sbict injunction to her son, iiow rfatam- 
ing bom the omtineht, dttit he should not ap» 
pear.at the court d Chsrles. Bat having been 
&r some tinie of i^ge, he did not think it abao- 
lulely neoessvy^ to obey her in this pordcular ; 
and had 'ranained for some timem London, par. 
tridnip the pkasurcis of the- gay court there, wilik 
aU-ztfaekiflouir^of a young man bred up in cobb- 
jfaratire.Mdoston.-^ .•.»■: 

: : In order kaiieccmeile Ae Cbunteisi tx» tUa tin^ 
greasian 'of ' Uer jukdmrity, (for he cohtinoed id 
entertaid.fiAr hor the profodtid nespdet in which 
be hid been educated,) Lord Derby agrteed'to 
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make a long sojourn with her in her favourite 
island^ which he abandoned almost entirely to 
her management. 

Julian Peveril had spent at Martindale Castle 
a good deal of the time which his friend had be- 
stowed in London ; and at the period to which, 
passing over many years, our story has arrived, 
as it were, per saUum, they were both Uving as 
the Countesses guests, in the Castle of Rushin, 
in the venerable kingdom of Man. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Mona— long Ind from thoie wbo roua the main. 

CoLLnw. 



The Ide of Man, in the midst of the seveii- 
teenth oenturj, was something very different, as 
a place of residence, bom what it is now. Men 
had not discovered its merit, as a jUaoe of oocs- 
sional refuge fiom the storms of life, and the so- 
ciety to be there met with was of a very uniform 
tenor. There ware no smart fellows, whcHn for- 
tune had tumbled from the seat of their ba- 
iouche&-H(io plucked pigeons, or winged rooks 
— no disappointed speculators — no nuned mi- 
ners—in shfflrt, no one worth talking to. The 
society of the island was limited to the na- 
tives themselves, and a few merchants, who lived 
by contraband trade. The amusements were 

8 
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rare and moBotmious, and the mercurial yoiing 
Earl was soon heartily tired of his dominioiis. 

Julian was seated in the deep recess which led 
to a latticed window of the Old Castle ; and^ 
with his arms crossed, and an ahr of profound 
contemplation, n^as surveyisg the long, perspec- 
tive of ocean, which rolled its successive waves 
up to the foot of the rock on which the ancient 
pile is founded. The Earl was suffering under 
the infliction of ennui— 4iow looking into a vo* 
lume of Homer-*HQow whistling — now swinging 
on his chair— BOW traversing the room— tiM, at 
length, his attention became swallowed up in 
admiration of the tranquillity of his companion 

*^ King of Men T he said, repeating the fa« 
vourite epithet by which Homer describes Aga^ 
memnon,— ^^ I trust, for the old Greek^s sake, he 
had a merrier office than being King of Man— 
Most philosophical Julian, will nothing rouse thee 
—-not even a bad pun on my own royal dignity fT 
: *^ I wish you would be n little more the King 
in Man,^^ said Julian, starting from his reverie, 
*^ and then you would find more amusement in 
your dominions.*" 

VOL.1. B 
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: ^* What ? dedmme that royal Senhramis my 
mother,^ said the young lord, *^ who has as much 
pleaauce in playing Queen as if she were a real 
Sovereign?'*! wonder you can giye me such 
counsel.'* 

- ^* Your mother, as you well know, my dear 
Derby, would be delighted, did you take any 
interest in the affairs of the island.** 

^^ Ay, truly, she would permit me to be King ; 
but she would choose to remain Viceroy over 
me* Why, die would only gain a subject the 
flkire, by my converting my spare time, which 
ia so very valuable 4o me, to the cares of roy* 
al^. No, no, Julian, she thinks it power, to 
direct all the. petty affairs of these poor Manx- 
men ; and, thinking it power, she finds it plea- 
sure. I shall not interfere, unless the hold a 
high court of justice agun. I cannot afford to 
pay another fine to my brother. King Charleft— 
But I forget-^tfaia is a sore point with you.^ 

'* With the Countess, at least,^ replied Julian ; 
*^ and I wonder you will speak of it.^ 
.. ^ Why, I bear no malice against the poor 
man^s memory any more than yoursdf, though 
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I have not the same leasons for holding k in 
veneration,'' replied the Earl of Derby ; ^ and 
yet I have aome respect fot it too. I remember 
their bringing him out to die— It was the first 
holiday I ever had in my life, and I heartily wish 
it had b^en on some ottier account^ * 

*^ I would rather hear you speak of any thing 
else, my lord,'' stud Julian. 

" Why, there it goes," answered the Eari ; 
^^ whenever I talk of any thing that puts you on 
your metal, and warms your blood, that runs as 
cold as a mer-man^s-^o use a simile of this hap- 
py isknd-^Hey pass ! you press me to change 
the subject. — Well, what shall we talk of P-r- 
O, Julian, if you had not gone down to earth 
yourself among the castles and caverns of Der- 
byshire, we should have had enough of delici- 
ous topics — the play-houses, Julian*— Both the 
King's house and the Duke's-^Louis's establish- 
ment is a jest to them ;— and the Ring in the 
Park, which beats the Corso at Naples-^-and the 
beauties, who beat the whole workL" 

" I am very willing to hear you speak on the 
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subject, my lord,*" answered Julian ; ^< the less 
I have seen of tbe London world myself, the 
more I am like to be amused by your account 
of it'' 

^ Ay, my fiiend— but where to be^ ?-^with the 
wit of Buckingham, and Sedley, and Etherege, 
or with the grace of Harry Jermyn— the courte- 
sy ci the Duke of Monmouth, or with tbe love- 
liness of La Belle Hamilton-*of the Ducbesi^ of 
Richmottd-^-of Lady , the peiison of Boxa- 
lana, the smairt humour of Mrs Nelly ' ^ 
- ^^ Or what say you to the bewitching sorceries 
of Lady Cynthia ?** demanded his companion. 

'* Faith, I would have kept these to myself, 
to follow your prudent example. But since you 
ask me, I fairly own I cannot tell what to say of 
them ; only I think of them twenty times as often 
as aU the beauties I have spoke of. And yet she 
is neither the twentieth part so beautiful as the 
plainest of these court beauties, nor so witty as 
the dullest I have named, nor so modish — that 
is the great matter-— as the most obscure. I can- 
not tell what makes me doat on her, except that 
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she is as capricious as her whole sex put toge- 
ther;' 

\^ That I should think a small recommenda- 
tion,^^ answered -his companion. 

" Small, do you term it,'' answered the Earl, 
*^ and write yourself a brother of the angle ? 
Why, which like you best P to pull a dead 
strain on a miserable gudgeon, which you draw 
ashore by main force, as the fellows here tow 
in their fishing-boats— or a lively salmon, that 
makes your rod 9rack, and your line whistle- 
plays you ten thousand mischievous pranks-^ 
wearies your heart out with hopes and fears— - 
and is only laid panting on the bank^ after you 
have shewn the most unmatchable display of 
skill, patience, and dexterity?— -But I see you 
havQ a mind to go on angling after your own old 
fashion. Off laced coat, and on brown jerkin ;— 
lively colours scare fish in the sober waters of 
the Isle of Man ; — ^faith, in London you will 
catch few^ unless the bait glistens a little. But 
you a/re going ? — well, good luck to you. I will 
take to the barge ; — the sea and windare less in- 
constant than the tide you have embarked on."' 
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*' Yoa kave learned to say all these moBett 
things in London, my lord,^ answered Julian ^ 
*< \hA we shall hsre you a penitent for them, if 
Lady Cynthia be of my mind. Adieu, and 
pleasure till we meet.^ 

The young men parted accordingly; and while 
the Earl betook him to his pleasure voyage, Ju- 
lian, as bis friend had prophesied, assumed the 
diess of one who means to amuse himself with 
aagling^ The hat and feather were exchai^ed 
ibr a cap of grey cloth ; the deeply-laced cloak 
and doublet for a simple jacket of the same co- 
lour, with hose conforming; and finally, with 
rod in hand, and panier at his back, mounted 
upon a handsome Mamc poney, young Pereril 
rode briskly awer the country which divided him 
from one of those beautiful streams, that de. 
seend to the sea from the £irk-Merl^h moun- 
lains. 

Ha^ing^ reached die spot where he meant to 
eommence his day^s sport, Julian let his little 
steed graze, which, accustomed to the situa- 
tion, followed him like a dog ; and now and 
then^ when tired of picking herbage in the valley 
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through which the stream wmded, came near lus 
master^s side, and, as if he had been axuriouft 
amateur of the sport, gazed on the trouts as Ju^ 
lian brought thetn stru^Gng to the shore. But 
FairjV master shewed, on that day, little of the 
patience of a real angler, and took no beed iot 
old Isaac Walton^d recommendation, to fish the 
streams incb by inch. He chose, indeed^ with 
an anglerV eye, the most promising casts, where 
the stream broke qMurkling oyer a stone, affiird^ 
ing the wonted shelter to a trout ; or where^ 
gliding away from a rippling current to a stiU 
eddy, it streamed under the projecting bank^ 
or dashed from the pool of some low cascade^ 
By this judicious selection of spots whereon to 
employ his art, the sportsman'^s basket was soon 
sufficiently heavy, to shew that his occupation 
was not a mere pretext; and so soon as this was 
the case, he walked briskly up the glen, only 
making a cast from time to time, in case of his 
being observed from any of the neighbouring 
heights. 

It was a little green and rocky valley tlurough 
which the brook strayed, v^ lonely^ although 
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the alight tiad^ of an unfonaoed road ahewed that 
it was oocasioiiall J traversed^ and that it was not 
altogether void of inhabitants. As Feveril ad- 
Tanced still £uther, the right bank reached to 
some dsstanoe fitom the stream, leading a piece 
of meadow ground, 4he Jower pari of which be- 
ing dose Co the brook, was entirely coveared with 
rieh heibage ; bong, posably, oocaaonally irri- 
gated by its o¥etflow. The Ugjher part of the 
level ground afforded a stance for an cdd house, 
of a singular sIructuBe, with a terraced gardoi, 
and a oultivated field or two beside it» . In f(Nr- 
mer times, a Danidi or Norwegian fiutness had 
stood here, <»lled the Black-fort, from the co- 
lour of a *huge heathy hill, which, rising be- 
hind the building, appeared to be the boundary 
of the valley,' and to afford the source of the 
brook. But the oii^nal structure had been long 
demolished, «s, indeed, it }Mt>bably only con. 
sisted of dry stones, and its :niatefia1s had been 
applied to the construction of the present man- 
sion— -the work of some churchman, . during 
the »xteenth century,, as was evident from the 
huge stone»wwk of its windows, which scarce 
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left room for light to pass through, as well as 
from two or three heavy buttresses, which pro- 
jected from the front of the house, and exhibited 
on their sur&ce little nidies for images. These 
had been carefully destroyed, and pots of flowers 
were placed in the niches in their stead, besides 
their being ornamented by. creeping plants of va- 
rious kinds, fandfully twined around them. The 
garden was also in good order ; and though the 
spot was extremely solitary, there was about it 
altogether an air of comfort, accommodation, 
and even elegance, by no means generally charac- 
teristic of the halntations of the island at that 
time. 

With much circumspection, Julian Peveril ap- 
proadied the low <3rothic porch, which defended 
the entrance of the mansion from the tempests in- 
<ndait to its situation, and was, like the buttresses, 
overrun with ivy and other creeping plants. An 
iron ring, ccmtrived so as when drawn up and 
down to rattle agiunst the bar of notched iron 
through which it was suspended, served the pur- 
pose of a ^knocker ; and to this he applied him- 
self, though with the greatest precaution. 
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He received no answer for some time) and m^ 
deed it seemed as if the house was totally ubiq^ 
habited ; when^ at length, his impatieiice getting 
the upper hand, he tried to open the door, and 
as it was only upon the latch, very easily sue* 
ceeded. He passed through a little low-arched 
ball, the upper end of whidi was occupied by a 
stakcase, and tunnng to the left, opened the door 
of a eummer parlour, wainsootted with black oak, 
and vevy «n»ply fumidied with cfaania and tables 
of the same materials ; the former cushioned with 
leather. The apartment was gloomy— one<^ those 
itone-shafted windows which we have mentioned, 
with its small latticed panes, and thick garland of 
foliage, admitting but an impofect light. 

Over the chimney-piece (which was of the same 
masave materialswitfa the panroDing of the apart. 
ment,)was the onlyomamentof the room; aptunU 
ing, a«nely, representing an officer in the milita- 
ry dress of the Civil Wars ; ihe short band which 
hung down on the cuirass — ^bis orange-coloured 
scarf, but above aU, the sbortness of his close-cut 
bair, shewing evidently to which of the great par- 
ties he had belonged Hisrigfathandrei^iedonthe 
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hilt of his sword ; and in the left he beid a small 
Bible, bearing the iim;riptioii, ** In hoc signo.^ 
The cooBtenance was of an olive complexion, 
witli deep black eyes, and an oval form of faee--^ 
one of those physiognomies, to which, though not 
otherwise nnpleasing, wenatnrailly attach theideti 
c^ meiancbol J and of misfortune. Apparently it 
was well known to Julian Peveril ; for, after ha-^ 
ving looked at it for a long time, he could not 
forbear muttering aloud, ^^ What would I give 
that that man had never been born, or that he 
still lived r 

** How now— how is this ?" said a female, who 
entered the room as he uttered this reflection; 
** You here. Master Peveril, in spite of all the 
warnings you have had ? You here, in the pos- 
session of folk^s house when they are abroad', 
and talking to yourself, as I shall warrant P"*^ 

" Yes, Mistress Deborah,^ send Peveril, " I 
am here once more, as you see, against every 
prohibition, and in defiance of all danger.—* 
Where is Alice ?'' 

"Where you will never see her. Master Ju*. 

19 
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lUn— you may satisfy yoursdf of that,^ answer- 
ed Mistiess Deborah, for it was that respectable 
gouyernante ; and smking down at the same time 
upon one of the large leathern chairs^ she began 
to fan herself with her handkerchief, and com- 
plain of the heat in a most ladylike fashion. 

In £tct. Mistress Debbitch, while her exterior 
intimated m consideiable change of condition for 
the better, and her countenance shewed the less 
fiEivouraUe effects of the twenty years which had 
passed oyer her head, was in mind and manners 
yery much what she had been when she battled 
the opinions of Madam Ellesmere at Martindale 
Castle. In a word, she was self-willed, obstinate, 
and 4»quettish as eyer, otherwise no ill-disposed 
person. Her present appearance was that of a 
woman of the better rank. From the sobriety 
of the fashion of her dress, and the uniformity 
of its colours, it was plain she belonged to scmie 
sect which condeomed superfluous gaiety in 
attire ; but no rules, not those of a nunnery 
or of a quaker^'s society, can preyent a little 
coquetry in that particular, where a woman is 
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desirous of being supposed to retain some claim 
to personal attention. AU Mistress Deborah^s 
garments were so arraaeed as might best set 

indicated ease and good^ cheer—* who called her- 
self five-and-thirty, and was well' entitled, if she 
had a mind, to call herself twelve or fifteen years 
oldisr. 

Julian was under the necessity of enduring 
all her tiresome and fantastic airs, and awaiting 
with patience till she had ^^ prinked herself and 
jnnned herseir^--*flunglier hoods backhand drawn 
them forward — snuffed at a little bottle of es- 
sences— closed her eyes like a dying fowl— turned 
them up like a duck in a thunder-storm ; when 
at length, having exhausted her round of mmau- 
derieSf she condescended to open the oonversationSr 

^^ These walks will be the death of me,^ she saidy 
<^ and all on your account. Master Julian Feve^- 
ril ; for if Dame Christian should learn that you 
have chosen to make your vmts to her niece, I 
promise you Mrs AKce would be soon obliged to 
find pther quarters, and so shooild I.*^ 

17 
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** Come DOW, Mistress Debcurah, be good-ba« 
mouredy^ §aid Julian ;. *^ consider, was not all 
this intimacy of ours of your own makii^ ? Did 
you not make yourself known to me the very first 
time I strolled up this glaoi with my fishing-rody 
and tell me that you were my £Mrmer keeper, and 
ihat Alice had been my little play-fellow ? And 
what could there be more natural, than that I 
should come back and see two such agreeable 
persons as often as I could ?^ 

^< Yes,^ said Dame Deborah ; << but I did not 
bid you fall in love with us though, or propose 
such a matter as marriage either to Alice or my« 
self." 

*^ To do you justice, you never did, Deborah/" 
answered the youth ; ^' but what of that ? Such 
ihings will come out befcxe one is aware. I am 
sure you must have heard such proposals fifty 
times when you least expected them.^ 

^^ Fie, fie, fie, Master Julian Pereiil,^ said the 
gouvemante ; '^ I would have you to know that 
1' have always so behaved myself, that the best 
of the land would have thought twice of it ; and 
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have very well considered both what he was go- 
ing to say, and how he was going to say it, be- 
fore he came out with such proposals to me.^ 

" True, true, Mistress Deborah,** continued 
Julian ; ^* but all the world have not your dis- 
cretion. Then Alice Bridgenorth is a child— a 
mere child ; and one always asks a baby to be 
one^s little wife, you know. Come, I know you 
will forgive me. Thou wert ever the best natu- 
red, kindest woman in the world; and you know 
you have said twenty times we were made for 
each other.** 

** O no, Master Julian Peveril ; no, no, no !** 
ejaculated Deborah. ^^ I may indeed have said 
your estates were bom to be united ; and to be 
sure it is natural to me, that come of the old 
stock of the honest yeomanry of Peveril of the 
Peak*s estate, to wish that it was all within the 
ring fence again ; which sure enough it might be, 
were you to marry Alice Bridgenorth. But then 
there is the knight your father, and my lady 
your mother ; and there is her father, that is half 
crazy with his religion ; and her aunt^ that wears 
eternal black grogram for that unlucky Colonel 
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Christian ; and there is the Countess of Detby, 
that would serve us all with the same sauce if we 
were thinking of any thing that would diqplease 
her. And besides all that, you have broke your 
word with Mistress Alice, and erery thing is 
oyer between you ; and I am of opinicMi it is quite 
right it should be all orer. And perhaps it may be. 
Master Julian, that I should have thought so a 
long time ago, before a child like Alice put it 
into my head ; but I am so good-natured."^ 

No flatterer like a lovor, who wishes to carry 
his point 

^' You are the best-natured, kindest creature in 
the world, Deborah.-^ut you have never ae&i 
the ring I bought for you at Paris. Nay, I will 
J>ut it on your finger myself; — what 1 your fos- 
ter-soD, whom you loved so well, and took such 
careof ?** 

He easily succeeded in putting a pretty ring 
of gold, with a humorous affectation of gal- 
lantry, on the fat finger of Mistress Deborah Deb- 
bitch. Her^s was a soul of a kind often to be 
met with, both among the lower and higher vul- 
gar, who, without being, on a broad scale, ac-. 



ot6fllbl» ci bribcfft ^r ^kxttijMioa^ ai'e ttev^rtheteiM 
mutk duid^d «o {)erquitiilei, abd cotiridi^rabty 
bMMd b tKidir lite t^ duty, though perhiip^ hi« 
sensibly, by the love of petty observances, petty 
pfesentB, add Uivkt eofflplimentn. Miilfar^ss Deb- 
biltth turned the tixkg tound, and tt>utid, attd 
round, and ikt length satd, in a ifrfiisper, << Well, 
Master Julian Peveril, it AgatS^ nothing deny- 
ing any thing to such a young gentleman as you, 

for young genslem^n ar^ idways to obstitiate ! 
and so I ttiAy as welt tdl.you, thM Mistress AUoe 
walked back tMett Eirk-Trul^h along with me, 
just now, and entered di^ htese at th« Mme time 
with myself.'' 

^ Why did ytyu bot tell m^ «o hetiae P'* said 
Julian, starting up ; ** where— where is she r^ 

'* You had better adc why I tell you so now. 
Master Julian,"" said Banie l>eborah ; ** for I 
promise you, it is against her e^tpress commands ; 
and I would not have told you, had you not look- 
ed so pitiful ;^-but as for seeing you, that she 
will not — and she is in her own bod-room, with 
a good oak docnr diut and bolted upcm heiw«.that 

VOL. I. s 
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IS one oopB&rt-rAad sq» a&for imy breddb of 
tiwt on my piurt— I {MxHnise you the little sauey 
mmx giYes it no loss natne^t b.quite impoasl* 
Ue.^ 

^^ Do not 8iiy 8o, Deborahs-only go«-HHily 
tty^Htell her to hear me— tell her I have a huflb* 
dred excuses for disobeying her comntands— -tell 
her I have no doubt to g^ over all obstacles at 
Martindale Castle.^ 

^ Nay'» I tell you it is all in vain^^ replied the 
dame. *' When I saw your cap and rod lying 
in the hall, I did but say, ' there he is iigain,** 
and she ran up the stairs like a young de^; and 
I heard key turned, and bolt shot, ere I could 
say a single "word to. stop. her«— I marvel you 
heard her not.* 

'^ It was because I am, as I ever was, an owl — 
a di^araiBg fool^ who let all those golden nunutes 
pate, which my. luckless life holds out to me so 
rarely. — ^Wdl — tell her I go— go for everr-go 
where she will hear no more. of ni&— where no. 
one shall hear mpre of me."^ 

*^ O, the Father !'^ said the dame, ^^ hear how 

3 
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te talks !-«What Will bto>m0 of Sir Geoffrey, Bad 
your mother, aiid otmdyond of the Countead, if 
you were to go so far as you talk pf ? And what 
would become of po6r Alice too ? for I will be 
sworn she likes you better than she says, and I 
know she u^ to »t and look the way that you 
use to come up the stream, and now and then a^k 
me if the morning was good for fishing. And all 
the while you were on the Continent, ad they call 
it^ she scarcely smiled onoe, unless it was when 
she got these two beautiful long letters about fa* 
reign parts.'* 

^^ Friendship, Dame Deborah-^-only friend- 
ship— cold and calm remembrance of one who, 
by your kind permission, stole in on your soli- 
tude now and then, with news from the living 
world without.— Once, indeed, I thought — ^but 
it is all over— farewell.'* 

So saying, he covered his face with one hand, 
and extended the other, in the act of bidding 
adieu to Dame Debbitch, whose kind heart be- 
came unable to withstand' the dght of his afflic- 
tion. 

'^ Now, do not be in such haste,** she said ; 



fn Pft^lElllL C^ "TUk f SAT. 

<« I #|ll gi0 ii)[> Mgidn^ Add uU hmr how it Utalids 
Mtb jrM, atfid bring h«r dowli^ If it ia uk mmam^ 
p9imT le dd Iti"* 

A«d go feayitigv fche kft^e ajMutoMit koA nm 
lip itftinu. 

Julkti F^erd, flBtittiiwbiltf^ paced thd iqjMiu 
iB«iit in gf«tit a^tatioil^ n^tin^ the raeceft of 
jDebOHkh'tf itttefteeflioti i uid she wmaiiiei kttig 
elttM^ abfeeAt til givfe M tilM to ttplftb^ in ii 
AiMi ]«tftNipegt| thb ^blHliihMillMl^^ 
t^ hk {Mteaidfit ntuiltioll* 
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CHAPTER %ix: 



Ah me ! for aught that ever I could read, 

The CQurse 9f true love never did run Rmooth I 

AMmmmar Nigkff Dream, 



7he celebrated fiaawge wbicb ve hftve poet 
ftud to this chapter^ liafi» fike moat <diaer7«taMiff 
of the sane auibcur, its foundatioi^ in iieal j^fcpeb 
rienae. The peri^ mt wbieh Java is bU ynoii 
stiongly, if celdom that a( whk^b thare ia vmA 
prospaot of if • beicig brought to a h^ppjr iasua* 
Thaalate of avtifiml aooiety oppofias many oomr 
j^cated phBtiuctums to ear)y mBma§i» i aoii ih? 
d^moe is rary gi^t» that sudi ^Jpiteclas p9ov» 
iaaunaQouatable. In fine, tbene im fair ipaa iib$i 
dofiot look hadi in «9anA to ao^ pitifiod of tfiwr. 
yiMitb, jl^ifili a aiaaai a nA isyivty affapt^on mm 
repulsed, or ^tvayed| or bfMMMie ahmtiira fnno 
opposii^ cii»uqiflt|aifias^ It is ihafse iitlJe pas- 
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sages of secret history, which leave a tinge of 
romance in every bosom, scarce permitting us, 
even in the most busy or the most advanced pe- 
riod of life, to listen with total indifference to a 
tale of true love. 

Julian Peveril had so fixed his afleetions, as 
to ensure the fullest share of that <^f)osition 
which early attachments are so apt to encounter. 
Yet nothing so natural as that he should have 
done sa In early youth, Dame Deblntch had 
aoflidentaDy mat with the son of her first po- 
troness^and who had hinMNif been her earliest 
ohoige, fishing in the fittle hiook already no* 
deed, whidi watered the valky in whidi she re- 
sided with Alice Bndgenorth. The dame^a oii^ 
riostty eudiy discoNr^ned whohe was; and be^idet 
the interest which penonstnhercoodilioniiftuaL 
ly take in llie young people who have been an- 
der their diarge, she was delighted with the op 
portuoi^ to talk about former times— -about 
Martindale Castle, and firiends theie-Hdiout Sir 
GreoflRrey and his good lady^^Huid aowynd then, 
about Lance Ooteam, the park«.keeper« 

Ttie mere pleasure of 
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would scarce have had power enough to induce 
Jttlian to repeat his* visits to the lonely glen; 
but- D4bora:h had a com))amon— a lovely girl^-^ 
bred in solkude, and in the quiet and unpretend- 
ing tastes which ^litude encourages-— spirited 
abb and inquisitive, and listening, with a laugh- 
ing cheek, and an eager eye, to every tale which 
the youiig angler brought from the town and 
castle. 

The visits of Julian to the Black-Port were 
only occasional^-sso far Dame Peborah' shewed 
common sense^-^which was, perhaps, insjured by 
the apprehension of lo^ng her placed in case of 
discovery. She had^ indeed, great confidence in 
the strong and rooted belief— amounting almost 
to superstition— wbich Major Bridgenorth en- 
tertained, that his daughter's continued health 
oould only be ensured, by her continuing under 
the charge of one who had acquired Lady Peve- 
ril^s supposed skill in treating those subject to 
such ailments. This belief Dame D^rah had 
improvedt# the utmost of her simple cunning,—- 
always speaking in something of an oracular tone, 
upon the subject of her chargers health, and hint- 
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ing aicanrnkmy^bm^m mles uMavwiiy toooiWQr 
ta»i it in ^e pw«nt fuTonntlile $^9t$^ 3^^ hud 
aywied biMWtf of tbift iirtifioe^ tQ prqw^ 

Blo^knFxirt I lor it wnorigauJly |(UJQr Bridgi^ 
noithV rff9<d|itiaii, Ibit by ^IMU^Ier, «^4 b«ir 
fguvOTiiipi^ fb^wld V9914W HPidf^ 

widow of the iiiifortuiiate(>>l<Hiel Christian* But 

^ liidy wa« Imkm d^iro iifitb irwM^ini i|ge, 
hrouglit OR by sorfow; wdt in % it^aFK YWU 
which ]Mbyor BridK^^rth «|i4#.ti> tbe isbm^* hit 
WM ^ly pwTailed on to cqos^d^ her homie ^ 
Kirk^Tniagbs w.^ ▼^ 4^e«rlfai Trri<toaQ^> for 
his daughter* Daoe Dfibonibj wba lofig^ for 
doia^stic iiidep9ndeiici^ wtm ciusful to iiici^^a«e 
this ianprefwn by idmrmiiig h^ patxorTfi fefors 
QQ aopouqt of Alic^> health. > ^* The miiuuw of 
Kirl^Truflf b vtoo^* she 8aid» much exposed ta 
the Scdltigh wix4h which opuld not bat be cold, 
49 they«eJM f rom il cfui^try where there was ioe 
and WQw at Midsuiaoier.^ Jn short, she pievaiW. 
ed^ and was p^l ioto fuU powseswo of Black-* 
F<Mrt, a boaee which^ as weU as Kirk*Tjrii(Kh> 



Pf:v«9lll4 OF THP PEAICt ^l 

hekiii|[Qd fQr«^r]y to ChriitiiWa m^ now t^ hU 

S^il}, bofraver, il wag ^conpd m tbfi gQitt 
ii^r^^nte 0^ Im <^ge, to TiflH SSrluTrmigh 
ff pm tiiP9 4q timft apcL to cmsider ^eftmhm m 
iiad^r tbe mf^iagfini^t and guwdi^sbip of Mii^ 
trf 89 C^i^ti^Q^a itnte of ^ul^ectioni th^ MfHA 
oC ^hidi Df^bprab Qfid^avoiirad to lea^ei^ by a^^ 

suming as mpcb firapdom of copduct 4a sba foh- 

sibly 4aredi upd^r the influeni^j doQb4ffs,'Of 
th^ fiaiBQ {eelu)gs of indepiindaoce whnsh indi»a?d 
bar, at Martiodal^-Hallf to apuri^ tb^ ad^f of 

It ivi^ tbia geoaroHs dispoaitiw to defy ooqw 
tipl wbioh ipducad ber to procura for Alice, 
«aoretIy, aoma waaos of adui^tiioiii wbidi tho 
star^ gapiiia of pt^ritao^ wpuld bava proscribed. 

Sba yeQtur^d to bftva bar aba^ga taMgbt lall^io^ 
iMiy, av^p dapciog ( apd tba pfptura of tba rtarn 
Colonal CbriHiao tcaniblad ^ tba w^iiMcot wbara 
it WAS soapaDd0d, wbila tb^ fylphilika iam of 
Aliaa» wmJ tba subataotial paraoo ^f Qao^ I>a«- 
borabt wacutad Fraocb ch0¥^00 and borie^^ to 
tba aouod of a small kit? wbi^b sap^aipc4 updar 
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the bow of MoiMteur de IKgal, tutlf sinoggler; 
half dancing-master. This abomination reached 
the eaiB of the ColoneI\i widow, and by her was 
communicated to Bridgenorth, whose sudden ap- 
pearance in the ishmd shewed the impcMrtanoe be 
attached .to the communication. Had she been 
fittthless to her own cause, that had been the fai^ 
test hour of Mistress Deborah^s adnunistmtioii. 
But she retreated into her 8trong4i6ld. 
• ^< Dancing,^ die said, ^ was exercisei r^[ulfr- 
ted and timed by muac ; and it stood to reason, 
that k must be the best of aH exercise finr a deK> 
cate person, especially as it could be taken with* 
in doors, and in all states of the weather.^ 

Bridgenorth listened, with a clouded and- 
thoughtful brow, when, in exemplification of her 
doctrine. Mistress Deborah, who was no coi^ 
temptible performer on the viol, began to jangle 
Sellenger'^s Round, and commanded Ali6e to- 
dance an old English measure to die tune. As 
the half-bashful, .half-smiling girl, about four- 
teen, fer such was her age, moved gracefully to 
the music, the father^s eye unav<Mdably followed 
the light spring of her step, and marked with 



t- 
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joy the rising colour in her cheek. Wfaeki the 
dance was dver, he folded her in Iiis aniis^' smooth- 
ed' her somewhat disordered locks with afathier^s 
afRectionate hand, ttniled, kissed her bi?bw, tfid 
took his leave, without one angle word Airther 
interdicting the exercise of dancing. Hie did not 
himself communicate the result of his visit at'the 
Black-Fort to Mistress Christian, but she was 
not long of learning it, by the triumpti of Dame 
Deborah on her next visit *. ' - 

' « ^^. It is well,^ said the stem old lady ; '^ my 
brotb^ Btidgenorthhath permitted you to make 
a Herodias of Alice, and teach her dmcing. You 
have Mly now to find her a pattneir for life^-^i 
A^i neither meddle nor make more in their aC* 
fairs.'* 

' In fa&t,' the trium|>h of Dame Deborah, or 
rather of Dame Nature, on this occasion, had 
more important effects than, the former had ven- 
tured to anticipate; for Mistress Christian, 
though she received with all formality the format 
visitd of the gouvemante and ber cfaafge^ seemed 
thenceforth so much petted with the isi»ie of her 
remonstrance, upon the enormity of her niece 
dancing to a little fiddle, that she appeared to 
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DdbhiiBh and AUob to inanaffft both ftdn<atfifin 

giwUj i«teiffffeda«miqli il^ 

li v^^ w tto iiid^povdMt «Mt9 thiA 4mv 
liv^» wbMi JuUm fi<Yt vi^ifid |lM? biibiMt^& 
•nd.litf wM.tlie mibev onMUifCnA (9^ <la no l^r 
fiamt D^lMNk, iJiiiiiS^e Wfiev^ \m to b^ ^M 

of the Utt fk^lWttft 19 Ae wojetd iFJlh vboKiMkt^ 
Christian would have dwroi b^v nteoa tQ b# «(» 
qiiamtedr^^e hapfiy^nfit of wptijidMitiaii f pper- 
Mding, viih Dana Qehorah, » thia^ » mjsAvp 
oecasioiHL all ooDflidfiBaSiaR of Iha fitncaa of Ihuurs^ 
She did iiot act altogether wilhoiit primutiw 
neither* Bhewasawanrdie.hadtoguMdlli^miif 
against any reviving interest on the part of Milh 
tre^^ Chrialian, but agmtt the fluddrn lyqrivfil of 
Major Bridgeneirtb, vhp aoy^ failai tnf# in lh^ 
year to make his appoaraofia at tbt fil^k- Vf^ 
when leaat expeeted, and to rmmn th^re ^ # 
&wday«. I^anae Debbittth» ibeBe&i«^ »ii?|ted pf 
Julian, that hb viaiis abonld he feir and &r b^n 
tween ; that ho thottU ooQck^omd to fm^ |^ A 
lehition of her ovn^ in tha eyes of tm»/)gmm^% 
Manks girb and a lad, who formed h^r ^stf^iab* 



mml ; ^nd that ht^ should alumys a{lpeftr in his 
angla^'d di*es<) i»^ tcrf* t&e ftim{de L&itghiak dr 
buff>c6louted W(H)1 6f the kland, whleh i« uoi 
subjected td dyi^iiig. By t&ei» {»%liailtlbiils ih« 
thought his intinidey $x th« Blaoki-Port WduM lia 
entirely untk^ltlo^d, m* coHBidered us ionttaittriiity 
while, itt die meaa whik, it fumkbtd ttuti^h aiims9i> 
m^t t^ h<^ di^f g9 tiind h^siedf, 

lllis WHS nccofdil^gly the t$lis§ dtkritlg Att 
eitriiet pan of thmf M^ti^nl^i ^hH^ Jttfidn 
wa« A lad, ekiA Alice ii girl tWo Of three y^ri 
yidutigi^f^ But ad th« lid i^hot np to yduth, and 
Iht} gitl to womtkhboDd^ e^n IMme iMMdrah 
Debbittih'is Judgment «ii# dAtig^ i& thek coti>. 

tinued il^titnslCsyi She took tttt OppontHliiy 10 
dem)))auliitote to JOlittli who Mil« Bvldgefionh ac- 
tually WAS) A^ the pecuUiit tiift^mstaiibos which 
plAbed discoM betw^^en theiy fafthefs^ H^h«atd 
t\iie stof^ t^ their qtitfttM with luttvost imd sur^ 
pride, ftn* he hitd t)iily reirtd«d oetAfiio^Ally at 
MartifidAle Gitsitle, and the tsobjeei of Bridg«« 
north's (\vtam\ with his ftth^r hdd Mr^ been 
mentioned in his pres^vc^. ftis imagination 
caught 9ite at the sparks afforded by this i^ngillar 
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tUXFf ; and, far fipam ^omplyuig iHth tb^ pra- 
dient MnonstFg&ce of Dame Deborah, atfd gra.- 
dually /estrmgi^g bimadf iiom Ifae Blatk-Fopl 
and its fair iamate, he fiankly dedaved, he ttm^ 
aidei^edhia intimacy) there so caauaUycoamieBOBd^ 
as tntimating the wilt of Heaven, that Alke and 
he weie. designed Ibr eadi otha*, in spite of ererjr 
obstacle which pasaon.or prejudice could raia^ 
up betwixfc them. They had been companioiis 
in infiuiqr; and a little ^certicMi of m^nory ena« 
bled him to recal his childish grief for the unex^ 
pected and sudden disappearance of his fi$tle 
companion^ whom he was destined again to meet 
with in the early Uoom of opening beauty, in a 
country whidi was foreign to them both; 

Dame Deborah was confounded at the ooose. 
quenees of bar oommunicati<m>. which had th^is 
l^wn into a flame the passbn whi«^ she hoped 
it would have either prevented o^ extinguished. 
She bad not the sort of head which resists the mas- 
culine |m4 energetic r^Bonstrances of passionate 
attachment, whether addressed to her cm her own 
account, or on behalf of another. She lamented, 
and wcmdered, ami ended her feeble (^position, by 
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w^pii^f ^d dyiopathiziQg, and consenting to al- 
Iqm the continuance of Julian'^s visits, providing 
be was only to address himself to Alice in the capa- 
city of a friend ; for the world, she would consent 
to nothing more. She was not, however, so simple, 
but that she also had her forebodings of the de- 
signs of Providence on this youthful couple ; for 
certainly they could not be more formed to be 
united than the good estates of Martindale and 
Moultrassie. 

Then came a long sequence, of reflections. 
Martindale Castle wanted but some repairs to 
be almost equal to Chalsworth. The Hall might 
be allowed to go to ruin ; or, what would be bet- 
ter, when.Sir Geoflfrey's time came, (for the good 
kni^t had* seen service, and must be breaking 
now,) the HaU would be a good dowry-house, 
to which niy lady and £llesmere might retreat ; 
while (emp;ress of tl)e still-room, and queen of 
the pwtry,) Mistress Deborah I>ebbitch should 
reign housekeeper at the Castle, and extend, per- 
haps, the crown-matrimoqial to Lance Outram, 
proyidipg he was not become too qld, too fat, or 
too fond of ale. 
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Stldi were the sbothfaig vinons under the in. 
flueno^ of irhich the duttie conoived At an attach- 
ment, whiehluUed also to pleasing dreams, though 
6f a charai^tet so difib%nt, her chai^ and her 
riflitant 

The tisita oP the young angler became mcnre 
and mim^ fiequent i and the embarrassed Debo* 
rah, though foii»*ing att the dangers of dkecv 
very, and the additkmal risk of an etftlatiatkm 
betwixt Alice and Julian, which muM necesi&afi^ 
ly tender their relative situation so much more 
delicate, felt completely overborne by the entbu« 
siasm of the young lover, and wfts compdUed to 
let matters take thdir coafse^ 

The depai^ture of Julian for the continent ia^ 
terrupted the course of his intimacy at the Black-- 
Fort, and while it relieved the dder of its inmates 
from much intettial apprehension, spteaill an air 
of languor and dejection oveif the couitenance of 
th& youngef , which, at BiMgenorth^s liext visit to 
the Isle of Man, renewed all his terrota lor his 
daughter's constitutional malady. 

Deborah promij^ fiathfuUy she should look 
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better the next morning, and she kept her word. 
She had retained in her possession for some time 
a letter which Julian had, by some pmate con« 
veyance, sent to her charge, for his youthful 
friend. Deborah had dreaded the consequences 
of delivering it as a billet-douic, but, as in the 
case of the dance, she thought there could be no 
harm in administeringit as a remedy. 

It had complete elFect ; and next day the 
cheeks of the maiden had a tinge of the rose, 
which so much delighted her father, that as he 
mounted his horse he flung his purse into Debo- 
rah'^s hand, with the desire she should spare no- 
thing that could make herself and his daughter 
happy, and the assurance that she had his full 
confidence. 

This expresfflon of liberality and confidence 
from a man of Major Bridgenorth^s reserved and 
cnutious disposition, gave full plumage to Mis- 
tress Deborah^s hopes ; and emboldened her not 
only to deliver another letter of Julian's to the 
young lady, but to encourage more boldly and 
freely than formerly the intercourse of the lovers 
when Peveril returned from abroad. 

VOL. I, T 
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At length, in spite of all Julianas precaution^ 
the young Earl became suspicious of his frequent 
scditary fishing parties ; and he himself, now bet- 
ter acquainted with the world than formerly, be- 
came aware that his repeated visits and solitaly 
walks with a person so young and beautiful as 
Alice, might not only betray prematurdy the se- 
cret of his attachment, but be of essendal prejur 
dice to her who was its dbject. 

Under the influence of this ocHiviction, he abr 
stained, for an unusual period, from yisiting 
Black-Fort. But when he next indulged himsdf 
with spending an hour in the place where he 
would gladly have abode for eyier, the altered 
manner of Alice'— the tone in which she seemed 
to upbraid his neglect, penetrated his heart, and 
deprived him of that power of self-command, 
which he had hitherto exercised in their iqter- 
views* It required but a few energetic words to 
expliun to Alice at once his feelings, and to make 
her sensible of the real nature of her own« She 
wept plentifully, but her tears were not all of 
bitterness. She sat passively still, and without 
reply, while be explained to her, with many an 
interjection, the circumstances which hs^d placed 
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discord between their families ; t<x hitherto, all 
that she had knowciwas, that Master Peveril, 
belonging to the household of the great Count* 
ess or Lady of Man, must observe some precau- 
' tions in visiting a relative of the unhappy Colo- 
nel Christian. But^ when Julian concluded his 
tale with the warmest protestations of eternal 
love, " My poor father !^ she burst forth, " and 
was this to be the end of all thy precautions ?— - 
This, that the son of him that disgraced and 
banished thee, should bold such language to your 
daughter ?"* 

** You err, Alice, you err,** said Julian, eager- 
ly. *^ That I hold this language— that the son 
of Peveril addresses thus the daughter of your 
father— that he thus kneels to you for forgive- 
ness of injuries which passed when we were both 
infants, shews the will of Heaven, that in our 
affection should be quenched the discord of our 
parents. What else could lead those who parted 
infants on the hills of Derbyshire, to meet thus 
in the valleys of Man ?^' 

Alice, howev,er new such a scene, and above 
all her own emotions might be, was highly en- 
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dowed with that exquisite delicacy which is im- 
printed in the female heart, to give warning of 
the slightest approach to improprietj in a situa- 
tion like hers. 

'< Rise, rise. Master Peveril,^ she said ; ^^ do 
not do yourself and me this injustice— *we have 
done both wrvHig — rery wrong ; but my fault was 
done in igiiorance. O God ! my poor father, 
who needs cmnfort so much-^is it for me to add 
to his misfortunes ? Rise f* she added more finn« 
ly ; << if you retain this unbecoming posture any 
longer, I will leave the roc»n, and you shall never 
see me more;'** 

The commanding tone of Alice overawed the 
impetuosity of her lover, who took in silence a 
seat removed to some distance from hers, and 
was again about to speak. ^* Julian,"^ sidd she, 
in a milder tone, *> you have spoken enough, and 
more than enough. Would you had left me in 
the pleasing dream in which J could have listen- 
ed to you for ever ; but the hour of wakening is 
arrived.** Peveril waited the prosecution of her 
speech as a criminal while he waits his doom ; 
for he was sufficiently sensible that an answer, de- 
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livered not certainly without emotion, but with 
firmness and resohition, was not to be interrupts 
ed. ** We have done wrong,** she repeated, 
" very wrong ; and if we now separate for ever, 
the pain we may feel will he but a just penalty 
for our error. We should never have met Meet- 
ing, we should part a%80on as possible. Our far« 
ther intercourse can but double our pain at part- 
ing* Farewell, Julian ; and forget we ever have 
seen each other P 

" Forget !" sud Julian ; ^* never, never. To 
^ou it is easy to speak the word — to think the 
thought To me, an approach-to either can only 
be by utter destructimi. Why should you doubt 
that the feud of our fathers, like so many of 
which we have heard, might be appeal by our 
friendship ? You are my only friend, I ain the 
only one whom heaven has as^gn0d to you. Why 
should we separate for the feults of others, which 
befel when we were but children ?** 

<^ You speak in vmn, Juliap,** said Alice ; ^* I 
pity you — ^perhapslpity myself— -indeed I should 
pity myself, perhaps, most of the two ; for you 
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wtM go foith to new. scenes and new hees, and 
witt soon forget me ; but I, remaining in this* 
solitude, how aliall / foigetn— that, howeTer, is 
UOt now the question*— I can bearmy lot, and it 
eommaads lis to part* 

<* Hear me yet a moment,^ said Peveiil ; ^* this 
evil is not, canrnvt be, renoediless. I will go to 
my father— X will use the inteicesmoii of my mo. 
ther, toifdiombecanrefusenotldng-— Iwillgsun 
their consent-^they have no other cliild-^«nd 
they must consoit or los^ him for ever. Say, 
Alice, if I come to you-with my parents* consent 
to my suit, will you again say, with that tone so 
toiuching and so sad, yet so incredibly determi- 
ned— Julian, we must part F* Alice was silent 
'* Cruel girl. Will you not even de%n to answer 
me ?* said her Jover 

^^•We answ^ pot those who qpeak in their 
dreams,^ said Alice. ^ You ask me what I would 
do were impos^bilities performed. What right 
have you to make such suppo^tions, and ask 
such a question ?^ 

*J Hope, Alice, Hope,** answered Julian, " the 
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last support of the wretched,, which even you 
surely would not be cruel enough to deprive me 
of. In every di£Bculty, in every doubt, in every 
danger, Hope will fight even if he cannot con- 
quer. Tell Ine once more, if I come to you in 
the name of my father-— in that of that mother^ 
to whom you partly owe your life, wnat would 
you answer to me ?^ 

•' I would refer you to my own father,^ said 
Ah^, blushing, and casting her eyes down ; but 
instantly raising them again, she repeated^ in a 
firmer and a sadder tone, ^* Yes, Julian, I would 
refer you to my father ; and you would find that 
your pilot, Hope, had deceived you ; and that 
you had but escaped the quicksands to fall upon 
the rocks.'' 

*^ I would that could be tried r said Julian. 
<* Methinks I could persuade your father that 
in ordinary eyes our alliance is not undesirable. 
We have fortune, rank, long descent^all that 
fathers look for when they bestow a daughter's 
hand-" / 

^* All this would avail you nothing,*^ said 
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Alice. '* The spirit of my father k bent upon 
the thiBgs of aootbor world; and if he listened to 
hear you out, it would be but to tell you that he 
spumed your offers.^ 

'^ Yoii know not— you know not, Alioe,^ said 
Julian. ** Fire can soften iroiH^thy lather^s 
heart cannot be sohard, or his pn^ udices aostnmg, 
but I shall find some means to mdt him. For. 
bid me not-'-O, (oAkd me not at least the expe- 
riment T 

*^ I can but advise^^ said AUce ; ** I can for- 
bid yoq nothing ; for to forbid^ implies power to 
command obedience. But if you will be wise, 
and list» to me— Here, and on tUs spot, we part 
for ever !" 

^< Not so, by Heaven !^ said Julian, whose 
bold and sangvine temper scarce saw diflBculty in 
attaining aught which he deared. ^^ We now 
part indeed, but it is that I may return armed - 
widi my parents^ consent, * They deare that I 
^hould mariry— -in their last letters they press- 
e^it more openly— -they shall have their desire ; 
aud «uGh a bride as I will present to them, has 
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not gmced their house unoe the Conqueror gave 
it origin. Farewell, Alice ! Farewell, for a brief 
space !^ 

She replied, <^ Farewell, Julian ! Farewell for 
ever !" 

Julian, within a week of this interview, was at 
Martindale Castle, with the view of communi- 
cating his purpose. But the task which seems 
easy at a distance, proves as diificult, upon a 
nearer approach, as the fording of a river, which, 
in the distance, appeared only a brook. There 
lacked not importunities of entering upon the 
subject ; for In the first ride which he took with 
his father, the Knight resumed the subject of his 
soD^A marriage, and liberally left the lady to his 
choice ; but under the strict proviso, that she was 
of a loyal and an honourable family ;-^if she 
had fortune, it was good, and well, or rather, it 
was better than well ; but if she was poor, why, 
<^ there is still some picking,^ said Sir Geoffrey, 
<^ on the bones of the old estate ; and Dame 
Margaret and I will be content with the less, 
that you young f(ilks may have your share of it. 
I am turned frugal already, Julian. You see 
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what a north-countiy shamMtBg bit of a GiaL. 
loway nag I ride upofln-^ difierent beast^ I wot, 
from my own old Black Hastings, who had but 
Qne fault, and that was his wish to turn down 
Moultrasde avenue.^ 

« Was that so great a fault ?^ said Julian, af- 
fecting indifierence, while his heart was trem^ 
Uings as it seemed to him, abnost in Ms very 
throat. 

*^ It used to remind me of that bose^ disho- 
nourable, Presbyterian fellow Bridgenorth,^ saiid 
Sir Gec^rey ; ^^ and I would as lief think of a 
toad : — they say he has turned Independent, to 
accomplish the full d^ree of rascality.— 1 tdl 
you. Gill, I turned off the cow-boy, for gathar-i 
ing nuts in his woods— ^I would hang a dog that 
would so much as kill a hare there.*-^But what 
is the matter with you ? You look pale.^ 

Julian made soine indifferent answer, but too 

lirell understood, from the language and tone 

which his father used, that his prejudices agdmst 

Alice^s father were both deep and envenomed, as 

those of country gentlemen often become, who, 

having little to do or think of, are but too apt to 

n 
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spend tbeir time in nursing and cherishing petty 
causes of wrath against their next neighbours. 

In the course of the same day, he mentioned 
the Bridgenorths to his mother, as if in a casua. 
manner. But the Lady Peyeril instantly conjured 
him never to mention the name, especially in his 
father^s presence. 

'^ Was that Major Biidgenorth, of whom I 
have heard the name mentioned,^ said Julian, 

so very bad a neighbour ?^ 
I do not say so," said Lady Peveril ; " nay, 
we were more than once obliged to him, in the 
former unhappy times ; but your father and he 
took some passages so ill at each othar*s hands, 
that the least allusion to him disturbs Sir GeotC- 
frey^s temper in a manner quite unusual, and 
which, now that his health is somewhat im« 
paired, is sometimes alarming to me. For Hea* 
ven''s sake, then, my dear Julian, avoid upon all 
occasions the slightest allusion to Moultrassie, 
or any of its inhabitants." 

This warning was so seriously given, that Ju- 
lian himself saw that mentioning his secret pur- 
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pose would be the 8ure way to render it abcHtive, 
and therefore he returned disconsolate to the 
Isle. 

Peveril had the boldnesft, however, to make the 
best he oould of what had happened, by request- 
ing an interview with Alioe, in ordtf to inform her 
what had passed betwixt his parents and him on 
her account. It was with great difficulty that 
this boon was obtidned ; and Alice Bridgenorth 
shewed no slight degree of displeasure, when she 
discovered, after much circumlocution, and many 
efforts to give an air of importance to what be 
had tocommunicate,tbatallamountedbuttothi8, 
that Lady Peveril continued to retain a favour- 
able opinion c( her father. Major firidgenorth, 
which Julian would fain have represented as an 
omen of their future more perfect reconcilia^ 
lion. 

^ I did not think you would thus have trifled 
with me, Master Peveril,^ said Alioe^ assuming 
an air of dignity ; ^* but I will take care to avoid 
such intrusion in future-~I request you will not 

again visit Black-Fort ; and I entreat of you, 

so 
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good Mistress Debbitcb, that you will no longer 
either encoarage or permit this gentleman^s vi- 
sits, as the result of such persecution will be to 
compel me to appeal to my aunt and father for 
another place of residence, and perhaps also for 
another and more prudent companion.^ 

This last hint struck Mistress Deborah with 
so much terror, that she joined her ward in re- 
quiring and demanding Julianas instant absence, 
and he was obliged to comply with their request. 
But the courage of a youthful lover is not easily 
subdued ; and Julian, after having gone through 
the usual round of trying to forget his ungrate* 
ful mistress, and again entertaining his passion 
with augmented violence, ended Iby the visit to 
the Black-Fort, the beginning of which we nar- 
rated in the last chapter. 

We then left him anxious for, yet almost fear- 
ful of an interview with Alice, which he had pre- 
vailed upon Deborah to solicit; and such was 
the tumult of his mind, that, while he traversed 
the parlour, it seemed to him that the dark melan- 
choly eyes of Christianas portrait folbwed him ' 
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wherever he went, with the fixed, chill, and 
(Mninoiu glance, which announced to the enemy 
of his race mishap and misfortune. 

The door of the apartment opened at length, 
and these virions were disripated. 
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